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I trust that you will enjoy reading our Annual  
Report for the past year as much as I have. What 
a year we have had! It never ceases to amaze me 
just how many volunteer hours our members give 
to ensure that Girlguiding Staffordshire offers a 
wide and varied programme for everyone. This 
year has been no exception; in fact even more 
hours have been given to deliver the most  
fantastic Unity 2018 at our new venue. The 
event was a resounding success and this is due to 
the committed team who had worked for over 
two years to deliver this unique opportunity, 
thank you to Alison and the whole team, you are 
all stars. 
  
We have seen changes during the year as appointments have  
ended, Thank you to Judith Parry and Anne Longbotton as division 
commissioners and welcome to Lisa Miller and Kimberely Smith into 
their new roles.  
 
We have had a number of changes to our adviser roles Thank 
you to Sue Edwards who has been our Outdoor Team Lead we  
welcome Alison Rhodes. Thank you to Natalie Ainsworth who has  
developed the role of Senior Section Team Lead. We welcome  
Andrea Smith. Thank you to Teresa Ellis who expanded the  
International offer across the county as our International  
Adviser, we welcome Natalie Ainsworth. Thank you to Jo Halliday as 
our County Young Leader Adviser, we welcome Alice Norbury. Janet 
Mitchel has taken retirement as our Membership Administrator and 
we welcome Hayley Downes to the staff team. 
  
We were delighted that Joan Redfern, former County Commissioner, 
was recognised for her contribution to Girlguiding Staffordshire by  
receiving the MBE from Her Majesty the Queen. The whole county 
was delighted for Joan, we are so proud of her. 
 
Veronica Shirley was presented with the Laurel Award at 
our County Awards afternoon at Sandon in July. Veronica is an  
outstanding member who has served in many roles both in Leek  
Division and the county. Congratulations! 
 
We have recognised the achievements of our Senior Section  
members at our presentation evening at County Buildings 
in Stafford, a wonderful evening. Everyone had the opportunity to 
hear from Major Natalie Taylor who began her guiding journey in 
Staffordshire and tells us that this helped her to achieve in the  
British Army and become a member of the Ice Maiden Challenge. 

Welcome 



1,732 
Rainbows 

2,999 
Brownies 

1,717 
Guides 

160 
Senior  
Section 

1,552 
Adult  

Volunteers 

girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Images courtesy of Lisa Edwards 

It has been a pleasure to meet many members during the year in 
their own divisions or at county events. I particularly enjoy meeting 
all new adult leaders when they attend SLIP (Staffordshire  
Leadership Induction Programme). 
 
As we move into 2019 all units will be starting to work on the new 
guiding programme for all sections, an exciting time for everyone. 
 
The county is able to continue to offer more ambitious events due to 
the support of our EST (Event Support Team). A team of female and 
male adults led by Dave Hargreaves who are behind the scenes at all 
events and work so hard for the benefit of everyone, thank you all. 
 
In conclusion, Thank you to everyone who is involved in Girlguiding  
Staffordshire in any way, we could not do it without you. I  wish to 
record my very sincere thanks to Jane, Julie, Cathy and the staff 
team for all the support they have given. 

 
Maureen Recine, County Commissioner 

Welcome 



We were ‘In our Element’! 
 
Unity International Camp is over for another 4 years, but the buzz still goes 
on.  A total of 985 girls and leaders set up home in our four element  

subcamps for the week and participated in  
activities old and new and thoroughly loved them 
all. From Aeroball, to Segways, horse riding and 
kayaking to upcycling, there was plenty to keep 
them busy. We were delighted to welcome girls 
from across the WAGGGS regions and they made 
their home in Staffordshire for the week and 
dazzled us with their traditional performances 
and smiles.  
  

Over 2400 members completed the Unity Challenge Badge, which has 
raised over £1000 for the 4 camp charities (Water Aid, Search & Rescue, Air 
Ambulance & The Firefighters charity). 
 
75+ Senior Section joined us to made up a impressive 
Service Team, not just cleaning toilets, but completing 
three service projects in the local community. Our  
central staff teams, supported by other  leaders, Trefoil 
members and families of both leaders and girls have 
also done such an amazing job of working together to 
put on another successful County event.  
 
Our sincere thanks to all who have been involved, it was 
an amazing week, a long two years of planning, but 
worth every minute when you hear girls around the 
County still talking about camp, wearing their  
hoodies and looking for the next adventure. 

Unity 2018 



This year the Commissioner Support Team have completed the mentoring 
of twelve new Commissioners with eight currently being mentored. 
 
The Commissioner Support Team continues to do a fantastic job and run 
regular training workshops for commissioners. If you’re a commissioner and 
want some help or advice they are always help to help and offer support. 
 
We held our Commissioners’ Conference in April at the Stone House Hotel. 
It was a little later in the year than normal after being rescheduled due to 
snow earlier in the year. This year’s guest speaker was Michala Black who 
gave a very motivational talk about wellbeing and positive thinking. 

Adviser: Veronica Shirley 
 

County Awards 
We held our fifth annual County Awards Ceremony at Sandon Hall at the 
beginning of July. Adults who have given long service over 20 years were 
recognised and congratulated alongside members who had been nominated 
for county awards. 
 
We were thrilled to present a Laurel Award to  
Veronica Shirley from Leek Division who is also the 
County’s Commissioner Support Adviser. The  
Laurel Award is presented to leaders who have: 
been an effective team member;  made a  
significant contribution to support and developing 
guiding; demonstrated outstanding leadership; is a 
person who is respected by their guiding peers and 
stands out as having made a significant difference 
to guiding. A thoroughly well deserved award for 
Veronica. 

Commissioner Support 



It’s been another busy year for Trefoil Guild members. 2018 is the 75th  
anniversary of the Trefoil Guild and various celebration events have taken 
place in Guilds and at County and Region levels. 
 
Our annual meeting took place in March and was attended by 150  
members. 
 
In May we held “May Madness” at Hixon, where members tried their hand 
at various activities such as archery, copper embossing, encaustic art,  
jewellery making and street orienteering.  A presentation was made to 
Ruth Bedford to thank her for all her years of service as County Trefoil 
Treasurer. Sandra Collins has very kindly agreed to take on the Treasurers 
role. 
 
Members attended a Region activity day at Beaudesert and the National 
Annual Meeting which this year was at Birmingham Symphony Hall. It’s  
always an opportunity to meet up with friends from around the UK. 
 
Two very successful day trips have taken place – Stratford Christmas  
market on a cold & snowy December day and Worcester on a sunny June 
day. 
 
Congratulations to Burton Guild who have celebrated 80 years since their 
formation. They were originally an “Old Guides” group and became a  
Trefoil Guild when the name was adopted nationally in 1943. 
 
Our annual holiday took place at the end of September and this year went 
to Somerset. My thanks to the County team for all that they do and to all 
members for the support that they give to Trefoil and to Girlguiding. 

 
Chair: Chris Blenkinsopp 

Trefoil Guild 



Girlguiding Staffordshire has continued to ensure that girls and young  
women are able to experience the international dimension of guiding. 
 
Following an extremely busy 2017 we decided that 2018 needed to be less 
hectic! That said, we had members attend various international trips to 
Iceland, Taiwan and Croatia. The trips were all very different; from  
camping to water sports to a service project. All enjoyed their adventures 
and some have started to plan their next trips. 
 
2018 was our 4 yearly international camp ‘Unity’. This year we had visitors 
from America, Pakistan, Kenya, Canada and Nigeria. All of our international 
visitors were presented with a small bag of gifts on their arrival and were 
hosted by various units and divisions throughout the duration of the camp. 
They enjoyed making new friends, taking part in activities and all gave a 
fantastic performance during the international evening. 
 
During Unity, the international team opened, daily, their ‘international 
tent’. Inside the tent were many different activities. The displays changed 
daily, ensuring that all could learn about the different continents of the 
world. There were foods to try, crafts to make, a large ‘Aboriginal Dot 
Painting’ for all to complete, and a sub camp challenge of ‘Air Ballooning 
Around the World’. 
 
There are various leaders, within the county, who have attended the  
international training and are now working, with mentors, on planning their 
2019 adventures. We also have a county team currently working on their 
plans for their trip to Switzerland in February 2019 and a team working on 
their plans to join in the region’s ‘Fairy Tales & Scary Tales Challenge’ 
across Europe in August 2019. 
 
International adventures are not just about having a holiday or seeing the 
sites, the participants take on many challenges, discover a lot about  
themselves, and on their return are inspired and keen to make a  
difference, either to their own way of life or to others around the world.  

 
Adviser: Teresa Ellis 

International Team 



Many of our members have achieved awards in the past year including the 
Baden Powell Challenge Award, the Young Leader Qualification, the Chief 
Guides Award, the Commonwealth Award, the Queen’s Guide Award, the 
Senior Section Camp Permit and Bronze/Gold levels of the Duke of  
Edinburgh Award. All these awards were recognised and celebrated at the 
County Senior Section Presentation evening at the County Buildings which 
was very well attended. 
 
There have been a number of Baden-Powell Challenge Weekends over the 
past year run by divisions across the county. These have included a Wonder 
Woman theme and a weekend involving Exploring, Discovering and  
Remembering.  As the Baden Powell Challenge Award is being phased out 
by next year weekends will continue to be held so that girls get the  
opportunity to fully complete their challenge. 
 
Our County Duke of Edinburgh advisers have continued to make progress 
with the delivery of DofE expeditions and have run successful training 
weekends this year. 
 
Our County Senior Section Service Team have been mainly focussed on our 
Unity camp this year. A number of meetings were held by a core team of 
leaders led by Cat Kerr with a couple of get together weekends for the 
whole team held at Hixon. This year saw our largest team yet of 75+  
volunteers who all did an amazing job throughout the camp. Each team 
also carried out community projects for a day which were completed at: 
St. Michael’s Church in Rocester, The Valley School in Oakamoor and the 
Brier Hill Nursing Home in Rugeley. 
 
Senior Section units across the county have been trying out the new  
programme taster packs provided for us this year. They are now eagerly 
trying the new programme of badges and activities whilst phasing out some 
of the previous ones. This year we have appointed a new Young Leader  
Adviser and I have now completed my term as Senior Section Coordinator, 
many thanks to the leaders who have been part of these teams. 

Adviser: Natalie Ainsworth 

Senior Section Team 



The Programme & Training Team have had another very busy and  
successful year of training. Our expanding training team has worked locally 
with divisions to facilitate regular Sectional, Mentor, First Response and 
Safe Space training. The team has also regularly provided the Staffordshire 
Leadership Induction Programme (SLIP) across the county. This has been 
well attended and feedback from participants has been very positive. 
 
We’ve rolled out the new Safe Space trainings and are well on our way to 
ensuring all our members are trained to the appropriate levels required. 
 
The verification team have continued to work very hard behind the scenes 
this year and have kept up well with demand, making sure folders are  
verified as soon as possible so leaders can gain their qualification and  
provide high quality guiding in Staffordshire. 
 
We were given the opportunity to take part in a national pilot that involves 
trialling a newly proposed nationally recognised accredited leadership unit. 
Some of our leaders, leaders in training, mentors and verifiers have been 
selected to participate in this pilot.  
 
We are now looking forward to helping you all adapt to and facilitate the 
implementation of the new programme. This will start with our new  
programme launch events.  

Adviser: Helen Nicholls 

Programme & Training Team 



The Outdoor team have continued to provide support to leaders planning 
and completing the ‘Going Away With...’ qualification. They have visited 
lots of really good camps, sleepovers and pack holidays during the year.  
All the team have been planning hard for Unity 2018 which has been the 
main focus for the year.  With the new venue came some new opportunities 
to try new outdoor activities that haven’t been seen at Unity before. 
 
At Manor Park, Annette has stepped up to 
the challenge of filling Margaret’s shoes 
(no mean feat) and throughout the  
summer scores of girls graced the water in 
the many options available, bellboats,  
canoes, paddle board etc. Parents who 
had brought girls for the evening and  
staying to watch also got the chance on a 
few occasions to join in. This often  
resulted in father and daughter races 
across the water.  
 
Again this year I have to report that despite our County Commissioner being 
hopeful that her team would cross the finishing line in style and make it to 
the podium, September saw Uttoxeter sweep the board at the Bell Boat 
Regatta once again!  

Adviser: Sue Edwards 

Outdoor Team 



A new Rainbow unit was opened in September 2017 following numerous 
requests from parents which also led to two new volunteers and an  
increase in Brownie numbers. 
 
We also combined three small Guide units into one in an effort to retain 
girls and increase numbers. Hopefully we will then reopen the suspended 
units. 
 
Lots of Burton units completed Girlguiding Staffordshire’s Centenary  
Challenge. Reading through the Division reports from the units you realise 
the variety of the activities which the girls have completed and the fun 
they have had in completing the various challenges. 
 
The Guides held a Christmas Sleepover and Christmas Fair at Brook House 
with some of the profits going towards fundraising for Unity.   
 
Brownie and Guide units have visited the Graduate Medical Centre at 
Queen’s Hospital and took part in sessions run by doctors. These included 
resuscitation and seeing Ringo the doll which can be taken apart so that 
the girls can learn how the internal organs fit in the abdomen.  It has been 
a popular event and continues in the Autumn term. 
 
Steps 2018  is a Division walk which is held every three years. At different 
points along the walk there are bases where the girls take part in an  
activity.  This year the activities were based on the Unity Challenge.   
Water – Water Aid Badges were earned after completing the challenge.  
Fire  -  smores. Air – Windsock.  Earth – using air drying clay to make a  
garden ornament. 

Division Commissioner: Gill Wigley 

Burton Division 



All Units in Cannock have been extremely busy over the last 12 months, 
with volunteers who have worked tirelessly, giving girls a fantastic  
experience in Girlguiding. Over the year badges have been earned,  
challenges met, Staffordshire 100 year celebrations continued, many places 
visited and camps and pack holidays galore.  
 
Girls maintained their promise to support their community with monies 
being given to the Guide Dogs for the Blind, one unit adopted two donkeys, 
a Brownie pack raised funds to support a Volunteer in Africa. Toiletries 
have been collected for countries hit by hurricane Irma and for comfort 
bags for hospitals.  Units have knitted squares and collected buttons for 
Lichfield Cathedral's summer exhibition and money raised from a Cheeky 
Monkey Challenge, ensured funding towards a children’s Leukaemia  
charity. On top of this units continue to collect keys, stamps and ink  
cartridges for our Big Build.      
 
Christmas cards have been sent to people in nursing homes and boxes were 
collected and handed out to the homeless. There was a sponsored litter 
pick as part of Best Kept Village scheme. Knit and Natter groups have 
worked with brownies and guides to create poppies again for the  
commemoration of the end of World War 1.   
 
Most recently the division held a successful and entertaining ‘Night at the 
Movies’. At the end of a very long day and 2 performances everyone went 
home laughing and smiling (and still singing). 
 
Internationally one of our ranger units visited Canada reacquainting with 
guiding friends made at Unity in 2014 and look forward to ‘friends  
reuniting’ again this summer. We also have a group of guides visiting  
Croatia. 
 
We said goodbye to District Commissioner Michelle Smith who supported 
Valley District over the past three years. Since then we have welcomed 
Jenny Cassell, who has settled in to her role. I am pleased that Joanne 
Carter has agreed to continue her role for a further few years in Cannock 
Central. 

Division Commissioner: Karen Micklewright 

Cannock Division 



Lapley Division 

This year has seen many celebrations in the Division, with a 10th birthday 
for one of our Guide units and 30th birthday for several of the Rainbow 
units. The Royal Wedding and Royal Baby have been widely celebrated and 
there was great delight when Penkridge Rainbows received a letter from 
Harry and Meghan thanking them for their letter of best wishes. 
 
All sections have had multiple sleepovers, with girls going camping, having 
adventures at PGL (including snowball fights!), Alton Towers and several 
other indoor locations including a Winter Wonderland, Disneyland and a 
Jungle! The girls have enjoyed many day trips including Cadbury World, Sea 
Life Centre and Think Tank for Brownies with Guides going to Harry Potter 
World. 
 
The Guides from Gnosall and Penkridge have met up several times – usually 
for some form of musical event such as a silent disco, a campfire and  
outdoor games.  All the Guide units have enjoyed paddle boarding at Manor 
Park. Gnosall Rainbows took part in the local Carnival, dressing up to show 
some of Disney’s Movie Magic and achieved a fantastic first place! 
 
In our meetings we’ve completed lots of badge work, made toys, learnt 
balloon modelling, decorated Christmas trees and made ceramic bird  
boxes.  The animal lady has visited, as has a chocolate workshop and a  
Chinese dragon.  We’ve had lots of fun completing the Unity challenge and 
taken the girls out and about to interesting local attractions such as the 
owl sanctuary at Red Lion Farm.  Cannock Chase is always a popular  
location for outdoor fun. 
 
Across the Division we have been proud to support two charities this year; 
House of Bread (where our girls also learnt how to make bread) and  
Helping Handbags (presenting around 50 filled handbags for women that 
have been made homeless). 
 
Penkridge District has been fortunate to be chosen as one of the local  
charities to be supported by the Co-op which has boosted our fundraising.  
Gnosall District has been supported and received donations from several 
local organisations. 

Division Commissioner: Fiona Roberts 



Leek Division 
We’ve had another busy but exciting year in Leek Division with lots of great 
activities taking place across all units. Units have been on lots of trips, 
sleepovers and holidays and we now have out first unit with a Rainbow 
overnight licence. 
 
As a division we held a Sausage Sizzle on a chilly evening in October. We 
had so much fun we decided to make it an annual event. 
 
In April we held a division training day offering everything from a 1st  
Response Refresher course, through to finance and craft ideas. 
 
The highlight of the summer was Unity. We had a great team of girls and 
leaders join the Water Sub Camp. A fantastic week was had by all. This 
wasn’t our only taste of international guiding though. Just after Unity 
Guides from Hillswood District headed off on a watersports adventure in 
Croatia. 
 
We’ve done well on the awards front in Leek this year too. We had three 
girls receive their Baden Powell Challenge Award and a host of long service 
awards presented at the County Awards Day. Most notably our previous  
Division Commissioner, Veronica, was presented with the prestigious Laurel 
Award. What a fabulous achievement. We all went out for afternoon tea to 
celebrate! 
 
Most recently we had a Division day out a Peak Wildlife Park. Despite the 
cold and wet weather everyone enjoyed themselves and the special animal 
talks were very popular. 
 
We’re now all very excited about the new programme with some units  
having already started it and others planning on starting after Christmas or 
Easter. 
 
I must end with my very grateful thanks to all of the leaders and other  
volunteers that keep our units running on a weekly basis. We have lots of 
full, healthy units with lots of girls always wanting to join us and be part of 
what we offer. 

Division Commissioner: Claire Keen 



Lichfield Division 

Since June 2017 Lichfield has been very busy! We have taken part in two 
Ironman competitions, well...we manned the white bag collection points 
both times. We have attended both the Senior Section and the Leader 
awards events with girls and adults picking up awards at both. 
 
In September we had a weekend at Maer for those who were off to  
Disneyland Paris. The trip took place in October and was a huge success.  
 
We had five girls and one leader off on International adventures with the 
County and we enjoyed the tales of their experiences at our Division  
training and AGM in November. Units from all across the Division took part 
in local Remembrance parades in November too. 
 
In December we celebrated the Rainbow’s 30th birthday with a party at 
Burntwood Leisure Centre.  January saw the launch of our Umbrella  
Challenge badge which sold out quickly. February brought many Thinking 
Day events across the Division, a trip to Cadbury World and a joint activity 
afternoon. 
 
In March we were told we had been successful in our bid to be the  
nominated charity for the Co-op. The money raised will go towards our  
Division Brownie sleepover at the Think tank. In April we were one of the 
nominated charities for Tesco and we received £2000 which was split  
between the girls and leaders going to Unity. 
 
May was a whirlwind of activity, with lots of fundraising for the girls going 
on County adventures in 2019 and our own group going to Switzerland.  
June 2018 saw us hosting another successful afternoon tea for over ninety 
people. The weather was kind to us and everyone sat outside in the  
sunshine, it was a lovely afternoon and a good fundraiser! 
 
Our units and Districts have all been busy with unit meetings and varied 
trips out and about, including the panto, Manor Park, bouldering, playing 
cricket, riding a trailer, bouncing, sleepovers and camps. We are looking 
forward to seeing using the programme resources which we have ordered 
for all units across the Division. 

Division Commissioner: Penny Williams 



Longton Division 

As I near the end of my time as Division Commissioner I really could not be 
more proud of everyone in Longton for achieving all that they have and for 
the amazing teamwork and commitment shown to ensure that all have  
enjoyed many wonderful experiences. I know this will continue as Lisa 
takes the helm. 
 
A few highlights from this year include our Division Carol Service that we 
held outdoors around the lake and bandstand at Longton Park.  What a 
magical site with our twinkling lanterns in the darkness! Also our AGM  
celebrating 100 years, where we were also able to share in the wonderful 
adventures of our members who had travelled overseas during 2017. We 
also held a special St George’s Day shared with Three Towns District 
Scouts. We must not forget our birthday party of fun and games. 
 
To begin our 100th Birthday celebrations during January, we devised our 
own Centenary Challenge Badge which many are working towards,  
alongside our own St George’s Challenge Badge and of course the Unity 
Challenge. 
 
Activities our units and Trefoil have undertaken this year are just too  
numerous to mention but whilst having great times they have all thought 
very much of others, donating, with the Scouts, £375 to Changes and other 
funds to Douglas McMillan, Children in Need, Alzheimer’s Society, Salvation 
Army and Copeland Cottage. 
 
We have celebrated many individual, well deserved successes including 
Long Service Awards, First Response and Safeguarding Qualifications,  
Leadership Qualifications, Baden Powell and Young Leader Awards and 
three of our Trefoil ladies have gained their prestigious Gold Discovery 
Awards.  Well done everyone! 
 
Now we have just rounded off yet another special year with our Division 
camp at Unity – another wonderful opportunity for all shared with our 
friends from Pakistan and still the fun continues as we prepare for yet 
more of our 100th Birthday celebrations. 

Division Commissioner: Judith Parry 



Needwood Division 
Needwood Division has had a positive and exciting year. After the changes 
in the Division we now have two Districts, Rykneld and the new district, 
Forest. The two new District Commissioners have settled into their roles 
and are valuable members of the Division team. After many years service 
Ruth Bedford retired as the Division treasurer and we welcomed Lorraine 
Brant into the role. 
 
The Commissioners organised a successful social evening on Thinking Day 
for all Leaders and Young Leaders. This was a chance for leaders to get to 
know each other and renew their Promise.  
 
All the units have given their girls opportunities for adventure and  
community action.  
 
Rainbows have been on a Gruffalo walk, held ‘water fun’ evenings, cooked 
dampers over open fires, collected food for local food banks and raised 
money for Water Aid.  
 
All the Brownie units took part in the Division Brownie holiday at  
Smallwood Manor. The weekend had a magical theme and a great time was 
had by all, thanks to the organiser Annette Gould and all the other leaders. 
Throughout the year Brownies also enjoyed unit pack holidays, a sleepover 
at the West Midlands Safari Park, water activities at Manor Park and  
evenings of outdoor fun at the Orchard Campsite. One Unit collected over 
50 advent calendars for the local women’s refuge. 
 
Guides have had an exciting time climbing, escaping from locked rooms, 
ice skating, bouncing, canoeing, paddle boarding and camping at Tatenhill. 
Girls took part in international trips to Pax Lodge, Our Chalet, Switzerland 
and Poacher International Camp. The year culminated with the Unity camp 
where girls from three of the four Guide units had a wonderful time. 

Division Commissioner: Carol Ridley 



Newcastle Division 

This year we have been busy working hard to provide a programme of 
events for all the age ranges within the division. 
 
In October two full coaches of Guides and leaders went to the Big Gig at 
Wembley which is always popular with the girls, possibly less so with the 
leaders!  December saw the Christmas Crafts Evening take place with lots 
of glue, glitter and giggling girls. 
 
At the Senior Section Awards at County Buildings Stafford one girl collected 
her Baden-Powell Award and there were several others that couldn’t be 
there on the evening to collect their Commonwealth Awards. 
 
During the summer team our busy outdoor team organised the annual 
Brownie Treasure Hunt and Guide’s Rucksack Ramble.  These events this 
year both had the theme of Alice in Wonderland.  Cheshire Cats, Mad  
Hatters and the Queen of Hearts were all seen around Maer in May. 
 
Fifty Guides and Senior Section members and leaders went to Unity, and 
almost all (all excepting the Division Commissioner!) arrived home in one 
piece.  It was a privilege to be part of such as a wonderful event and the 
quote from one of the Guides that attended summed up why we continue 
to turn up every week when it can seem easier to stay at home: “Going to  
Unity was one of the best things that I have ever done.” 

Division Commissioner: Ruth Farrell 



Rugeley Division 
As part of Rugeley’s 100-year celebration, Thinking day centred around 
activities from various decades, old style uniforms and a 1960s disco dance.  
1st Etchinghill Rainbows celebrated their 30th birthday with guests served 
afternoon tea on beautifully decorated tables, the Rainbows then  
entertained them with songs and jokes and a photo display showed 30 years 
of Rainbow fun. 
 
Armitage Brownies organised a surprise party for ‘Little Owl’ recognising 
that she has helped with the unit for more than 25 years; she received a 
Division President’s and Thank You badge, cards, gifts of flowers and a 
plant arrangement.   
  
Brownies completed many challenge badges, had trips to the Think Tank, 
Manor Park, did random acts of kindness, had a picnic in the park, a 
sleepover at West Midlands Safari Park, learned about being a paramedic, 
created a community garden, held quiz nights, made new friends and had 
lots of fun on pack holidays. 
 
Guides units and Guides individually have fundraised for Unity and charity.  
They have been strawberry picking, visited Harry Potter World, enjoyed a 
survival bivvy challenge, cooked over an open fire, held cake sales, car 
washes, sponsored swims and bag packed.  Two Guides and five leaders 
went on a County trip to Kenya. A Guide and a leader are going to Taiwan 
and one Guide to Iceland. 
 
Rugeley Rangers went to London exploring many sites and enjoyed a show 
and many of the Rangers made up the Service Team for Unity. 
 
Three Leaders in Training gained their Brownie Leadership Qualification 
and at the County Senior Section Awards members received the Young 
Leader, Commonwealth and Chief Guide Awards. A well deserved  
Staffordshire Award was given to Claire Cooper and Young Leader, Katie 
Hodson has been to Camp CEO. 

Division Commissioner: Jenny James 



Stafford Division 

What a fun-filled year we have had in Stafford.  All units provide an  
exciting programme, so a Big Thank You from me to all the volunteers for 
their hard work and commitment over the past year. 
 
Coton District welcomed new leaders but sadly said goodbye to others, who 
have given many years service. They celebrated the Royal Wedding  
together, held a fun evening for the visiting children from Chernobyl, 
which was emotional and thought-provoking. Five girls gained their BP 
award and two their Young Leader award. A special thanks must go to Dena 
Atherton, for her administration skills that the district would not function 
without.  
 
Berkswich District started off the year with a District Weekend at Laches 
Wood Education Centre. It was lovely to have the Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides together.  They did lots of exciting activities: the climbing wall, 
canoeing, den building, high ropes and ended the Saturday evening with a 
campfire. There has been many pack holidays and the district took guides 
to Unity camp and had a fantastic time. Guides took part in the Mayor’s 
Parade and visited the Mayor’s Parlour. Congratulations to Hilary Wilde 
who received her 40 year service and Sally Clementson her 30 year service. 
Our Senior Section Duke of Edinburgh group of five girls have been working 
on their bronze award and successfully completed their expedition in the 
Peak District this summer.  
 
Castle District is without a commissioner but that has not stopped them 
from going out and about with visits to Stafford Castle Visitors Centre with 
a tour of the Castle Keep. One Pack Holiday spent the weekend sleeping 
and eating on a ‘stationary’ train, not too comfortable I believe!! Our 
Ranger unit worked hard before Christmas for a charity called ‘helping 
handbags’.  They collected used handbags and filled them with toiletries, 
cosmetics, chocolate treats etc. to be given as gifts at Christmas. The  
charity’s total was 100 with 55 being sourced by the Ranger Unit. 
 
This is my first year as a Commissioner and I must thank my amazing team 
for their support whilst finishing my degree. I intend to become a ‘fully 
trained’ Commissioner by Christmas. Life is a challenge! 

Division Commissioner: Liz Hurst 



Stoke North Division 
I am pleased to report that this year has been a busy year for units and  
Districts within Stoke North.   
 
At the start of the year two Young Leaders and three adults travelled to 
Kenya to complete service projects in Mombassa. The two Young Leaders 
helped to decorate a foster home and the leaders decorated the Shanzu 
Girlguiding centre which provides training for disabled young women in 
needlework skills.  Following this they went on safari as well as visiting the 
resting place of our founders Lord and Lady Baden Powell.  What an  
amazing experience they had.   
 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides continue to be busy with badges and trips 
to the Lord Mayor’s parlour as part of UK Parliament Week, The Big Gig, 
remembrance parade and holding a mock royal wedding to celebrate the 
real one and formed a guard of honour at their own leader’s wedding.   
 
The highlight for Guides this year was UNITY 2018. Units from all three  
Districts were in attendance. I am sure those that attended will not forget 
the sounds of the disco playing the soundtrack to the Greatest Showman at 
flag time and nor will they forget the medic team doing the cha cha slide 
or the ET team bombarding them with water bombs during their own  
rendition of 12 days of UNITY.  But more importantly hopefully they will 
not forget the fun and new friendships they will have formed during the 
week.   A huge thank you to those leaders who gave a week of their time to 
ensure the girls had a truly magical week. 
  
Membership within Stoke North Division is up slightly as we continue to  
recruit new leaders and helpers.  We have seen a change of district  
commissioners as we said a thank you and goodbye to Vikki Coates, Gemma 
Aldridge and Amy Beech. We welcome Liz Wade as Tunstall District  
Commissioner and Abigail Harvey as Forest Park District Commissioner. 
 
Also a huge congratulations to Suzanne Hulland our former Division  
Commissioner for receiving the Good Service Award.    
 
A massive thank you to all leaders, unit helpers, occasional helpers and 
Young leaders for the time and support they give to Guiding in Stoke North.   

Division Commissioner: Toni Ryan 



Stoke South Division 

What a year! We’ve had so many wonderful opportunities to meet together 
as a Division, both in sections for the Rainbows 30th birthday party and all 
units for a Macmillan superhero disco and Thinking Day celebrations. 
 
The districts have had a very busy and exciting programme this year which 
has included the Unity pre-camp challenge, celebrating 100 years of the 
women’s vote, doing various interest badges and finishing off the 100 year 
celebration challenge!  
 
As the new Division Commissioner I would like to extend my thanks to Anne 
Longbottom for a job very well done. While it is sad to see her step down 
from the role it is wonderful to hear she still wishes to be very involved in 
local Guiding. Best wishes to her and thanks for her support and friendship 
throughout the years and for those to come. The Division team have been 
fantastic in assisting me with learning my role and I wish to extend my 
thanks to them all for the help they have given. 
 
A huge congratulations to all those who have achieved their Adult  
Leadership Qualification and Going Away With scheme. I must give a  
special mention to those who have gained their Long Service Awards,  
especially Anne Longbottom (40 years), Emma Jane Bradbury (20 years) and 
Diana Deakin (20 years). 
 
The Division had a wonderful time at Unity 2018, they got to enjoy so many 
wonderful activities (tubing, climbing, caving...too many to mention!) but 
all agreed the best part was making so many new friends. They simply can't 
wait for the next Unity to join the Service Team!  
 
Following from the success of Unity all of our Districts will be running  
various camps and sleepovers in the next year, some of which will be with 
combined Districts. So many more happy camping memories are to be 
made! 
 

Division Commissioner: Kimberley Smith  



Stone & Eccleshall Division 
We’ve had another busy year in Stone and Eccleshall Division. 
 
In early December the first Christmas themed Guide and Brownie  
sleepovers were held in our new headquarters 
 
Each year we award the Division Jose Harvey Challenge Trophy to each  
section. This year 1st Walton Rainbows won the Rainbow Trophy with their 
song set to the tune Here we Come Round the Mulberry Bush. 4th Stone 
Brownies won the Brownie Trophy with their toy made from materials that 
would normally be thrown away.  1st Stone Guides organised and won the 
Guide Trophy.  The theme was Christmas and the Guides had to design and 
decorate a Christmas themed jumper. 
  
Christ Church was the venue for the Division Carol Service where Long  
Service, Adult Leadership Qualifications and Baden Powell Awards were 
presented. Additionally, Janet Smith achieved 40 years long service which 
was presented at the County Awards Ceremony. 
 
Once we got to the slightly warmer months, 2nd Stone Brownies took part in 
the Midland Region Sleepover at West Midlands Safari Park. 1st Stone Guides 
and 3rd Stone Guides and leaders took part in UNITY 2018 where three  
Eccleshall Rangers were part of the Service Team. 
 
We were thrilled that at the Stone Festival the District Brownies came 1st 
with the theme “Say No to Plastic”and the Guides and Rainbows came third 
with their theme “Rainbows and Guides in Bloom” 
 
Eccleshall District had a stall at the Eccleshall Festival market to raise 
funds for a Guide going on an International trip next year and they also had 
a promotional stall at Eccleshall Show. 
 
All our leaders work tirelessly to provide the girls in the Division with a fun 
packed guiding experience. 

Division Commissioner: Sheila Slaney 



Stone Outward Division 
Stone Outward Division have been really busy this year starting with a 
Guide camp at Kibblestone where the Guides looked at some of the  
traditions of Guiding including semaphore, trail setting and crate stacking 
(ok that’s not a tradition but it was fun). 
 
Our AGM was hosted by Aston and Little Stoke and had a Christmas theme. 
Barlaston hosted the carol service which saw a number of Guides and  
leaders dressed as Christmas trees. As the New Year started, rehearsals for 
a production of A Handful of Songs commenced with Brownies, Guides and 
Senior Section girls challenged by another fabulous programme of songs, 
dances and sketches. The production was aired at the Rep Theatre and  
received fabulous reviews. 
 
Throughout the year 15 Guides and six leaders have been preparing for a 
service project in Mombasa. Fundraising has included craft stalls,  
sponsored events and the 10k Stone Road Race where the team provided 
drinks, removed timing tags and gave out goodie bags on one of the hottest  
Sundays of the year. The girls then spent a day painting a mural on the wall 
of Tittensor First School. 
 
Some of our Brownies were lucky enough to sleep out at West Midlands  
Safari Park. The night was noisy with the sound of the animals but the girls 
loved it and the leaders had fun too. 
 
We finished off the year by attending Unity with our friends from Stone and 
Eccleshall Division. We had a fab week, the weather wasn’t great to start 
but we had glorious sunshine from mid week. The girls took part in every 
activity available from bell boats to Segway and crafts. A very tiring but 
special week. The new program awaits and the leaders are keen to learn 
how this will develop the girls’ experience. 

Division Commissioner: Debra Turner 



Tamworth Division 

Wow – what a busy year! Community wise we’ve attended the Battle of 
Britain Parade, Remembrance Day Parades and Aethelflead Service in the 
presence of HRH Prince Edward. We’ve participated in the Middleton Hall 
Project and Gang Show in a Day and were finalists in the Community Group 
of the Year section of the Spirit of Tamworth Awards. 
 
As part of our 100 Year Celebrations we’ve enjoyed: World Thinking Day, 
an adventure weekend at Kingswood, carnival float (we were the winners), 
a castle grounds picnic, the We Love Tamworth Parade and a party. 
 
With support from the council and an artist our bus stop has been designed 
and made, a local bandstand decorated, tiles done for the Mercian Mosaic 
and a display of 100 trefoils made and hung in the local library as well as a 
flowerbed planted for the Tamworth in Bloom bid. A Guide won the “Bake 
Off Challenge” and subsequently switched on the town Christmas lights. 
 
Sections have united for events including the fairy fun day, enchanted  
forest, Kandy Factory, pantomime, castle sleepover, summer fair and  
Unity.  Some enjoyed an interesting evening on the narrowboat Tuptonia. 
We co-hosted the BP Challenge Weekend with Burton Division with Guides 
having fun locally and during a lantern walk at the National Memorial  
Arboretum. 
 
Our Trefoil Guild is thriving with two leaders earning their Gold Voyager 
Awards. Other leaders have earned their leadership qualifications and a 
variety of long service awards 
 
This has all been above and beyond the wealth of experiences and  
opportunities happening at unit level.  We look forward to embracing new 
adventures and the new programme. 

Division Commissioner: Jill Longhurst 



Threapwood Division 
Threapwood Division has had another busy year providing a wide and varied 
programme with lots of valuable new experiences for the girls. 
 
Alton Rainbows and Brownies have held a Cake Sale in aid of Alzheimer’s 
Society and Forsbrook Brownies held a fundraising evening for Dementia 
Friends. 
 
Cheadle District Commissioner Gaya Pickett finished her term of office and 
Denise Wheat has taken over the reins.  We have also welcomed a 
Forsbrook District Commissioner – Charlotte Beeby. Both proving to be 
great assets to our division.   
 
Various units have been on Pack Holidays at Maer and Beaudesert.  Eleven 
Guides and leaders attended Unity 2018 and had a fabulous time, making 
lifelong friends and wonderful memories to keep.  One special moment was 
when three of our girls were chosen to be flag bearers for the Union flag at 
the closing ceremony, a very emotional moment! 
 
To celebrate 100 years of Girlguiding Staffordshire, we took the whole  
division to a Medieval Sleepover at Alton Castle.  Our Rainbows held their 
first sleepover in the castle joined by the Brownies and Guides.  Activities  
included a visit from the local owl man, archery, crafts, cooking, forest 
schools and climbing wall.   
 
A the County Awards afternoon Threapwood leaders received the following 
awards: Good Service – Jo Stevenson, 20 Years Service - Jo Hopkinson and 
Ann Munday and 30 Years Service - Sue Edwards.  Well done ladies!  
 
None of this could be possible without all our wonderful leaders and  
volunteers.  Thank you so much for all your time giving the girls lots of 
wonderful experiences! We are now looking forward to another year of 
fundraising towards Kenya 2020 and introducing the new programme into 
the Division. 

Division Commissioner: Sandra Walker 



Uttoxeter Division 
Our numbers are just slightly higher than in 2017 with our 16 units having 
81 Rainbows, 100 Brownies , 73 Guides, and 14 Senior Section/Young  
Leaders, supported by 59 adult volunteers – a  fantastic total of 327  
members in Uttoxeter Division! 
 
Several long service awards have been presented, including 50 years for 
Hazel Berrisford and 40 years for Pam King, a wonderful achievement and 
thanks from all the Division!  
 
Five Baden-Powell awards have been awarded this year, and several more 
are being completed before the programme changes. 
 
As a Division we celebrated Thinking Day with an African-themed  
afternoon, enjoying African drumming and dancing, crafts and songs. We 
also held a Rainbow/Brownie campfire and sausage sizzle in a very hot 
June! A summer raffle helped units to raise money to purchase some new 
programme resources, alongside several unit fundraising activities. 
 
Units continue to offer a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities, with 
many trips being offered, as well as residential holidays, water activities 
and community good turns. Four leaders have been to Our Chalet, and  
several members are preparing for their international experiences in 2019. 
 
All our Guide units were represented in our Division camp at Unity, and 
several Senior Section members worked hard in the Service Team. All the 
girls had a fantastic experience – many thanks to all our leaders who  
supported Unity at both Division and County level! 
 
We finished the year with a great turn-out at the County’s regatta –  
another successful day for the Division! 
 
Units are gearing up for the new programme, trainings are being arranged, 
and several leaders are also undertaking residential training, so the coming 
year will be a busy one for Uttoxeter guiding! 



Our amazing year! 

We awarded the following  
Long Service Awards 

56 x 5 years 
40 x 10 years 
18 x 20 years 
12 x 30 years 
7 x 40 years 
2 x 50 years 

1 leader completed 
their Going Away With 

Guides licence 

2 leaders completed 
their Going Away With  
International licences 

3 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 

Rainbows licences 

The following ladies were 
awarded the Region Chief 

Commissioner Award: 
Brenda Heathcote 

Gill Rawlinson 
Sara Botham 
Adele Cooper 

We awarded 4  
Staffordshire Awards 

We awarded 1  
Laurel Award 

2 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 
Senior Section licences 

4 leaders completed 
their Going Away With  

Brownies licences 

We awarded 7 Good 
Service Awards 

We awarded 62 Adult  
Leadership Qualifications 

10 leaders completed their 
Module 1 ALQ to retrain 
with another section. 

Past County Commissioner, Joan Redfern, was 
awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 


