
 Some information from HQ - Supporting your local area to create on-brand badges 
 
In every guiding area a huge number of event/celebration/challenge badges are produced 
each year. They may be promoted on local websites, sold on unofficial Facebook pages 
and badge groups. HQ have received a number of concerns about some unofficial 
channels. 
 
Creating shaped badges 
Brand guidelines state that the trefoil should never appear within a design or illustration 
and should never be intersected by lines/patterns etc. This guidance was developed to 
maintain the integrity of the trefoil and ensure that our branding is being used 
consistently. When the guidelines were developed, our example badges were all basic 
badge shapes – circles, triangles and squares. Increasingly there are more unconventional 
badge shapes. HQ therefore want to clarify branding best practice on ‘shaped badges’: 
  
HQ encourage those creating badges to consider whether a ‘shaped badge’ is essential. 
This will likely be more expensive to produce, more complex to sew on to an item and will 
require extra consideration to ensure that it correctly meets branding guidelines. 
 
If someone is planning to create this sort of badge, HQ advise that they get in touch 
with brandingmatters@girlgiding.org.uk to confirm that their design is on-brand. 

  
Where a ‘shaped badge’ is being created, the trefoil should not be used to replace any 
part of an illustration (for example, to represent the sun in the sky). 

  
The trefoil should always be placed in a plain/flat colour part of the design so that it does 
not intersect any lines/patterns or illustrations. Where a badge is a specific shape, it is 
permissible to place a trefoil within the shape as long as this is in a blank space area of 
the design. 
  
Unofficial Facebook groups 
When creating a badge, or looking for brand guidance HQ encourage all volunteers to get 
in touch with their local Commissioner, their Country/Region or 
brandingmatters@girlgiding.org.uk. 
 
Unofficial pages/badge groups are a great way for volunteers to promote their badges, but 
they cannot provide official guidance on our brand.  It is not possible for HQ to monitor 
these groups directly, but they ask that if any member is unhappy with guidance, 
comments or correspondence from one of these sites, they should treat this as they would 
any other concern – raising this with their Commissioner or with HQ complaints team at 
concerns@girlguiding.org.uk. 
 


