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What an amazing year of activities we have planned for all 
members of Girlguiding Staffordshire during 2017. 
 
All the events that are planned to celebrate 100 years of 
girlguiding in Staffordshire will give each and every  
member the opportunity to be part of something really 
special and everyone will take away memories that will 
last a lifetime. Please plan these into your unit programme 
to ensure that your unit members do not miss out. 
 
Alongside the celebration events is a packed programme of 
training and adventure opportunities. If you have not tried 
something new in 2016 then why not try something in 
2017…… 
May be you have never taken to the water, why not try? 
May be you have never sung campfire songs, why not try? 
May be you have never invited a Peer Educator to your unit, why not try? 
May be you have never travelled abroad with guiding, why not try? 
May be you have never sung in a choir, why not try? 
May be you have never been to camp or pack holiday, why not try? 
May be you have not been to a training recently, why not refresh your knowledge? 
 
I do hope that you will take advantage of the opportunities on offer and I look  
forward to seeing you at an event during 2017. 
 
Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do to give girls across  
Staffordshire the most amazing time in guiding. 
 
Maureen Recine 
County Commissioner 

Welcome 

Girlguiding Staffordshire 
St Peter’s School Site 
Church Lane 
Hixon 
Stafford 
ST18 0PS 

Tel: 01889 270757 

Email: county.admin@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Web: www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Facebook: Girlguiding Staffordshire 

Twitter: @StaffsGuiding 



International 

Adult International Information Evening 
Wednesday 11th January 2017 
If you want to find out what attending an international as a leader entails then 
come along to our information evening to find the answers to all of your questions. 

Girl International Selection Weekend 
4th & 5th March 2017 
Throughout this weekend we will be looking at how the girls work, both individually 
and as part of a team. This will be done by way of various activities that we ask the 
girls to take part in—it could be anything from pitching a tent one handed, cooking 
a meal, making gadgets or running a craft. The girls will also have a 10-15 minute 
interview where we try to find out more about them as individuals such as their 
likes, dislikes and why they want to represent the county at an international level.  

Bon Voyage Evening 
Friday 23rd June 2017 
Before this year’s international  
travellers set off on their various 
trips we hold a Bon Voyage evening to 
wish them well and share some last 
minute hints and tips. Everyone is 
welcome to come along and wish 
them bon voyage! 

International Debrief  
Evening 
Friday 17th November 2017 
Once our travellers have returned from 
their international trips we gather   
together to hear about their adventures. 
Anyone is welcome to come along to hear 
their stories. 

Adult International Selection Evening 
Thursday 26th January 2017 
Our Adult International Selection Evening involves a short interview as well as  
challenges designed to find out more about you as a person and why you would like 
to represent Staffordshire at an international level. 



Senior Section 

Senior Section & Duke of  
Edinburgh Award Presentations 
Friday 30th June 2017 
County Buildings, Stafford 
Our Senior Section and Duke of Edinburgh awards 
presentations take place as one celebratory  
evening. It is always a great honour to present so 
many awards each year from Baden Powell  
Challenge Awards right through to Queen’s Guide 
Awards and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards. We 
are very proud of each and every girl who has 
worked hard towards these awards. 

Senior Section Weekend Event 
Early December 2017 
Venue TBC 
Due to popular demand, we will be organising a sleepover exclusively  for Senior 
Section members and their leaders for early in December 2017. As yet, we haven’t 
managed to secure a venue but details will be posted online and in our fortnightly 
newsletter as soon as we have them. 

Peer Education Training 
8th & 9th April 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
This is a fantastic opportunity for members of  
Girlguiding who are aged between 14-25 years to 
train as a Peer Educator to run fun, interactive and 
challenging sessions using Girlguiding resources such 
as ‘Think Resilient’ and ‘Free Being Me’.  
 
Peer Educators will be able to deliver sessions to Brownies, Guides and The Senior  
Section helping them think and talk about issues that are important to them. The 
cost of the training is free. Further information can be found on the county  
website. 

Lasting Legacy Community Project  
Throughout 2017 
We are working with local organisations to create a community project that will 
commemorate our 100th birthday. As soon as we have further details about this we 
will be letting all of our Senior Section members and their leaders know. 



Arts & Crafts 

Christmas Crafts 
Saturday 14th October 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Come along to our Christmas Crafts event and grab your self some fresh new ideas 
for festive crafts to do with your girls. There’s something suitable for ever section. 
We guarantee you won’t be disappointed! 

Swaps Training 
Sunday 12th February 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Are you heading to an international camp this summer? Already 
planning for Unity 2018? If so come along to our session to get 
some great ideas for swaps. Swaps are a longstanding tradition 
on camp as a way of getting Guides to introduce themselves to 
other Guides. They are a fun, inexpensive way to express your 
creativity. 

County Choir 
Sunday 15th January 2017 
Sunday 12th February 2017 
Sunday 19th March 2017 
Sunday 21st May 2017 
Sunday 18th June 2017 
Sunday 16th July 2017 
Sunday 17th September 2017 
Sunday 15th October 2017 
Sunday 19th November 2017 
Sunday 17th December 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Last year we launched the Girlguiding Staffordshire Choir and we’re now looking to  
increase the size of the choir. If you love to sing then come along and join us. 
We’re a fun and sociable singing group for all our adult members. You don’t need 
to audition and no previous experience is required. Just come along to one of our 
practices and see for yourself.  

Campfire Singing 
Wednesday 10th May 2017 
Venue TBC in the north of the county 
Wednesday 11th October 2017 
Venue TBC in the south of the county 
Bring your Patrol Leaders, Sixers and Young  
Leaders along to our campfire singing evenings 
and learn some new songs to take back to your 
units. Keep an eye on our website for venue  
details. 



Outdoor 

Manor Park 
 
Girlguiding Staffordshire 
owns numerous kayaks and 
canoes, two bellboats, two 
katacanus and a variety of 
paddleboards plus all the 
ancillary safety equipment 
all of which are at Manor 
Park, Kings Bromley.  
 
Our season runs from April to October and units may visit during the evenings for 
sessions lasting up to two hours. We have a team of qualified voluntary instructors 
who accompany the groups on the water.  
 
No experience is needed for any of our water activities as full instruction is given 
by our dedicated team. Information regarding costs and location can be found on 
the county website.  

Bell Boat Regatta 
Saturday 30th September 2017 
Manor Park, Kings Bromley 
Each Autumn we invite Brownie, Guide, Senior Section and 
leader teams to enter our Bell Boat Regatta. Races are run 
against the clock over a short course. There is also a prize for 
the best fancy dressed team. It’s a fun event to round off the 
season.  

Guides & Senior Section Dabble Day 
Saturday 13th May 2017 
Manor Park, Kings Bromley 
Our Dabble Day is specifically designed so that small 
groups of Guides, Senior Section and leaders can 
sample what we can offer in the hope that they will 
return with their units for a full evening session.  



‘Going Away With’ Training 
Saturday 18th March 2017 
Sunday 19th November 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
 
All camps, holidays, sleepovers and overnight 
events must have an ‘Event Co-ordinator’ 
who holds the appropriate residential licence  
(or is undergoing assessment for one).  
Holding a residential qualification will open 
up a whole host of new and exciting  
opportunities for you and your unit. Our  
outdoor team will support you throughout 
your training and offer you lots of guidance 
to help set up your first residential event.  
 
The Going Away With Scheme is a flexible  
qualification which allows leaders to gain the  
appropriate residential qualification  
depending on the type of residential they are 
planning. 
 
The scheme includes a basic Going Away 
With Licence which must be completed by all 
leaders who are taking their girls away on a 
residential along with additional modules 
depending on the type of residential 
planned. The Outdoor Team can advise on 
the number of modules you need to take and  
additional information can also be found on 
the main Girlguiding website. 
 
This training is always popular so ensure that 
you book early to avoid disappointment. 

Outdoor 

‘Going Away With’ Mentor Training 
Sunday 8th October 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
 
Do you have lots of experience taking girls away? Could you pass on your knowledge 
and support leaders who are taking their ‘Going Away With’ licences? If so  
becoming a mentor could be perfect for you. Come along to our mentor training 
sessions to find out more. 



Planner 2017 
11th January  Adult International Information Evening 

15th January  County Choir 

19th January  Safe Space Training 

25th January  First Response Training—Refresher 

26th January  Adult International Travel Selection Evening 

 

11th & 12th  February Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 

12th February  Safe Space Training 

12th February  Swaps Training 

12th February  County Choir 

18th February  First Response—Full Course 

 

3rd March  Commissioners' Annual Conference 

4th & 5th March County International Selection for Girls 

5th March  Adventure Outside Training 

8th March  Senior Section Leader Training 

11th March  Balloon Modelling Workshop 

16th March  Safe Space Training 

18th March  Going Away With Training 

19th March  County Choir 

25th March  Adventure Outside Training 

 

3rd April  Commissioner Training 

8th & 9th April  Peer Education Training 

22nd April  First Response Training—Full Course 

29th & 30th April Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 

30th April  Safe Space Training 

 

10th May  Finance Matters Workshop 

10th May  Campfire Singing 

11th May  Safe Space Training 

13th May  Guide & Senior Section Water Dabble Day 

21st May  County Choir 

 

3rd June  Presidents’ & Vice Presidents’ Tea 

6th June  Commissioner Training 

10th June  Adventure Indoors Training 

 

 



18th June  County Choir 

23rd June  Bon Voyage Evening 

25th June  County Awards Presentations 

30th June  Senior Section & D of E Award Presentations 

 

9th July   SPARKLE 

16th July  County Choir 

 

9th September  Maureen, Mamma Mia & Me 

9th September  First Response Training—Full Course 

17th September County Choir 

23rd September Staffopoly 

28th September Commissioner Training 

30th September Bell Boat Regatta 

30th September Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 

 

1st October  Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 

1st October  Safe Space Training 

4th October  Annual Review 

8th October  Going Away With Mentor Training 

11th October  Campfire Signing 

14th October  Christmas Crafts 

15th October  County Choir 

 

8th November  Finance Matters Workshop 

17th November International De-brief 

18th, 19th November Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 

19th November Safe Space Training 

19th November Going Away With Training 

19th November County Choir 

25th November First Response Training—Full Course 

 

1st—3rd December Senior Section Weekend 

17th December County Choir 

Planner 2017 



Training 

Being Our Best...Adventure Outdoors 
Sunday 5th March 2017 
Westport Lake, Tunstall, Stoke on Trent 
Saturday 25th March 2017 
Wolseley Bridge, Rugeley 
Are you stuck for ideas for adventure outside the meeting 
place? How can we be our best when it comes to the  
activities that we offer our girls? Come along and get some 
new ideas and inspiration for your summer activities. This 
training is open to leaders from all sections and will take 
place within Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Centres. 

Being Our Best...Adventure Indoors 
Saturday 10th June 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
How can we get better at what we do and offer to 
the girls? Are you stuck for ideas for adventurous 
activities within the meeting place over the winter 
months? Come along and share with other leaders 
ideas for exciting opportunities to do with your girls. 
This is a cross sectional training open to all leaders. 

Travelling Abroad Module Training 
Saturday 11th February 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
If you are planning on taking your girls abroad, you will need to complete the  
Travelling Abroad Module of the Going Away Scheme. This training will cover all 
aspects of organising and running a residential abroad including: planning and 
budgeting; communicating with and gaining permission from parents; booking  
accommodation and transport; organising insurance; health care plans and planning 
for emergencies; and post-event evaluation.  



Training 

Safe Space Training 
Safe Space training is a mandatory requirement for leaders working on the  
Leadership Qualification. The training introduces Girlguiding’s Safety and  
Safeguarding Policy to leaders to help them create a safe space for both the girls 
and themselves. 
 
Thursday 19th January 2017 
Cannock Fire Station 
Sunday 12th February 2017 
Copeland Cottage, Maer 
Thursday 16th March 2017 
Leek Fire Station 
Sunday 30th April 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Thursday 11th May 2017 
Newcastle Fire Station 
Sunday 1st October 2017 
Brook House, Burton 
Sunday 19th November 2017 
Lichfield Fire Station, Lichfield 

Staffordshire Leadership Induction 
Programme (SLIP) 
New to leadership in Girlguiding? Want to get through 
the Leadership Qualification as quickly as possible? 
Then these workshops have been designed just for 
you! There will be at least four  
opportunities to  choose from during 2017 covering 
many parts of the Leadership Qualification in the 
shortest possible time. To complete the SLIP course 
you need to attend both days. 
 

11th & 12th February 2017 
Copeland Cottage, Maer 
29th & 30th April 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
30th September & 1st October 2017 
Brook House, Burton 
18th & 19th November 2017 
Lichfield Fire Station, Lichfield 

Sectional Training 
Sectional training for Rainbow, Brownie & Guide Leaders in Training runs alongside 
each of the SLIP courses. The sectional training session is generally run on the  
Saturday afternoon of each SLIP course. Visit the county website for more  
information and to book your place. 



Training 

First Response Training (Full Course) 
The full First Response qualification will fulfil the  
requirements of the Leadership Qualification and will give 
you the confidence to deal with first aid emergencies 
should the need ever arise. Please make sure you book  
early to avoid disappointment. Visit our county website for 
more information and to book online. 

Saturday 18th February 2017 
Newcastle Under Lyme Fire Station, Newcastle 
Saturday 22nd April 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Saturday 9th September 2017 
Brook House, Burton 

Saturday 25th November 2017 
Lichfield Fire Station, Lichfield 
 

First Response Refresher Training (2 Hours) 
25th January 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
The First Response qualification needs to be renewed every three years. Rather 
than redoing the full day course, leaders can now take this refresher course that 
lasts just two hours. Please book early to avoid disappointment.  Visit the county 
website for more information and a booking form. Further dates will be planned 
for the second half of 2017 and members will be notified through our normal 
channels of communication such as the county newsletter and  website.  

Financial Matters Workshop 
Wednesday 10th May 2017 
Wednesday 8th November 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Would you like some help with Gift Aid? Are you struggling to manage your unit’s 
finances? If so, come along to our Financial Matters Workshop and get some help 
and advice. 

Would you like us to provide specific training in your District or Division? 

Then why not book a venue for your leaders to have local training sessions?   

Whether it is sectional training, first response, Safe Space or mentor training the 

County Training Team can provide a trainer. Contact Diane Jones at  

dianejones44@btinternet.com for more information. 



County Awards Afternoon 
Sunday 25th June 2017 
Sandon Hall, Staffordshire 
We are very proud of all of our members and it is a great 
pleasure to present the awards each year including service 
awards from 20 years upwards. Nomination forms can be 
found on our website and should be submitted no later than 
1st April 2017.  

Staffordshire 

Commissioner Training 
Monday 3rd April 2017 
Tuesday 6th June 2017 
Thursday 28th September 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Whether you’re a new commissioner or one with lots of experience our training 
sessions always prove popular. If you have a problem or query or just want to share 
your experiences there will be a session for you. Further details will be sent  
directly to commissioners.  

Commissioner Conference 
Friday 3rd March 2017 
Stone House Hotel, Stone 
Invitations will be sent directly to commissioners. 
District Commissioners, Division Commissioners and 
County Team Leads are invited to come and join us 
for a relaxing evening with good food and friends.  

Annual Review 
Wednesday 4th October 2017 
Sir Graham Balfour School, Stafford 
Join us at the Sir Graham Balfour School in  
Stafford for this year’s Annual Review. With so 
many exciting event planned for 2017 our  
review of the year is sure to be something very 
special. 



Staffordshire Celebrates 

Maureen, Mamma Mia & Me 
Saturday 9th September 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
 
Cost:    FREE 
Times:   5pm-10pm (film starts at 7pm) 
Bookings Open: 1st June 2017 
Bookings Close: 31st July 2017 
 
I have a dream that in this Crazy World where everything often seems to be  
Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! it is time to give something back. So we invite you to our 
Mama Mia outdoor, sing-a-long movie evening at the County Headquarters. 
 
We don’t want your Money, Money, Money as that’s not The Name of the Game. 
This is a free event for our adult volunteers to say Thank You For The Music and 
thank you for the time that you give to Girlguiding Staffordshire. 
 
So why not Take A Chance on Me, don your best Super Trouper outfit (not compul-
sory) for an evening of fun and friendship. Waterloo (oops we mean portaloos) will 
be available! Oh and Does Your Mother Know? Because if she’s a member, she can 
come too!! 

History Project 
Throughout 2017 
 
To capture the history of Girlguiding Staffordshire 
over the last 100 years, we are using videos,  
interviews, exhibitions, photographs and stories 
to show everyone how Guiding has change in  
Staffordshire since 1917.  
 
We have many projects planned for 2017 which 
include the creation of a division bunting and videos showing pictures and  
interviews from people who were part of the guiding movement in Staffordshire in 
each of the 10 decades.  
 
Our biggest projects for capturing the history will be: completing an exhibition 
roadshow which will travel to five locations in the county showing everyone the 
progression of Girlguiding Staffordshire over the past 100 years as well as  
demonstrating how amazing it is today; creating a multimedia Time Tunnel at the 
Staffordshire Sparkle event.  A commemorative souvenir book is also being  
produced which will have photographs and stories from the last 100 years with a 
special section at the end which shows how Girlguiding Staffordshire celebrated 
this special year. 
 
Keep an eye on the County Newsletter, our website, app and Facebook page for 
further updates. 



Staffordshire Celebrates 

Staffopoly 
Saturday 23rd September 2017 
Stafford Town Centre 
 
Cost:    £8 per person in teams of up to 8 people 
Times:   Rainbows 10am-3pm 
   Brownies 10am—4pm 
   Guides, Senior Section, Trefoil Guild 10am—5pm 
Bookings Open: 1st April 2017 
Bookings Close: 31st May 2017 
 
This is an opportunity for all groups, from Rainbows through to Trefoil Guild  
members to learn about the 17 division within the county of Staffordshire. 
 
In teams, members will travel around the county town of Stafford collecting points 
by virtually visiting each division on their specially created ‘Staffopoloy’ board. 
The ‘Chance’ and ‘Community Chest’ cards will see the teams undertaking various 
challenges and could even see them being sent to ‘Jail’! 
 
There will be additional points awarded for doing acts of kindness, answering quiz 
questions correctly and by completing the whole board. The day will be great fun, 
an opportunity to be part of a large wide game and a chance to work on teamwork 
skills. The rules are easy to follow. 
 
What strategies will each team use, who will be the most competitive and who will 
win? The ultimate goal is to collect the highest amount of points and as we know, 
‘points make prizes’. 

Challenge 
Throughout 2017 
 
We’re going to set you 12 different challenges over 12 months. Look out for a new 
challenge each month throughout 2017 to try in your unit, district or division.  
 
To celebrate Girlguiding Staffordshire’s 100th birthday, at the beginning of every 
month we will place a new challenge on our Facebook page, app and  
website.  Complete the challenge by the deadline and send us a photo of your  
attempts as proof and we will share the best online.  The challenges will be  
suitable for Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section, Leader and Trefoil Guild 
members and are designed for members to celebrate and enjoy our past, present 
and future.  If you complete all 12 challenges you can send off for our specially  
created badge. 
 
Look out for our first challenge which is set to go live on 1st January 2017! 



Sparkle 
Sunday 9th July 2017 
Staffordshire County Showground 
 
Cost:    £12 
Times:   10am-5:30pm 
Bookings Open: 1st January 2017 
Bookings Close: 31st March 2017 

 
 
Come and join us for what will be Girlguiding Staffordshire’s 
biggest and best event of the past 100 years! We are aiming to 
celebrate being ‘100’ with every single one of our members in 
what is guaranteed to be a party to remember. 
 
This spectacular event will take place at the Staffordshire 
County Showground. There will be three magnificent zones to 
explore—the ‘Mega Zone’, ‘Fun House’ and 
‘Glitter Ball’ where you will find  
adventure, music, dance and games. 
 
Each of our exciting zones will have lots of 
different activities suitable for all ages 
from traditional games, to fairground 

rides, dancing and climbing walls to name but a few! Fun and 
adventure will be the order of the day. 
 
And, the fun doesn’t end there. Towards the end of the day 
we will join together for an amazing carnival parade and a 
finale full of spectacular surprises. 

Staffordshire Celebrates 

Balloon Modelling Workshop 
Saturday 11th March 2017 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Wanted: Young leaders, Senior Section  
members and adults who won’t don’t have a 
unit to attend the Sparkle event with.  
 
We’re looking for people who will make  
balloon models at Sparkle. No previous  
experience required. Just come along to our 
workshop to find out how to make them! 

www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 


