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What a wonderful year we have had in the county with 
many exciting opportunities being offered to our  
members. 
 
Guiding is an amazing organisation for girls to be part of 
and across the county week by week our volunteer  
leaders plan and deliver fun packed programmes. To 
each and every one of those leaders we thank you very 
sincerely for the time and care you give so willingly.  
 
Supporting our leaders are a fantastic team of  
commissioners and advisers who work closely with  
Julie and I to ensure that all the help and support is 
there for them to access. Without their specialist 
knowledge and commitment we could not offer such a range of activities. 
 
Our Young Leaders and Rangers continue to grow in number and as they have 
celebrated one hundred years we have marked this in style across the county. 
The year started with our masquerade ball at the County Showground an event 
which I will never forget and wish that I could bottle. The fun we had on the 
night made it one of the highlights of my years in guiding. Other exciting 
events this year have been Wipeout Or Win, formation of the county choir,  
international opportunities, water activities, relaunch of the Discovery Award 
and the awards ceremony for adults and leaders, the list goes on.  
 
This report contains more details of all that we have offered the members from 
the county but also what our divisions have offered. It really is a good read! 
 
Our membership continues to rise and the number of leaders joining is very  
encouraging. They are supported in a very positive way since the county  
established SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) is being taken 
up by many new leaders and it receives very positive feedback. 
 
I would like to record my very sincere thanks to Margaret Wright our County 
President who is stepping down from the role and I am delighted to  
welcome Jane Dudson who takes over the role, we look forward to working 
with Jane over the coming year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who is involved in Girlguiding Staffordshire in any way, 
we could not do it without you. 
 
 

Maureen Recine 
County Commissioner 

Girlguiding Staffordshire 

Welcome 



Guides from across Staffordshire  
definitely rose to the challenge for 
our very first Wipeout or Win day.  
 
The day which was a cross between 
“It’s a Knockout” and “The Krypton 
Factor” saw the Guides competing in 
mentally challenging tasks as well as 
physical challenges. 
 
The event took place at Yarnfield, 
near Stone and was supported by: 
the Lawn Tennis Association who 
taught the girls how to play tennis to 
music; Staffordshire University who 
set up a forensic base; and the Fire 
Service who set the girls a series of 
speed challenges. 
 
In addition the girls undertook first 
aid training, blindfold challenges, 

team building skills, water games, 
tent pitching competitions and even 
tested their musical skills thanks to 
the county Arts team. 
 
A fabulous time was had by everyone 
who took part despite the poor 
weather. Even the leaders were set a 
challenge of making a mode of 
transport using recycled materials. 
 
The day was rounded off with a  
barbecue and awards ceremony. 
Many thanks must go to Carol  
Ramsey our Event Lead and our  
Trefoil Guild for their fantastic  
cooking skills and making sure  
everyone was well fed. Finally  
congratulations must go to Longdon 
Guides who were the overall winners 
on the day. 

Wipeout  
or Win 



County  
Updates 

County Awards 
We held our third annual County 
Awards Ceremony at Sandon Hall in 
July. Adults who have given long  
service of over 20 years were  
recognised and congratulated  
alongside members who had been 
nominated for county awards. It was 
a very special day which was  
enjoyed by all who attended. This 
year the following county awards 
were presented: 

 14 Staffordshire Awards 

 3 Good Service Awards 
In addition Margaret Smith was  
presented with a special recognition 
award for her exceptional work at 
Manor Park. Long Service 

Awards 
4 x 50 years 
5 x 40 years 
7 x 30 years 
18 x 20 years 
52 x 10 years 
71 x 5 years 

County Update 

70 Adult Leadership Qualifications 

2 Going Away with Senior Section Licences 

4 Going Away with Guides Licences 

9 Going Away with Brownies Licences 

Region Awards 
We were very proud that Debbie 
Broadhurst from Stone Outward,  
Lucy Pike & Kim Martin from  
Lichfield, Pauline Mutimer and Liz 
Clapp from Stafford, Lindsay Dale 
from Stoke South and Karen Cooper 
from Stoke North, Alison Dykes from 
Lapley and Laura Stevenson from 
Leek  received the Chief  
Commissioner Award in November. 
Well done ladies! 

Division Presidents’ & 
County Vice Presidents’ 
Lunch 
We were delighted to once 
again welcome our Division 
Presidents & County Vice  
Presidents to join us for  
afternoon tea at the county 
headquarters. It was a lovely 
afternoon and they enjoyed 
the opportunity for us to share 
with them the wonderful 
things that Girlguiding  
Staffordshire has achieved 
throughout the year. Our  
Presidents and Vice Presidents 
are fantastic ambassadors of 
Girlguiding and we are grateful 
for their continued support 
over the years. Our thanks 
must be extended to Dawn 
Groom for her fabulous  
catering. 



Commissioner Support 
We have successfully mentored eleven 
commissioners over the past year. 
 
In January our commissioners enjoyed 
being part of the Senior Section  
Masquerade Ball, it was wonderful to see 
so many of our Senior Section members 
looking so beautiful and enjoying what 
was a fantastic night.  
 
We also held a commissioners’  
conference at the Stone House in March 

and enjoyed good food, good company 
and a talk by Jane Pallister in which she 
made us understand that as leaders we 
do make a difference to people’s lives. 
 
We had a workshop in February led by 
Helen Nicholls which covered the SLIP 
(Staffordshire Leaders Induction  
Programme) training, leadership  
qualifications and mentoring. There was 
also a workshop in April about “handling 
difficult situations” led by Julie Tanner.  

Outdoor 

A new sturdy pontoon has replaced 
the old one at Manor Park, which is 
more stable for getting into or out of 
the boats. Eight girls completed a 
sailing course offered by the sailing 
club, congratulation to them all.  
 
The Sailing Club had planned for three 
attendees and were really pleased to 
more than double the number.  They are 
hoping to get more funding so they can 
offer the chance to more girls in 2017. 
 

 
Lots of leaders took their ‘Going Away 
With’ qualification this year keeping the 
team busy with assessments, as well as 
planning the Brownies Strictly Sparkly  
Sleepover in Blackpool. 



Senior Section 
The year started when we celebrated 
the start of the Senior Section Centenary 
with an amazing Masquerade Ball at the 
County Showground. It was the most 
magical evening imaginable! Everyone 
looked amazing, the transport was out 
of this world and the entertainment was 
brilliant. The feedback we received  
following this event was excellent, many 
of our Senior Section members sent  
messages saying ‘our ball was way  
better than their school prom!’ Since 
the success of our ball so many other 
counties have asked how we did it! 
 
Many members have also achieved 
awards in the past year including the 
Baden Powell Challenge Award, the 
Young Leader Qualification, the Chief 
Guides Award, the Queens Guide Award 
and various levels of the Duke of  
Edinburgh Award. All these awards were  
recognised and celebrated at the County 
Senior Section Presentation evening at 
the County Buildings.  
Our team has continued to grow as we 
have appointed a new County Ranger 

Adviser Lisa Holland and two new County 
Duke of Edinburgh advisers Jenny and 
Don Mason. New members have also 
joined our County Senior Section Service 
Team who have helped at a number of 
events over the past year. 
 
Over fifty members of our Senior Section 
completed the Race for Life at Trentham 
Gardens where they raised a large 
amount of money for Cancer Research. 
This was the first time the Senior  
Section Service Team got to wear their 
new neckerchiefs. 
 
We have a number of exciting projects 
planned for the coming year which will 
run alongside the county’s 100th birthday 
celebrations. 



Training 
We’ve had a very busy and successful 
year of training. Our expanding training 
team has worked locally with divisions to 
facilitate regular sectional, mentor, first 
response and safe space training. The 
team has also regularly provided the 
Staffordshire Leadership Induction  
Programme (SLIP) across the county. 
This has been well attended and  
feedback from participants has been 
very positive. 
 
In November, we held our ‘Thinking Day 
Take Away’ training at Staffordshire  
University. This training introduced  
leaders to this year’s WAGGGS world 
thinking day resource, ‘Connect’. Our 
trainers received some excellent  
feedback. Comments from participants 
included, “Great for experienced and 
new leaders” and “This has opened up a 
world of new ideas”. This feedback 
shows that training is fun and relevant to 
all leaders. Our photos show a leader 
from Longton division using the connect 
resource to become a superhero during 
the training. 
 

The verification team have continued to 
work very hard behind the scenes this 
year and at their last count had verified 
176 leadership folders. This is almost 
double last year’s count and shows that 
the training opportunities being offered 
are enabling more new leaders to gain 
their leadership qualification.   
 
Our aims for next year are to run  
training to enable leaders to bring 
‘Adventure’ to their units. Through 
these training sessions leaders will gain 
plenty of ideas to 
ensure their girls 
experience lots of 
adventure both in 
and outside of the 
unit. We will also 
focus on growing 
our team of Peer 
Educators so we 
can offer girls a 
safe space to talk 
with their peers 
about the issues 
that matter to 
them.  



International 
Girlguiding Staffordshire continues to 
ensure that all girls and young women 
are able to experience the international 
dimension of guiding. Each year we have 
more girls and adults coming forward for 
the opportunities offered.  
 
We started 2016 with an informal  
information evening; an opportunity for 
our adult leaders to come along and find 
out what international guiding is all 
about.  Following this evening we were 
able to select the leaders for our 2017 
trips.  
 
We then held a very successful selection 
event in the early part of the year for 
girls and they are all currently working 
hard to raise their funds to visit either 
one of the world centres, Kenya or 
Poachers, an international camp in the 
UK. 
 
Leaders have come forward that are new 
to international guiding and are now 
working with mentors to gain the  
all-important international module. A 
successful international training day was  
well attended and we have awarded the 
international module to one of the  
leaders within Lapley Division. 
 

The county’s 2016 summer trips were a 
great success. We had girls undertaking 
a service project in Italy, attending the 
Calgary Stampede and many made new 
friendships whilst in home hospitality in 
America. 
 
Other than our county run trips we have 
had division trips to Kenya, India,  
Switzerland and a group of Senior  
Section members went inter-railing 
through Europe. 
 
Our final event of the year was our  
international debrief evening where we 
were presented with reports and displays 
from the participants of the summer 
trips. The evening was well supported 
and many words of praise for the  
opportunities awarded to the young  
people were received. 
 
International is not about having a  
holiday or seeing the sites. It is about 
the whole experience; working as part of 
a team, growing in confidence, learning 
new skills, finding out about other  
cultures, undertaking community service 
projects and making the world a better 
place. 



Growing Guiding  
& PR 

Arts & Crafts 
We had a very successful and well  
attended Christmas Craft Market at  
Hixon in October with some great ideas 
for units to use and items for all guiding 
members to enjoy. 
 
January saw the inaugural “Grooving 
Guiders” gathering led by Emma  
Lipscombe. Despite the best endeavours 
of the weather, we shovelled our way 
through the snow and in true guiding 
style had lots of fun and laughter.  Since 
then the choir continues to meet and 
enjoy a fun, social singing experience 
for all. If you would like to come and 
join in keep your eyes out for the  
information in the updates from County. 
 
During the remainder of the year we had 
craft workshops, campfire singing and 
help run a music activity as part of 
Wipeout or Win. 
 

One of the other tasks the team has 
completed is identifying what “Arts” 
equipment we have available. In  
addition to the county craft stall, there 
are hand chimes, music books, and 
badge making equipment, brass rubbings 
and a variety of themed costumes which 
are all available for hire. If you are  
interested in hiring any of the  
equipment please contact the County 
Office. 
 
I am also pleased that Gaynor Satherley 
has agreed to be County Lead for craft 
and will be working with the team to 
come up with some new training and 
activity days. Finally I would like to say 
thank you to all those who give up their 
time in addition to their other roles and 
responsibilities within guiding and a  
special thank you to Hazel Berrisford 
who keeps the team on track.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This year the Growing Guiding team 
launched ‘Coffee & Cake with County’. 
This a roadshow that will travel around 
the county visiting each division. The 
roadshow is made of representatives 
from each of the county adviser teams  
 
 

as well as representatives from the 
county office staff. The aim of the  
roadshow is to let leaders in divisions 
know what opportunities are available to 
them and what support is out there to 
help them run their programmes. It also 
allows leader the opportunity to ask any 
questions they may have. Cannock  
Division were the first to host ‘Coffee & 
Cake with County’ and feedback was 
extremely positive. We hope to roll out 
to the rest of the divisions in the coming 
year. 
 
In addition to this there has been lots of 
fabulous Growing Guiding and PR taking 
place within the divisions and we  
continue to support publicity and  
recruitment drives wherever we can.  



Trefoil Guild 
Many members of guiding ask; what 
does the Trefoil Guild do? We GET 
ACTIVE, GET INVOLVED, FIND 
FREINDSHIP and GIVE SUPPORT.  
 
In the last twelve months we have 
had two very successful County  
Trefoil holidays, one to Broneirion 
and one to Waddow. A small group 
of our members attended the  
Thinking Day session at Sangam and 
our young and active Cannock Guild 
enjoyed a few days away at the 
German Christmas Markets.  
 
In December we invited the Stafford 
Military Wives Choir to entertain us. 
Several choir members had  
belonged to British Guides in  
Foreign Countries and they were 
keen to share their experiences of 
being armed forces personnel living 
abroad.  
 

This last year we have made a big 
effort to join in with Girlguiding 
Staffordshire’s events. We entered 
a team in the Bell Boat Regatta.  
We weren’t very successful but we 
are coming back for more next year!  
 
In July we provided the barbecue at 
the highly successful Wipeout or 
Win event at Yarnfield. Just one of 
the many ways we give support to 
Girlguiding Staffordshire.  
 
We are looking forward to getting 
involved in the County’s Centenary 
events in 2017; after all; we have 
been part of its history! 



Burton Division 

Over the last few years the Division 
has faced many challenges none 
more so than recruiting members to 
take active roles within the Division 
Team. After discussion with our 
leaders and with the help of the 
County Team it has been decided to 
alter the structure of the Division. 
We will no longer operate with  
districts but have recruited four  
Assistant Division Commissioners 
with each having the responsibility 
for a section.  
 
We now hold division meetings  
followed by sectional meetings and 
these have brought forward ideas 
for events and opportunities for 
joint holidays for units with no 
camp/holiday licence holder.   
 
Communication has improved within 
the Division and the general feeling 
is that the changes have made a 
positive impact. 

Three Rainbow units took part in 
the Midlands Region day at  
Gulliver’s Kingdom in June.  The 
girls had a great time, weather was 
good and because only Girlguiding 
members were there, the queues 
for the rides were small.   
 
Brownies and Guides went along to 
West Midlands Safari Park for the  
Midlands Takeover Day and again 
the girls enjoyed the event.  
Additionally some of our Guides 
took part in the County’s Wipeout 
or Win challenge 
 
National Memorial Arboretum – To  
commemorate the Battle of the 
Somme some girls have taken part 
in painting wooden soldiers (19,000 
soldiers - one for each soldier killed 
on the first day of the battle). 
These will be displayed at the  
National Memorial Arboretum. 



Cannock Division 
My first year as Cannock’s Division  
Commissioner has been a busy and  
interesting year.  
 
Valley District started the year with 
a district activity day at Beaudesert.  
Every unit participated with support 
from Cannock Central leaders. Girls 
took part in crafts, games,  
challenges and many outdoor  
activities.  
 
Over the year there have been  
concerts, discos and fundraising for 
community projects.  Girls continue 
to enjoy a varied programme with 
Easter egg hunts, pamper nights and  
badge activities. Several units also 
celebrated the Queen’s 90th  
birthday.  There have also been 
Brownie holidays, Guide camps, 
Rainbow sleepovers and visits to 
London. Birmingham’s Sealife centre 
was home for the night with the 
girls sleeping under the shark  
tunnel! 
 

We were also busy with  
International visits this year with 1st 
Heath Hayes, 5th Cannock Brownies 
and 6th Cannock Guides/Rangers all 
visiting Disneyland Paris. All had a 
great time! The Division also led its 
own visit to Adelboden, Switzerland, 
visiting Our Chalet and all the local 
attractions. 
 
There was a winning streak for the  
Division as we won best float in  
Cannock carnival and the Trefoil 
Guild won most increased  
membership award! 
 
This year saw the launch of our ‘Big 
Build’ project. The Division intends 
to rebuild the derelict Chadsmoor 
Guide hut, creating a resource for 
the Division to use. Units are  
supporting various events, and we 
are thrilled that Sainsbury’s have 
named us as their charity of the 
year. 



Lapley Division 
Firstly a huge thank you to all the 
Lapley Exec, leaders and helpers for 
a fabulous year of activities. We 
recorded achievements a plenty 
with a Midland Region award,  
Staffordshire awards, ALQs, holiday  
licences, Senior Section and BP 
awards. Additionally, our two Peer 
Educators have been active and 
achieved their hoodies, we have  
also had Lions gold service awards  
presented. 
 
We have highlights in every section. 
There have been two very  
successful trips to London for the 
Guides and one to Liverpool for the 
Brownies. Two girls were selected 
for Celebration USA and Canada 
trips. Both had a great time. One of 
our Rangers attended the CEO 
weekend.  More Rangers went to 
Clothes show at the NEC. Guides 
went the BIG Gig - and look who we 
found (selfie with the Chief 
Guide!!).  
 
Our Guides went to West Midlands  
Safari Park and entered Wipeout or  
 

Win. 34 of our Senior Section  
members turned out in style for the 
County’s Masquerade Ball. Our girls 
have done Rainbow overnights, the 
Guides have been “glamping” at 
Warwick Castle and the Brownies 
have been to the Strictly Sparkly 
Sleepover. Brownie holidays have 
taken place in all units.  
 
Over the summer, units have been  
geocaching, had cookouts, tried  
canoeing, cycling, photography,  
trampolining, nature trails, and 
been to pantomimes.  Our Rainbows 
also had a day out at Maer.  
 
We also held an Easter  
Eggstravaganza and Connect 100 
themed Thinking Day. We've had 
evenings at Beau, on the Chase,  
celebrated Chinese new year.  
Aladdin went to a Rainbow  
Christmas party, A Brownie unit  
partied on their 30th birthday and 
finally we’re now fundraising for 
Switzerland 2017 by holding coffee 
mornings, bag packing and a fashion 
show. 



Leek Division 
Girlguiding Leek has celebrated 100 
years of fun and friendship this 
year.  
 
Leaders celebrated with a walk 
around Consall Gardens (buggy rides 
were provided for the less able 
walkers) followed by a buffet in the 
celebration room at Consall Hall. 
 
We then invited all the girls and 
leaders to a Division Day at  
Tittesworth Reservoir. We had many  
activities, music and games. It was 
wonderful to see so many girls  
enjoying the day.  
 
The Division has attended many 
County days including the fantastic 
Masquerade Ball for the Senior  
Section, they enjoyed this evening 
so much that some of the girls said 
it was better than their school 
prom! 

The Division hosted trainings and 
workshops including 1st Response, 
both full and refreshers, Safe Space 
and SLIP (Staffordshire Leaders  
Induction Programme) which we had 
on a very snowy weekend in  
January. The leaders who went 
found it a great help. 
 
The Division helped to make poppies 
out of milk bottle bottoms which 
were used in a display for the Royal 
British Legion. My lasting impression 
of the poppies was Sue Brownsword 
in her sitting room surrounded by 
poppies, piled high as she put wires 
through them. 
 
By the time you read this the 
Brownies will also have been to the 
Strictly Sparkly Sleepover and  
judging by the enthusiasm in the 
Division I’m sure it will be fabulous. 



Lichfield Division 
As ever the last 12 months have 
been super busy in Lichfield Division 
with lots going on.  
 
Across the district Rainbows have 
been to the pantomime, on camp, 
Trentham Gardens and Tesco. They 
have made ice cream and butter, 
tried their hands at rock climbing, 
as well as completing many and  
varied badges and other activities. 
 
Brownies have been eating their 
way throughout the year and been 
on many trips - Drayton Manor, 
Tamworth Castle, the fire station, 
Crackpotz and Alexandra Palace to 
name a few. A Burntwood team won 
the Bell Boat Regatta!! Brownies 
have completed many badges and 
exciting activities. 
 
Guides and Senior Section have  
been to Switzerland, Birmingham’s  
 

 
 
Think Tank, the Big Gig and ice 
skating. They've completed first aid 
courses and met with the Mayor of 
Walsall.  There have been badges, 
pantos, food and challenges a  
plenty too. 
 
As a division we said thank you to 
Gaynor for the past 7 years as  
Division Commissioner, enjoyed the 
Senior Section Ball, had a Division 
Exec night away, a Division training 
day, been to the Staffordshire 
awards ceremony, ran the children's 
activity tent at Fuse Festival, shook 
buckets during the Lichfield Bower 
procession and had a Division 
Brownie sleepover at the National 
Space Centre in Leicestershire. 
 
We’re all looking forward to the 
next 12 months! 



Longton Division 
Well, another busy but fantastic 
year for Longton – lots of fun and 
much to celebrate! Our leaders of 
all sections have continued to give 
their girls an amazing array of  
opportunities. 
 
In February we took 3 coaches of 
girls and our Trefoil Guild to Jodrell 
Bank for our ‘Thinking Day around 
the Universe’ – a superb day. 
 
Another of our special times was 
shared with Three Towns District 
Scouts for our St George’s Day  
Parade and Service – a cold, wet and 
windy day but a turnout that just 
packed Stoke Minster and a  
collection of nearly £400, given to 
the Young Carers, Musketeer  
Project. To coincide with this many 
units worked on our own Division's St 
George's Day Challenge Badge. 
 

We have presented two BP Awards, 
Leadership Qualifications, Discovery 
Awards and the first Chief Guide’s 
Challenge in Longton for Holly  
Lawrence. 
 
We are truly proud of everyone but 
this year especially we have  
celebrated with four of our ladies 
who have each achieved a  
remarkable 50 years of service to 
Girlguiding - Maureen Key, Sandra 
Ashton, Ivy Leese and Jean  
Gallimore. Thank you for all that 
you continue to do and our many 
congratulations! 
 
And now as this year ends, the next 
begins with even more celebration 
as 7 girls and 2 leaders have been 
selected for wonderful overseas  
experiences. As you can imagine the 
hard work and fundraising is already 
well underway. 



Needwood  
Division 
This year eight girls and two leaders 
from the Division took part in  
International trips.  
 
Members in the Division worked 
hard to support them by holding 
many fundraising events including 
badge workshops, a puddings  
evening and recipe book, a concert, 
quiz nights, race nights, stalls at 
local events and raffles. Particular 
thanks should go to the Trefoil 
Guild who held a very successful 
historical evening. Everyone has 
been very resourceful and  
imaginative! 
 
The girls in all sections have had 
great experiences and adventures 
this year. We held our second  
successful division Rainbow  
Sleepover, Brownies have been on 

Pack Holidays and Guides have been 
Camping and Glamping. Girls have 
also made full use of the facilities 
at Manor Park, the Orchard 
Campsite at Tatenhill, the National 
Arboretum, and the beautiful  
country side and many local  
facilities in our area.  
 
We have had several successful  
recruitment drives to replace some 
of our leaders who have had to take 
time out due to family and work 
commitments. We have been able 
to keep units open and start a new 
Brownie unit.  
 
We are continually trying to rise to 
the challenge of finding more  
leaders to help reduce our waiting 
lists.  



Newcastle Division 
Newcastle Division has had a busy 
year organising a range of activities 
for all sections.  
 
In November the crafts team  
organised  a Christmas craft event 
at Wolstanton Methodist Church for 
all sections. The girls had an  
enjoyable and productive time,  
especially when it started to snow!   
 
The outdoor team have also been 
busy this year. In May we ran our 
annual rucksack ramble for Guides, 
and for once the weather was  
perfect.  
 
In July we invited the Brownies to 
take part in a treasure hunt at  
Apedale Country Park and the chips 
afterwards were very much  
appreciated.  

Again in July we organised a  
division camp at Waddow for 45 
girls and 15 leaders. Though we had 
to change our plan to sleep under 
Icelandic tents at the last minute 
due to bad weather, the wind and 
rain did not dampen spirits.  
 
Finally, as always, the Division took 
part in the Remembrance Day  
Parade and Service organised by 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough 
Council and the St George’s Day  
celebration organised by the Scouts.  
 
This year we celebrated 25 years of 
the Senior Section at the St 
George’s day service and Rachel 
Bentley gave an inspiring talk about 
all the activities and opportunities 
that the Senior Section has to offer. 



Rugeley Division 
The only way to describe our last 12 
months is ‘on the move’!  Whether 
it was travelling abroad, around the 
County, District or in unit activities 
our leaders and girls certainly  
covered a lot of ground. 
 
Rainbows visited Pets at Home, 
Beaudesert The Mug Tug.   Brownie 
Units had a trip to West Midlands 
Safari park and the Think Tank. 
They took part in safari, pirate, PGL 
and under the sea camps.  A  
Rainbow, Brownie and Guide unit 
had a Boogie Bounce evening.    
 
Our Guides went to Wellies and 
Wristbands, Dragon camp, cheered 
a leader running in the London  
Marathon and also joint camps  
closer to home. They learnt to sail, 
tried bell boating and had a day at 
Cadbury World.   Longdon Guides 
came 1st and 3rd in Wipeout or Win. 
 

It is really the year for the Senior 
Section with girls going to the  
Masquerade Ball in January. The 
girls looked beautiful and I’m not 
sure who enjoyed the evening more 
the girls or leaders who helped!   
 
In February our  Thinking Day was 
organised to raise funds for  
international trips. We showcased 
how Girlguiding encourages girls to 
travel with previous travellers  
telling the parents where they went 
and their experiences.   Donations 
were given to Rugeley Senior  
Section travelling to Sangam which 
is celebrating it’s 50th birthday this 
year and Colwich Senior Section who 
went inter-railing in Europe. 
 
The Division is delighted that this 
year we have 5 new leaders, 2  
International Licence holders, and 4 
new leaders beginning their ALQ. 
 



Stafford Division 

Stafford Division has had a busy 
twelve months. We said ‘thank you’ 
to Alison Hyde as Division  
Commissioner when she stepped 
down after five years. 
 
Our units have enjoyed a number of 
exciting activities. Berkswich  
District did a candlelit walk around 
Wolesly Wildlife Centre on Thinking 
Day raising £1,000 for the district 
and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust.  
 
Castle District have enjoyed a  
leaders’ picnic on Cannock Chase 
while 1st Castle Rainbows had a 
birthday party for the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday with an amazing cake! 
 
We had leaders and girls take part 
in international trips to  Canada and 

New Jersey and two leaders  
received long service awards at the 
County Awards afternoon.  
 
Many of our units experienced 
camps and holidays including 8th 
Stafford Guides who had a Hogwarts 
theme and visited Harry Potter 
World. 
 
Three of our Brownie units joined 
the Strictly Sparkly Sleepover and 
visited the Sea Life Centre, Madam 
Tussauds and had an exciting time 
at the Blackpool tower Circus. 
 
Nineteen units took part in a day 
trip to Chester Zoo and a lovely 
time was had by all. 
 



Stoke North 
This year, Rainbows have completed 
the Ladybird, Tea Challenge and 
Aim Hi challenges as well as the Get 
Healthy Roundabout.  
 
Rainbows and Guides have gained 
Together We Can, Midlands Art  
Explosion, Hands On and Mission 
Spectacular challenge badges. The 
Brownies have gained many interest 
badges including First Aid, Water 
Safety and Agility. Guides have 
completed the International and 
Showtime Go-For-Its. 
 
Units took Girlguiding out into the 
community where Brownies enjoyed 
visits to ‘Pets at Home’, Keele  
Observatory and Ford Green Nature 
Reserve. The Guides visited 
Twycross Zoo, Dimensions Leisure 
Centre, volunteered at the ‘Race 
for Life’ event at Trentham Gardens  
and had a ‘Cook Out’ day at  
Glenbrook Campsite in Derbyshire.  
 

Harriseahead Guides had a fabulous 
time at the Big Gig at Wembley  
Arena and took to the water for 
Dabble Day. In April, Brownies and 
Guides went by train to Birmingham 
to take part in the Region ‘Think 
Tank’ event which gave the girls an 
insight into science and space. 
 
Girls have enjoyed many  
residentials. 7th Tunstall Brownies 
had a ‘Right Royal Weekend’ at 
Copeland Cottage to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday. Whilst 7th 
Hanley Brownies held their  
residential in March when the 
weather was cold so they chose a 
‘Frozen’ themed sleepover where 
they made their own castle and ball 
gowns. 
 
As a division, Brownies and Guides 
had a fantastic time at the Midlands 
Region Takeover at West Midlands 
Safari Park.  



Stoke South  
Division 
We have had a change in the  
Division leadership team this year 
and thank you to all those who have 
stepped down or changed roles.  
Girls and leaders have continued to 
enjoy a wide and varied programme 
and the long service awards  
presented at the Division AGM are a 
testament to the dedication of the 
leaders and young leaders in the 
Division. 
 
Our Senior Section members  
attended the County Masquerade 
Ball in January and danced the night 
away.  In April, Trentham Rangers 
stayed at Pax Lodge.  The girls 
raised the funds to pay for the trip 
by creating the “Potteries  
Challenge” Badge which has been 
enjoyed as far away as Australia! 
 
Kathryn, Sophie, Rebekah and Kate 
have represented the County on  
international trips and had a  

wonderful experience. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported them 
in their fundraising.   
 
Congratulations to all those who 
have achieved a guiding  
qualification including those who 
have achieved the “Going Away 
with” scheme for their section.  
Brownies, Guides and Senior Section 
have all been away and enjoyed 
new experiences.  
 
A new Brownie unit opened in  
Hanford in May and now has 12 
Brownies and we are looking to 
grow guiding further in Stoke South 
over the next 12 months. 
 
Thinking Day celebrations saw the 
girls enjoy a variety of activities 
from different countries and  
cultures and the Rainbow Dance Day 
was a great success ending with a 
short dance show for the parents. 



Stone & Eccleshall Division 
All Rainbow units have enjoyed lots 
activities and have worked on  
various Roundabout badges. One 
Rainbow unit held two sleepovers. 
 
Brownies have, cruised down the 
canal, make dens at Sherratt’s 
Wood, been tobogganing, climbing,  
visited the Mayors Parlour and fire  
station. They have worked on a  
variety of different badges and took 
part in the Division Jose Harvey 
Brownie Challenge Trophy. 1st 
Woodseaves were the winners.   
 
A Division Guide Sleepover was held 
in October. 1st Stone Guides  
celebrated their 100th Birthday on 
Thinking Day with a thanksgiving 
service.  Later in the year they held 
a celebration tea party for former 
1st Stone Guides and leaders.   
They also won the Division Jose  
Harvey Guide Challenge Trophy. 
 
Eccleshall Guides held a one night 
camp in July. Three of their Guides 
were presented with the Baden  
 

Powell Challenge Award at the 
County Awards Evening. 
 
The new Ranger Unit in Eccleshall, 
formed last September, is  
thriving.  Seven of the Rangers went 
on internationals this year to the 
USA and Italy.  
 
Kath Beckett, Division Badge  
Secretary, was presented with our  
Division Lifetime Achievement 
Award and the County Staffordshire 
Award. 
 
Stone District took part in the  
walking procession at Stone Festival 
this year and came second.  Their 
theme was the Queen's 90th  
Birthday.  Rainbows dressed as  
princesses, Brownies as soldiers and 
Guides as Pearly Queens. 
 
Eccleshall District had great fun at 
their fun day despite the rain. 
 
Mara West, Debbie Hall, Aimee Kyle 
and Becky Boardman completed the 
Adult Leadership Qualification. 



Stone Outward Division 
Stone Outward Division has had a 
very busy and productive year. 
  
In October parents, leaders and 
Guides supported our local Stone 
Food and Drink Festival over a three 
day period. Later in October the 
‘Kididima’ team at last were able to 
travel to Kenya for their long  
awaited ‘Smile 4 Kididima’ project.  
All of the group said it was a  
fantastic achievement and worth all 
the hard work and waiting for. 
 
Our AGM was held in November with 
Tittensor Group hosting a themed 
celebration for the Queen’s 90th 
birthday.   2015 ended with our  
annual carol service held at St 
Mary’s church Swynnerton, hosted 
by Yarnfield units. 
 
In January members of our Senior 
Section attended the masked ball at 
the County Showground. The event 

was enjoyed by all and the smiles 
leaving the event showed what a 
successful evening it had been. 
 
In March we had a very successful 
“Handful of Songs” show.  The  
talented girls showed what they 
could do and the audience said that 
it was one of the best shows that 
they had seen.  Well done to all the 
teams involved. 
 
In July we had a division weekend at 
Standon Bowers with all units. The 
Guides camped, the Brownies had a 
sleepover and the Rainbows came 
out for the day on Saturday. It was a 
great weekend with a theme of HMS 
Outward cruising the world.   
 
On the 3rd July Pam Palmer was  
presented with a Staffordshire 
Award at the Annual Awards  
ceremony at Sandon Hall. 



Tamworth Division 
Tamworth Division has once again 
had a very busy year which has  
given the girls lots of opportunities 
and adventures.  
 
A handful of lucky Brownies had the 
opportunity to sleep at Tamworth 
Castle; they all had a go at quilling 
using a feather and ink.  
 
The Guides had a sleepover and  
enjoyed completing the onesie  
challenge badge, designing a life 
size onesie using a variety of  
materials.   
 
The whole of the division joined  
together to raise money for some 
girls going on an international camp 
to Holland in the summer, a fun 
filled day was enjoyed by all.  

Tamworth Brownies went on a trip 
to the Harry Potter Studios in  
London, they had a great day  
looking at all of the sets and seeing 
how all of the films were made.  
 
The Rainbows had a fun filled day at 
Kingswood activity centre; they  
enjoyed doing fencing, a sensory 
walk and an assault course as well 
as making and painting masks.  
 
This year leaders and helpers have 
continued to develop their skills 
with many gaining leadership  
qualifications and we have given out 
several long service awards  
including one 20 years and two 50 
years. We are looking forward to 
another great year in guiding. 



All Brownies units in the Division 
have taken their girls away either to 
PGL, Maer or Beaudesert. We have 
had two leaders successfully  
complete their ‘Going Away With’ 
licence.  
 
Rainbows from the Division attended 
the Region Trip to Gulliver’s  
Kingdom and had a fantastic day!! 
Alton, Cheadle and Forsbrook 
Guides all attended a camp at 
Consall and Kingsley Guides a pack 
holiday at Beaudesert.  
 
The ‘TWINKLE’ division international 
trip to Kenya took place in July this 
year. The girls and leaders  
completed all the scheduled  
programme and also extras,  
plastering and painting the pastors 
house.  
 
The team visited Coast Region  
Girlguiding Headquarters in Shanzu 
where a campfire was held with the 
Brownies and Guides from the  
region attending along with a few 
Scouts. A very special lady ‘ Mama 
Zani’ who is the oldest guiding 
member in Kenya greeted the team 

and sang to each individually. We 
were presented with gifts from the 
Region which were handmade purses 
made by guiding members with  
disabilities who are trained at the 
centre.  
 
It was with great pleasure that I 
presented Coast Region with two 
tents. The Kenyan Guides were  
overjoyed to receive such a gift. 
Thank you to all the girls who  
attended our Thinking Day Division 
Celebrations for donating the money 
to enable these to purchased.  
 
The girls had a two rest days to go 
off on safari which was amazing!! 
Thank you to Maureen for giving our 
division this wonderful opportunity. 
It has been life changing experience 
for us all, and we have made lots of 
new guiding friends.  
 
The County Awards afternoon in July 
was very enjoyable, with three of 
our members – Mary Edwards, Gaya 
Pickett and Jane Beeby receiving 
The Staffordshire Award and a 40 
years’ Service Award to Lesley  
Durose – well done ladies!! 

Threapwood  
Division 



Uttoxeter Division 
Our small but lively division now has 
a membership of 205 girls within 12 
units, supported by 51 hard-working 
adult volunteers!  We have  
welcomed new faces as well as  
saying farewell to others after many 
years of service. 
 
During the year we have been out 
and about – carol singing at  
Uttoxeter Victorian market, bag 
packing, running a damp car boot 
sale, and a Monopoly challenge 
around the town!  We held a great 
ceilidh, and have organised  
activities at fetes to raise our  
profile and support local charities. 
We were also very proud to form a 
large part of the town’s  
Remembrance Parade. 
 
The girls have enjoyed lots of trips 
to a variety of venues, completing 
challenges and badges and having 
great fun! Rainbows held a fabulous 
Princess activity day, Brownies have  
been on Pack Holidays, whilst lots  
 

of new skills and activities have 
been tried by all. Guides have 
camped, grass-sledged, tried  
trampolining, and had a great day 
at Wipeout or Win!  
 
Our Senior Section loved their  
Masquerade ball and are busy  
organising our own Division Ball in 
November! They also “raced for 
life” at Trentham – and succeeded 
brilliantly! 
 
Five girls and two leaders have  
represented us internationally,  
enjoying new cultural experiences 
and making lifelong friendships. 
 
Units have continued to support all 
county events and trainings, and we 
were delighted to win the bell boat 
regatta leaders’ race again!  
 
Recruitment is an ongoing issue and 
we hope to boost numbers ready for 
our celebrations for 100 years of 
Staffordshire guiding! 



Strictly Sparkly  

www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

850 Girlguiding Staffordshire  
Brownies and their leaders attended 
the Strictly Sparkly Sleepover in 
Blackpool in September. 
 
Throughout the weekend the  
Brownies visited Blackpool’s Sea Life  
Centre, Madame Tussauds and the 
Tower 4D experience as well as  
having time to explore Blackpool.  
 
Late on Saturday afternoon everyone 
gathered back together in the Tower 
Ballroom where the Brownies all 
danced together on the dancefloor 
to the #dothestrictly dance that 
they’d been practicing in the run up 
to the sleepover. 
 
Following this the Brownies had the 
chance to judge their very own 
Strictly Come Dancing style  
competition. They were wowed by 
three couples who were all fabulous 
but the winner was decided by which 
couple received the loudest cheer! 
 
After dinner the Brownies were 
treated to an exclusive performance 
by the Blackpool tower Circus. 

Brownies and leaders alike were 
amazed by the acrobats and laughed 
at the clowns. 
 
Unsurprisingly, after such a day of 
excitement and adventure the 
Brownies quickly settled down to 
sleep inside the Blackpool Tower 
Ballroom and Jungle Jims. 
 
A wonderful time has had by  
everyone who attended and the 
feedback received from leaders, girls 
and parents has been astounding. 


