
Growing Guiding Helpful Hints 

Exhibition Stands 

 
The main purpose of organising a promotional stand at an event is to 
draw attention to Girlguiding and attract people with the hope of  
recruiting either new girls or adult volunteers. If we are successful 
then the message we’re trying to promote can spread far beyond the 
event itself.  
 

1 
Choose Your Location Carefully 
Choose the best spot you can such as a on a corner plot, at a 
gathering point, opposite or near an entrance, or the main 
path through an exhibition such on the way to a refreshment 

point.  Anywhere that has maximum footfall. Also make sure there 
are no barriers blocking people getting you’re your stand such as  
pillars, side walls on marquee, obstructive tables etc. 
 

2 
Be Eye Catching 
Make the stand look good as well as an interesting and friendly 
place to be. This includes using up-to-date display material 
which is in good condition and covers all sections as well as  

the role of volunteers. You can order publicity material from both 
the Online Print Centre at www.girlguiding.org.uk and the Girlguiding 
Shop at www.girlguidingshop.org.uk. Most of the publicity material is 
free. Also make sure you have plenty of Join Us cards to hand out. 
 
 

3 
Freebies 
Source give-aways and arrange to have our logo or web address 
printed on them so that they are a constant reminder. Make 
sure you’re generous with give-aways too! If a family with two 

girls and a boy come along, don’t forget to include him in the  
activities and give-aways.  Some events, e.g. ‘Science in the Park’ 
will need bespoke display material, postcards and give-aways so plan 
in advance. For further guidance on freebies contact  
county.projects@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk. 
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4 
Choose Your Volunteers Carefully 
Man your stand with volunteers who will be able to speak  
comfortably and competently about Girlguiding in a friendly 
way. It is often better if you hand pick your volunteers. Brief 

your volunteers beforehand so that they are familiar with key  
messages, able to answer questions and manage visitors to the stand. 
Volunteers should look the part so that visitors will know who they 
represent. The level of formality depends on the event. Also, make 
sure you have enough volunteers so that some can take a break or 
visit other stands 
 

5 
Look Interested 
Don’t sit down if there are visitors around – it looks as though 
you are not interested in meeting people. Likewise volunteers 
standing at the back of the marquee chatting are not going  

attract people to your stand.  
 

5 
Be Active 
Have an activity on the stand that will attract young people. 
You could also get the girls from your units involved so that 
they can do activities alongside the visitors and chat about 

Guiding. Again, as with your volunteers, make sure you choose girls 
who will talk enthusiastically and confidently about what they do in 
Guiding. 

 

4 
Choose Your Volunteers Carefully 
Man your stand with volunteers who will be able to speak  
comfortably and competently about Girlguiding in a friendly 
way. It is often better if you hand pick your volunteers. Brief 

your volunteers beforehand so that they are familiar with key  
messages, able to answer questions and manage visitors to the stand. 
Volunteers should look the part so that visitors will know who they 
represent. The level of formality depends on the event. Also, make 
sure you have enough volunteers so that some can take a break or 
visit other stands 
 

5 
Look Interested 
Don’t sit down if there are visitors around – it looks as though 
you are not interested in meeting people. Likewise volunteers 
standing at the back of the marquee chatting are not going  

attract people to your stand.  
 

5 
Be Active 
Have an activity on the stand that will attract young people. 
You could also get the girls from your units involved so that 
they can do activities alongside the visitors and chat about 

Guiding. Again, as with your volunteers, make sure you choose girls 
who will talk enthusiastically and confidently about what they do in 
Guiding. 


