
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Girlguiding Stoke South Division 

Copeland Cottage Challenge 



Copeland Cottage Challenge 
 

Copeland Cottage is a little gem in the North of the county.  Nestling in 
the beautiful countryside of North Staffordshire yet only 8 miles from 
the conurbations of Newcastle under Lyme and Stoke on Trent is the 
Copeland Cottage Brownie and Guide Camp site owned by Guiding 
Divisions in Stoke, Longton and Newcastle. The site includes a pack 
holiday cottage, chalet, camping field, adventure play area and ancient 
woodland.  
 
As a charity the funding of the site relies entirely on fees paid by groups 
who use the facilities and donations, including fundraising. This may 
take the form of individual Guide Units doing fund-raising events and 
applying for grants from both national and local grant making bodies. 

 
Rangers, Leaders and Trefoil Guild to complete 12 challenges, one from 
each section 
Guides to complete 10 challenges, each from a different section 
Brownies to complete 8 challenges, each from a different section 
Rainbows to complete 6 challenges, each from a different section   
 
Creatures       
Open Air        
Party         
Environment   
Lasting           
Accommodation  
Nature Craft 
 
Disability 
Campfire 
Observing        
Trees              
Technology      
All Together    
Green Spaces   
Extra Mile 

 



Creatures 
 
Make a home for a creature:  
- Bird box 
- Bug hotel 
- Bumblebee nest box 
- Build a log-pile home for animals and insects. 
- Wormery 
- Hedgehog hide 
- Earwig hide 
- Ladybird sanctuary 
 
Make Fat Balls to hang in the garden 
 
Lift logs to find insects 
 
Make a bird table or feeder 
 
How many types of ladybird live in your garden? Count the spots. 
 
Create a butterfly picture with fallen petals and leaves, etc. 
 
Make a pooter – handling insects can be tricky, some can bite, pinch, or sting.  A 
good way to collect them is by using an insect ‘pooter’.  It works by suction, which 
you provide.  But don’t worry, you won’t swallow any!  

 

 
 



Open Air 
 
Walk round your local park, a safe open space 
 
Explore your neighbourhood and make a map of the area 
 
Go on a treasure hunt or a scavenger hunt 
 
Go on an orienteering event 
 
Have a picnic 
 
Make and fly a kite 
 
Feed the ducks – not bread though, it’s no good for them.  Instead feed them 
chopped raw or cooked vegetables, thawed frozen peas, oats, birdseed or lettuce. 
 
Lay and follow a stick trail 
 
Blow a grass trumpet – pick a clean-looking blade of grass, the wider the better, 
and hold it between your thumbs so that it’s taut.  Blow between your thumbs.  
The grass vibrates to make a trumpet sound. 
 
Have a paper plane race 
 
 

 
 
 

Party 
 
No need for instructions – just ENJOY! 



Environment 
 
Do a litter pick 
 
Make a compost heap 
 
Pond cleaning 
 
Start a Recycling Project 
 

Make leaf mould 
 
Learn about environment challenges from other countries (e.g. pollution in the 
Ganges) 
 
Upcycle something 
 
Make a reduce, re-use, recycle poster 
 
Find out about climate change 
 
Adopt an area of garden 
 

 
 

Lasting Memories 

 

Make a diary (short or long term) 
 
A Scrapbook, a page of how you completed this challenge 
 

Make a nature photo postcard 
 
Keep a nature journal 
 
Bury a time capsule 
 
Keep a moon diary 
 
Photo album (for the unit, for your family) 
 
Take part in an activity you will remember forever 
 
Guiding memories – create a ‘Remember When’ Scroll to share 
 



Accommodation 
 
Den building 
 
Pack Holiday 
 
Camping 
 
Sleepover 
 
Design your ideal house 
 
Build a bird-watching hide 
 
Build a shelter from natural materials 
 
Make a tent hideout 
 
Build a bivouac 
 
 
 
           

Nature Craft 
 
Pine cone hedgehogs or gnomes 
 
Press flowers 
 
Make a pine-cone wreath 
 
Take mushroom spore prints 
 
Write with a quill pen 
 
Make an orange pomander 
 
Make corn dolly 
 
Make some pebble pets 
 
Wax leaf mobiles 
 
Acorn necklace 
 



Disability awareness 
 
Blindfold Trail 
 
Dementia Awareness evening 
 
Learn about successful people who have disabilities, e.g. Helen Keller, Stephen 
Hawking. 
 
Guide dog visit 
 
Learn some sign language (BSL) such as signing your name. 
 
Silent Chinese whispers 
 
Try different activities using only one hand e.g. 
• Tying their shoes 
• Opening a jar that has a screw-on lid 
• Playing a game e.g. catch 
• Holding a stack of papers and handing out one at a time 
• Painting 
• Eating a banana 
 
Devise an obstacle course and work in pairs to guide your blindfolded partner 
through it. 
 
The Arthritis Experiment 
 
 

Campfire 
 
Learn new songs 
 

Share a Campfire with another Section 
 

Make s’mores 
 

Toast Marshmallows – Don’t hold them too close, they burn quickly!  Let them cool 
before eating 
 

Perform a campfire skit 
 
Use sweets to make a miniature campfire 
 
Bake a chocolate banana 



Observing 
 
Observe: birds, pets, or wild animals (e.g. badgers at Maer).  Identify species, 
sketch them, find out more, and share what you learn with your unit. 
 
Forecast the weather with pine cones – a pine cone can act as a simple barometer.  
Set it on a shady windowsill.  If the scales close, the humidity is high and it might 
rain.  If it’s open, the air is dry and the weather will be fine.  How often is the 
pine cone right? 
 
Spot constellations in the night sky 
 
Play Kim’s game 
 
Meteorologists study weather in many ways.  Build some equipment to measure 
and study the weather: 
- barometer  
- measure hailstones using foam  

- anemometer  
- wind vane  
- rain gauge 
- windsock  
- sundial 
 
           

Trees 
 
Plant a tree 
 

Leaf prints 
 

Take a bark rubbing 
 

Fly a seed helicopter – from a tree such as a maple or a sycamore. 
 
Throw autumn leaves into the air – spray paint a leaf, put it in the pile, then see 
who can find it the fastest when you throw them. 
 
Reveal leaf skeletons using washing soda. 
 
Identify types of trees and have a quiz 
 
Climb a tree, carefully 
 
Make leaf impressions in air drying clay 
 
Create a hand print tree of your unit 



 
Technology 

 
Put a post on Copeland Cottage’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/CopelandCottage/  
 
Try Geocaching 
 
Google map walk 
 
Plan a route to different countries 
 
Make a stop action film about Copeland Cottage, nature or the environment 
 
Print out QR Codes to scan and get clues for a scavenger hunt 
 
Use photographs to write your name 

    
 

Design a robot 
 
Use emojis to write a message 
 
Hold a science themed session 
 
 

All Together 
 
Choose an activity that you all enjoy and carry it out: 
 
Geocaching 
 
Singing 
 
Dancing 
 
Orienteering 
 
Gadget making 

 
Parachute games 
 
Rubber chicken games 
 
Outdoor games 
 
Indoor games 

https://www.facebook.com/CopelandCottage/


Green Spaces 
 
Play outside 
 
Plant seeds 
 
Identify plants 
 
Make a garden on a plate or in a jar lid 
 

Plant a bee-friendly garden 
 
Grow your own herbs, vegetables or fruit 
 
Make a flowerpot gift kit for someone 
 
Make and give a scented posy 
 
Make a daisy chain 
 
Make a thumb-controlled watering can from an old plastic milk bottle. 

 
 

Cress heads 
 
 

Extra Mile    -  Undertake a Community Action project 
 

For example: 
 
Adopt a charity and find out about their work 
 
Make thank you cards and give them out, e.g. to nurses, firefighters, etc. 



Copeland Cottage Challenge Badge Order Form 
 

Contact Name  

Unit Name  

Phone Number  

Email Address  

Contact 
Address 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Postcode  

 

Number of badges Total 

@ £1 per badge  

Postage and packaging 
£1.50 

 

Total cost 
 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Copeland Cottage 
Management Committee’ 

£ 

 
Please send cheque and order form to: ‘Copeland Cottage Challenge’, 505 Ashbank 
Road, Werrington, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, ST9 0DT. 
 



Copeland Cottage Challenge Badge 
 
Branding Matters <brandingmatters@girlguiding.org.uk> 
Wed 23/05/2018, 10:22 
You; 
 

Hello Kathryn, 
  
Thank you for your email and working on the badge design. 
  
I can confirm the badge meets Girlguiding brand guidelines as it has the correct trefoil, localisation and 
challenge name. 
  
Good luck with your challenge. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
  
Jennifer Glancey 
Marketing & Insights Administrator 
  
Girlguiding 
17-19 Buckingham Palace Road 
London 
SW1W 0PT 
  
Tel: 0207 592 1892 
www.girlguiding.org.uk   
  
Donate to Girlguiding to change the world for girls and young women 

  
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the UK. We build girls’ 
confidence and raise their aspirations. We give them the chance to  discover their full 
potential and encourage them to be a powerful force for good. We give them a space 
to have fun. 
  

  
  

 
 
This email message is confidential and for use by the addressee only. If the message is received by anyone other than the addressee, please return the 
message to the sender by replying to it and then delete the message from your computer. Girlguiding may monitor emails for business and operational 
purposes.By replying to this message you give your consent to our monitoring of your email communications with us. While all reasonable care has been 
taken to avoid transmission of viruses, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that any opening or use of this message or any attachments will not 
adversely affect its systems or data. No responsibility is accepted by Girlguiding and the recipient should carry out such virus and other checks as it considers 
appropriate. 
  

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
http://bit.ly/2huoMGE

