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It is a pleasure to write my seventh and final  
report as County Commissioner for Girlguiding 
Staffordshire.  
 
I am always surprised at what we can achieve 
during a year and reading this County Annual  
Report captures so much of the activity that has 
taken place in our large County. It is particularly 
interesting to read about all the community  
involvement there has been. I hope you enjoy 
reading the reports as much as I have. 
 
We have seen changes during the year as  
appointments have ended: Gill Wigley, Sheila 
Slaney, Chris James Carol Ridley, and Jenny 
James who have been a fantastic Division Commissioners for Burton, Stone 
& Eccleshall, Uttoxeter, Needwood, and Rugeley. Thank you all. We  
welcome Pat Sage, Jill Piggott, Tracey Chamberlain, and Bernie Norbury to 
their new roles. They will work within the divisions and as trustees for the 
County. I am sure that they will enjoy their roles. 
 
Thank you to Helen Nicholls who has been our Programme and Training 
Team Lead, Pauline Mckie who led our SLIP programme and Veronica Shirley 
as our Commissioner Support Co-ordinator who leave these roles. We also 
welcome Sue Edwards as Finance Officer as a staff member. 
 
We were surprised and delighted to receive a legacy from the late Barbara 
Waterhouse from Leek Division who had been committed to Girlguiding and 
the Trefoil Guild for many years. After consulting with her friends we have 
had a seating area built in the garden at our headquarters in Hixon in her 
memory, it looks amazing and will be put to very good use I am sure. 
 
We have recognised the achievements of our 14+ members at our  
presentation evening at County Buildings in Stafford, and celebrated with 
adult members receiving awards at our Sandon presentation in July. During 
the afternoon 48 members received long service and other awards.  Those 
members have given a total of 2,107 years of service! Taking that a step 
further if each of those members gave a minimum of three hours service 
per week it would equate to 144 voluntary hours per week. They give that 
time for an average of 40 weeks per year and that is a staggering 5,760  
voluntary hours per year. If we paid the national minimum wage (£8.21) we 
would be paying £1,211.04 per week in excess of £48,000 per year. We 
would be staggered if we worked out the hours of our total adult  
membership. Our volunteers are worth their weight in gold, thank you  
everyone.  
 
Alison Holmes was presented with the Laurel Award at our County Review in 
December 2018, “Congratulations”.  

Welcome 
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During 2019 all units have been working on the new programmes for all  
sections and we have delivered two training days to ensure that everyone 
had the opportunity to get to grips with it. 
  
We have entered into new partnerships as a result of the changes which is 
really encouraging. One of those is with the British Army and we held our 
first very successful skills builder day for Guides and Rangers at Swynnerton 
Army Camp in March. It was so well organised and enjoyed by all and will 
become an annual event for the County we hope. 
 
Girls taking part in a snow adventure and a competition across Europe have 
been part of our international programme. Water activities at Manor Park, 
D of E expeditions, a Division Commissioner planning weekend, safe space, 
first response and programme training sessions delivered by our very  
committed teams have all featured in the last year. There is always  
something happening across the County with our team supporting divisions 
at every opportunity. 
 
What a pleasure and privilege it has been to lead the County over the last 
seven years with Julie Tanner as my friend and Assistant County  
Commissioner. It has been all about team work and everything that we 
have achieved must be credited to the amazing teams of volunteers past 
and current. We have celebrated 100 years of the County, 100 years of the 
Brownie Section, 100 years of the Senior Section, two Unity camps,  
Rainbow, and Brownie adventures far and wide, enjoyed coffee and cake 
with many divisions,  and so much more. We have grown the staff support, 
launched EST and the Senior Section Teams and worked and played hard 
but all well worth the time and effort. It has been a pleasure to meet many 
members over the years in their own divisions or at events.  
 
Thank you to everyone who is involved in Girlguiding Staffordshire, for the 
friendship shown  and thank you for all you do week by week to enable so 
many young people enjoy the great game, known with affection as 
“Girlguiding”. You are all truly inspirational. 
 
I wish Cat and Alison success and enjoyment in all they do as the next 
chapter for Girlguiding Staffordshire unfolds. 
 

Maureen Recine 
County Commissioner 



Girlguiding nationally are working with 
the British Army to help provide girls 
with core leadership skills through  
activities and experiences.  The British 
Army is sponsoring the Lead skills 
builder which forms part of the new 
Girlguiding  programme. 

The Lead skills builder focuses on girls 
gaining the knowledge, skills and  
confidence needed to be an effective 
leader. Developing skills in leading a 
team, creating a vision, compromise 
and negotiation. Specially designed fun 
activities help girls to understand what 
type of leader they are and get them 
to identify and then play to their 
strengths, as well as developing new 
skills. 
 

In March Girlguiding Staffordshire was 
given a unique opportunity to trial a 
special event held locally at  
Swynnerton Army Training Camp with 
11 Signals & West Midlands  
Brigade. Guides aged 13 and 14  
attended on the Saturday and the 
event was open to Rangers on the  
Sunday. Throughout both days Guides 
and Rangers undertook both physically 
and mentally challenging tasks. A lot of 
fun was had by everyone who took 
part. 

In July we launched Girlguiding  
Staffordshire’s 18-30 offer ‘Knots’. It 
was a key feature at our Knots & Crosses 
Ball which was held at Tillington Hall in  
Stafford.  

 

The event was open to all 14 to 30 year 
olds. They enjoyed a lovely sit down 
meal and disco, following which they 
had the chance to find out about all of 
the opportunities that are available to 
them from the Queen’s Guide Award to  
international travel. It was a fabulous 
event and feedback shows that the 
Knots age group would like more events 
of this type. 

Knots & Crosses Ball 

Army Leadership Day 



 

County Awards 

 
Commissioner Support 

At the beginning of July we held our 
6th annual County Awards Ceremony at  
Sandon Hall. At the ceremony we  
recognised and congratulated adult 
members who have given long service 
for 20 years+ as well as members who 
had been nominated for the Good  
Service Award and Staffordshire Award. 
Members were invited to bring a guest 
with them to help celebrate these  
fantastic achievements. 

The award ceremony was followed by 
tea and cake and an opportunity to 
enjoy the beautiful grounds at Sandon 
Hall. 

Commissioner workshops are especially for all Commissioners whether new or  
experienced. You meet people doing the same job as you and get the ideas that 
they have used in their own districts and divisions. We can have workshops about 
anything and we have a wealth of experience throughout the County who can help 
you with any situation you have to deal with. Details about workshops will be sent 
directly to Commissioners. 
 
We held our annual Commissioners’ Conference at the Stone House Hotel in March 
where we welcome our guest speak Colonel Rosie Stone who have a both  
informative and inspirational talk. 
 
May I take the opportunity to say Thank you to the Commissioner Mentors who are 
a wonderful team of dedicated ladies who have guided our new Commissioners 
through this last year. The support you have given me has been much appreciated. 
I would also like to welcome Jenny James who has agreed to take on the role of 
Commissioner Coordinator. 
 

Adviser: Veronica Shirley 



Trefoil Guild 

The chapel at the National Memorial 
Arboretum was filled to capacity in 
October when we held a Thanksgiving 
Service to celebrate 75 years of the 
Trefoil Guild. 
 
The last 12 months seem to have been 
quieter although we have done a bit of 
travelling. At the end of September 
fifty members participated in the  
annual holiday which was held at Hals-
way Manor, Crowcombe, Somerset.  

 
Visits were made to 
Minehead, Dunster, 
Wells & Sheppy’s Cider.  
The evening activities 
seemed to have a dance 
theme as we tried  
Maypole  dancing,  
Morris dancing & Indian  
dancing. One evening 

we all dressed in sari’s or Punjabi suits 
for an Indian evening organised by 
Meena. I’m sure you’ll agree we look 
resplendent in our outfits. 
 
We had a coach trip to Chester  
Christmas market. The weather was 
kind to us but that didn’t stop some 
indulging in glühwein, or hot chocolate 
laced with something alcoholic. 

Members attended the National Annual 
Meeting in Southport in June. This is 
always an opportunity to meet up with 
Trefoil friends from other parts of the 
country. Some members made their 
own way there and 12 of us travelled 
by minibus and had two nights away. 
 
During the meeting a cheque for 
£113,875.86 was presented to Riding 
for the Disabled, the Trefoil Guild’s 
adopted charity for Trefoils 75th  
birthday year. 

 
I have had great pleasure in presenting 
five members with their Gold Voyage 
Awards. Guilds continue to run exciting 
programmes with both indoor and  
outdoor activities and are always  
happy to welcome new members. 
 

Chair: Chris Blenkinsopp 



International Team 

International has continued to go 
from strength to strength this Guiding 
year. Members have visited a range of 
destinations including Austria,  
Belgium, Berlin, Budapest, Czech  
Republic, Disneyland Paris, Hungary, 
Kenya, Luxemburg, Netherlands  
Norway, Poland, and Switzerland, 
 
These trips have taken the form of 
division trips and a County team  
entering the region Fairy Tales and 
Scary Tales Challenge.  
 
This means that during the Guiding 
year 2018 to 2019 we offered the  
following number of members  
international opportunities: 
Brownies - 26 
Guides - 65 
Ranger/Knots - 31 
Leaders – 43 
Total – 165 members  

International selection took place in 
February 2019 to select members for 
our 2020 country trips. We selected 20 
guides and four leaders to go to Camp 
Brave in Scotland. A further 12 Guides/
Rangers and three leaders were  
selected to go on an adventure trip to 
Iceland.  

In addition, 20 girls aged between 16 
and 24 and five leaders were selected 
to travel to the Cayman Islands to  
carry out a unique service project in 
2020.  
 
All the groups who are travelling next 
year (2020) continue to make good  
progress with their planning.  
 
We are delighted to confirm that in 
2021 we will be taking a group on a 
Snow Adventure in Finland. This  
opportunity is for 18-30 (Knots) and 
will be led by Major Natalie Taylor.  

 
Thank you to everyone who has  
supported our members on our  
international trips this year your  
continued support is invaluable. 
 

 
Adviser: Natalie Ainsworth 

 



 

14-18 Team 

This year has seen the start of a big 
changeover in the Ranger Programme 
for us all. It is always good to have new 
challenges and interests to keep us 
motivated and it is particularly  
pleasing that we now have Interest 
Badges for this section to work  
towards. 
 
It is also pleasing to hear that we have 
a few new Ranger units opening up 
across the County with some of them 
operating as ‘hubs’. 
 
We say goodbye to the Baden Powell 
Challenge Award and the Chief Guide 
Award and welcome the new Gold 
Award. 
 
This year has seen three successful  
Baden Powell Challenge Weekends, a 
murder mystery, a barge trip and an 
outdoor one in the Peak District  
National Park. We are pleased to be 
able to offer a last weekend in the  
autumn term to sweep up any girls who 
have missed the opportunity to  
complete one. 
 
I would like to express our thanks to all 
of the Divisions and leaders who have 
held weekends over the years to  
accommodate this part of the award. 
 
The Queens Guide Award has seen 
three completed this year. We have 
also had Chief Guide and  
Commonwealth Awards gained. The 
Duke of Edinburgh Award has also seen 
both Gold and Bronze Awards gained. 
 

The Young Leader Award continues to 
be popular which is great for us as they 
are our future leaders! 
 
Many of these achievements were  
celebrated at our Presentation Evening 
in June held at the County Buildings at 
Stafford. This was a lovely evening 
which we enjoyed with our special 
guests. 
 
Our speaker was Rachel Norbury who 
gave us an insight into the new 18-30 
years ‘Knots’ section. 
 
Our summer has culminated with the 
‘Knots’ Ball which was held at  
Tillington Hall in Stafford in July. Here 
a hundred members gathered to  
celebrate the new initiative with a 
tasty meal, great company and a  
fabulous ‘Silent’ disco, (which wasn’t 
really silent as the girls sang their 
hearts out to their favourite songs- a 
joy to hear!). 
 
Rachel Norbury who is one of the  
Midland coordinators for the 18-30  
offer officially launched Staffordshire’s 
‘Knots’ programme to us all and  
provided us with the opportunity to 
find out more about what is on offer 
for this very important age group. 
 
We also had a Sweetie corner and a 
Photo Booth both of which were  
popular with the girls and leaders! 
 
 

Adviser: Andrea Smith 



 

Programme & Training Team 

We’ve had another very busy year of 
training. We’ve held two very well  
attended County Training days that  
focussed on the new programme and 
have also provided this training at  
division level when requested.  
 
Thanks to our programme trainers and 
our guest speakers we have prepared 
leaders from every division to  
introduce the new programme into 
their units. We’ve heard very positive 
stories about how Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides and Rangers have responded to 
the implementation of the new  
programme which has been great to 
hear.  
 
We’ve continued to provide our two 
mandatory training topics of first  
response and safe space. We’ve 
adapted the safe space training to 
meet local need and have provided all 
four levels of this training within the 
county. We have got a very busy year 
ahead where we will focus on ensuring 
everyone is trained to the appropriate 
safe space levels required before the 
December 2020 deadline.   
 
The training team has continued to 
provide the Staffordshire Leadership 
Induction Programme (SLIP) across the 
County. This has continued to be well 
attended and feedback from  
participants remains very positive. 
 
 

Our mentor lead has provided mentor 
workshops to 40 mentors and a  
successful thank you event was held 
for our mentors to acknowledge and 
thank them for their continued efforts 
in supporting leaders to achieve their 
leadership qualification.  
 
The verification team have continued 
to work very hard behind the scenes 
this year and have kept up well with 
demand, making sure folders are  
verified as soon as possible so leaders 
can gain their qualification and provide 
high quality guiding in Staffordshire.  
 
The team have verified 68 folders since 
last summer meaning we have 68 more 
qualified leaders in Staffordshire. 
 
During this past year Girlguiding  
Staffordshire were given the  
opportunity to take part in a national 
pilot that involved trialling a newly 
proposed nationally recognised  
accredited leadership unit. Some of 
our leaders, leaders in training,  
mentors and verifiers participated in 
this pilot and many of leaders in our 
County who participated in the pilot 
have now achieved this accredited 
qualification which is excellent  
progress in recognising the skills we 
have within our leadership roles.  
 
 

Adviser: Helen Nicholls 



 

Outdoor Team 

The Outdoor Team have had another 
busy year supporting leaders going out 
and about and getting to grips with the 
new programme.   
 
Units around the county have  
continued to provide fantastic  
residentials and events and have  
definitely had 'Adventures'. Many using 
the great venues and facilities that are 
on our doorstep and others going  
further afield to explore, Scotland, 
Disneyland, Wellies & Wristbands to 
name a few.  

Supported by our County and division 
camp & holiday advisers, plus  
dedicated mentors and leaders, an  
impressive 19 ladies  have completed 
various modules of the 'Going Away 
With’ scheme and been awarded this 
qualification to enable them to take 
their units away on residentials,  
allowing hundreds more girls the 
unique opportunity of going away with 
Guiding. 

Our water activities base at Manor Park 
has had another successful year.  
Despite heavy rains at the start of the 
season, over 800 members have been 
out on the water in a range of craft, 
including the bellboats, katakanus, 
kayaks and the increasingly popular 
fleet of paddle boards.  Huge thanks go 
to Annette and her team of instructors 
that ensure we continue to offer these 
wonderful activities at a remarkable 
venue. 
 
Special shout outs must go to 15th 
Stafford Brownies,  as well as the  
Iceland International trip  and last but 
not least the County Adult team, who 
all won their races at the annual  
regatta. Congratulations. A final thank 
you goes to all the teams, leaders and 
parents that supported the event. 

 
 

Adviser: Alison Holmes 



 

Burton Division 

After a fantastic time at Unity the  
Division started to plan our  
Centenary celebrations for 2019.   
 
In February two of our Leaders  
Kerry-Ann & Vanessa led a County trip 
of Guides to Switzerland and had an 
amazing time.   

 
At the beginning of May 63 Brownies, 
Guides & Leaders had a fantastic time 
at PGL Caythorpe Court, the high swing 
was a particular favourite! Also in May 
we held our annual May Fair at the  
Orchard, this time we included a  
Rucksack Ramble which received lots 
of support from families.   
 
June brought our open week at Brook 
House where each unit met on their 
respective night with activities  

organised for each section.  The Trefoil 
were amazing, baking a new birthday 
cake every day and organising the  
activities, the highlight being a mosaic 
which everyone helped put together.  
On our final evening of the week we 
held our AGM, when we were fortunate 
to have Maureen attend to present Gill 
with a gift from County and Gill’s team 
made a presentation to her to mark 
the end of her term as Division  
Commissioner. 
 
Our final outing to date was a Division 
Rainbow trip to Twin Lakes, which was 
a huge success.  Roll on the rest of the 
year and further planned Centenary 
Celebrations.   
 
Can we take this  
opportunity to 
thank Gill Wigley as 
outgoing Division 
Commissioner for 
all her hard work 
and support for the 
Division. 

 
 
 

 
Division Commissioner: Pat Sage 



 

Cannock Division 

This has probably been one of the 
most challenging years for Cannock 
Division that we have had for some 
time.  
 
In 2018 we had seen our numbers grow 
well, however this has dropped  
significantly with the loss of almost 90 
girls across all sections in the division 
over the year. Despite the fact we 
have a steady waiting list with  
constant numbers, we have struggled 
to maintain membership. Sadly, we 
also had to close one Rainbow and one 
Brownie unit, but some lateral thinking 
and manoeuvring has meant that we 
have kept other units open and  
carrying and offering great Guiding to 
the girls.. 
 
Despite this, it has been a busy year 
for all sections from Rainbows to  
Rangers, especially with the new  
programme. Some units jumped 
straight in; others have taken time to 
complete old programme activities. 
The transition programme has helped a 
number of girls to achieve their Gold 
Awards and we have had a significant 
number of Guides completing their  
Baden-Powell Awards too. 
 

Chase Grammar 
School reached out 
to us to support links 
with the school and 
the community 
which has meant we 
have helped to  
provide leadership 
experiences for its  
pupils. Our AGM and 
Thinking Day event 
were also hosted by 
the school. 

 
This years AGM was themed around cup 
cakes! We also launched our local  
depot that night and for the first time 
presented four leaders with President’s 
awards. 

 

Our Thinking Day event was based on 
the WAGGGS leadership theme. Girls 
built their own time travelling machine 
and flew through time to experience 
Guiding! A Beauty and the Beast day 
saw Rainbows and Brownies becoming  
princesses with activities based on the 
Disney film.  
 
Girls have had the opportunities for 
sleepovers, pack holidays and camps in 
all sorts of places from Jungle Land, a 
Sea Life Centre, under aircraft, as well 
as the usual places you would find a  
Girlguiding member!  
 
The Mary Poppins Returns event was 
attended by some units and units have 
visited all sorts of places over the year 
including donkey sanctuaries, photo 
shoots with Santa and tea at  
McDonald’s 
 
If that wasn’t enough girls have  
upcycled, crafted, cared for wild life, 
made healthy and non-healthy food 
options, cooked using all sorts of  
methods, tried their hand at  
gardening, stayed safe on the internet,  
disco’d and even had time to chill with 
relaxation nights! 
 

Division Commissioner:  
Karen Micklewright 



 

Another busy year in Lapley with lots 
of fun and adventure throughout!   
 
Some units embraced the new  
programme immediately after its 
launch, especially one of the Gnosall 
rainbow units, as the start coincided 
with a new enthusiastic leader for the 
unit.   
 
In the run up to Christmas the  
Edible Construction Skills Builder lent 
itself very well to making gingerbread  
houses!  Gnosall guides have also been 
busy building bird boxes, bat boxes and 
bee houses all as part of skills builders 
but also as part of the Best Kept  
Village project. 
 
Many of the units in Penkridge made 
poppies in the autumn term, to add to 
those that were cascaded from 
Penkridge Methodist Church. There was 
also a poppy trail around the village 
which led to torchlight walks for units 
around the village.  Penkridge District 
held successful “Around the World” 
Thinking Day event. There have been 
lots of sleepover opportunities across 
the Division with Rainbows having  
pirate adventures, Brownies embracing 
emojis and Guides at Hixon, Beau and 
PGL.   
 
Trips away from the meeting place 
have included the Big Gig, Harry Potter 
World, a canal cruise, and horse riding.  

Cannock Chase continues to give us 
outdoor opportunities, as does Manor 
Park. 
 
We held a very  
successful Division 
bowling event in 
Stafford with  over 
200 girls bowling on 
the night.  The 
three Guide units 
across the Division 
have also had a 
joint campfire, this 
year at Maer,  
complete with grass 
sledging. 
 
Our Division international trip has  
involved fundraising beforehand with 
pub quizzes and cake sales to support 
14 girls and five adults for eight days in 
the Czech Republic.   
 
We packed a lot into our 8 days such as 
sightseeing in Prague, finishing the day 
off with dinner on an evening cruise on 
the Vltava river, a day’s canoeing (in a 
thunderstorm) and a trip to a  
concentration camp as well as a visit to 
Prague Zoo. We visited a glassworks to 
see Bohemia crystal being made, 
toured a castle, challenged ourselves 
in a crytal maze type activity centre 
and went tobogganing. A very  
successful trip!  

Division Commissioner: Fiona Roberts 

Lapley Division 



 

Leek Division 

 
What another wonderful year we 
have had in Leek Division. It has gone 
so quickly but we’ve managed to 
cram quite a lot into those 12 
months. 
 
The start of the Autumn term saw a 
division day out to Peak Wildlife Park 
in the pouring rain. We’ve become 
quite used to the rain and didn’t let it 
stop our Sausage Sizzle in October. We 
just moved it indoors! 
 
Also in this term 3rd Leek Brownies  
celebrated their 80th Birthday with a 
party and lots of cake. In November 
many of our girls and leaders took part 
in Remembrance Parades and services. 

 
The division have embraced the new 
programme and at the County Training 
Day in November we were the most 
represented division there taking up 
over 10% of the spaces.  
 
We ended 2018 with a Rainbow  
Christmas Fun Day that was well  
attended and lots of fun.  
 
We kicked off 2019 with a trip to the 
cinema. Lots of units headed down to 
the Odeon on Festival Park to watch 
Mary Poppins.  
 
In February some units in Leek and  
Biddulph successfully applied for the 
Grants to Grow fund and were awarded 
vouchers to buy new programme  
resources.  
 

Also in February we had Guides from 
Moorside District head to Switzerland 
on a snow adventure as part of a  
County team. The photos looked  
amazing and it really did look like they 
had a lot of fun! 

 
Once again we have Guides who have 
completed their Baden Powell  
Challenge and were presented with 
them at the county awards evening in 
Stafford in June.  
 
Most excitingly we opened a Division 
Ranger Unit in March. The unit is going 
from strength to strength and we  
finally have a way of retaining our 14+ 
members who aren’t Young Leaders.  
 
I must offer my very grateful thanks to 
all of the leaders and other volunteers 
that keep our units running on a  
weekly basis. We have lots of full, 
healthy units with lots of girls always 
wanting to join us and be part of what 
we offer. 
 

Division Commissioner: Claire Keen 



 

Lichfield Division 

The last 12 months have been  
another year of many exciting  
opportunities for everyone in  
Girlguiding Lichfield. 
 
During September many units began 
the new programme, lots of Skills 
Builders have been tried and UMAs 
tested. Several girls have completed 
new interest badges in various units. A 
brand new Guide unit has opened in  
Shenstone.  
 
October saw the Division Switzerland 
girls meet up for the weekend, they 
took part in friendly competitions and 
cooking activities, and the obligatory 
walk. Sam Abell gained her module 6 
GAW for Guides. 

 
In November we had 
our AGM and this 
year we had a quiz  
written by our  
Division President, 
Lesley. Several fun 
rounds of questions 
followed by a fish 
and chip supper. We 
also had our  
Division Brownie 
sleepover at the 

Think Tank. Over 100 members slept in 
and amongst the exhibits and had  
another fantastic experience. 
 
December saw Christmas parties,  
panto visits, bowling trips, carol  
singing and lots of other fun activities. 
 
During February we had another 
sleepover for our Switzerland girls plus 
many Thinking Day celebrations,  
including joint meetings and Lynn  
Districts trip to the Snowdome. A new 
Brownie Group opened in Whittington 
headed up by Sam Abell. 
 
The Division’s Rainbows were treated 
to a sleepover at Ashend Farm in 
March. Around 60 girls and leaders 
slept over, split between the two 
nights with another 30 attending  

during the day on the Saturday. A  
fabulous time was had by all and the 
staff at Ashend Farm and the Big Barn 
Playbarn were amazing. 
 
April brought the roll out of our new  
challenge badge - the GIG challenge. 
Girls are challenged to bring an adult 
to their meetings for four consecutive 
weeks. The adults take part in the 
meetings to various degrees and  
receive a certificate upon completion. 
The girl who has brought the adult  
receives a badge. This was an initiative 
to encourage more new volunteers and 
has been very well received. 
 
During June we had our Bon Voyage 
afternoon which was attended by Julie 
Tanner and Natalie Ainsworth.  The 
highlight being them trying to get 
group mascot Ally the Alpine Goat’s 
teeny tiny international necker on! 
 
As the academic year comes to an end 
we can say we have had a great time, 
with many and varied challenges and 
opportunities along the way. Onwards 
and upwards. 
 

 
Division Commissioner: Penny Williams 



 

Longton Division 

The end of last year saw us  
concluding our 100-year celebrations 
by having a princess disco for all  
sections. Leaders and girls all dressed 
up and enjoyed a fun event.   
 

We finished 2018 
with another division 
trip this time we all 
boarded the Santa 
train at the Churnet 
Valley wearing our 
green 100-year  
hoodies and Santa 
hats.  We had a  
fabulous start to 
Christmas as well as 
ending our centenary 
celebrations.   

   
During the year we took part in the 
Remembrance Parade along with the 
Cadets and Scouts. 
 
2019 has so far seen us join the Scouts 
again to take part in the annual St 
George’s Day Parade, which also is our 
annual fundraising event – this year we 
raised money for YES – Young Epilepsy 
Staffordshire.  
 

The last weekend in May we took over 
60 Brownies to Maer to camp out under 
canvas. This was the first time we had 
done this with our division and it was a 
great weekend full of fun and  
adventure.   The Brownies and leaders 
and were also joined by our  
Rangers and Young Leaders, who were 
an amazing help during the event. It 
was lovely to see lots of Brownies from 
lots of units join together.   
 
Finally, a year ago I was an Assistant 
Division Commissioner along with  
Andrea Smith for Judith Parry. Now as 
Division Commissioner I would like to 
thank you both for 
all that you did 
over the five years 
and for your  
continued support 
to me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Division Commissioner: Lisa Miller 



 

Needwood Division 

It has been a privilege to serve as  
Division Commissioner in Needwood 
Division with such an enthusiastic and 
committed team of Leaders, Young 
Leaders and Unit Helpers.  
 
All our units are full and many have a 
waiting list which is testament to all 
the hard work the leaders put into 
their meetings.  
 
Congratulations to Gill McKiernan who 
received the Midlands Chief  
Commissioners Award during the year 
and all those who completed their 
Leadership Qualifications. Sally Hurley 
from Fradley Brownies has also gained 
her Modules 1-4 in the Going Away 
Scheme.  
 
On a sad note our Division President, 
Ruth Bedford, died after a year long 
struggle with illness. She will be  
greatly missed for her wisdom, craft 
skills, her wonderful sense of fun,  
enjoyment and enthusiasm for  
Girlguiding. 
 
We have had an exciting year in  
Needwood Division. All units have  
embraced the new programme,  
attending trainings and using the new 
materials. The District Commissioners 
and Division Treasurer worked hard to 
secure funding for the new programme 
material and books for the girls. We 

have seen many new interest badges 
gained and four Brownies have been 
awarded their Gold Award. 
  
The girls have had many adventures 
during the year, getting out and about 
during their weekly meetings and  
making full use of the facilities at  
Manor Park, Tatenhill Campsite and 
Whitemoor Lakes.  

 
Guide units have been camping and 
away for the night and Brownies have 
been on sleepovers and pack holidays. 
The highlight for over 100 Brownies 
was a Division Brownie Holiday at 
Smallwood Manor.  
 
Six Guides had a wonderful time  
representing Needwood Division on the 
Snow and Ice County International 
Trip.  
 

Division Commissioner: Carol Ridley 



 

Newcastle Division 

This year we have been busy working 
hard to provide a programme of 
events for all the age ranges within 
the Division. 
 
In October Guides and Leaders went to 
the Big Gig at Wembley which is always 
popular and always loud!  This year 
flashing flowery headbands were the 
headwear of choice. 
 
Everyone tried their best to escape our 
AGM as we did our very own Escape 
Rooms.  When a team solved all the 
clues and got to the keys to open the 
box they got to eat the scones and 
cream inside. 
 
In February Loggerheads Guides made 
their way to Disneyland Paris. 18 
months of fundraising really helped 
everyone have this adventure.   
Stephanie Corbett who led the trip also  
completed her International Module. 
 
During the summer the Brownie  
Treasure Hunt and Guide’s Rucksack 
Ramble took place.  Our Rangers 
helped to organise the Rucksack  
Ramble and are becoming an essential 
part of the team in any event we plan.  
Many of these were Rainbows in the 
division so it is especially satisfying to 
see this transition. 

Ten leaders completed their LQ this 
year and Carol Goldsack has qualified 
as a trainer demonstrating the  
commitment within the division. 
 

 
The commitment of one member has 
been recognised in a particularly  
special way.  We are finishing the year 
on a real high as our president Glenda 
Lockley has just received the Midlands 
Region Award. Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 

Division Commissioner: Ruth Farrell 



 

Rugeley Division 

Another lively year in Rugeley has 
flown by and we are delighted to  
welcome two new Leaders in  
Training, several Unit Helpers and 
Young Leaders for Rainbow units as 
well as an experienced Leader 
‘converting’ to Guides! 
 
We were sorry to say goodbye to a 
Rainbow Leader and her Mum who ran 
the unit for 32 years. 
 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and  
Rangers have had a busy year gradually 
taking on board the new programme 
and a Rainbow and Brownie unit  
proudly awarded some of the first Gold 
Award Badges in the Division.  
 
100th, 50th and 21st milestones were 
celebrated with a sleepover at the 
Sealife Centre, European Inter-railing 
trip and birthday camp/campfire.    
 

Units have done many activities  
including crafts celebrating Christmas, 
Mothering Sunday, Father’s Day, Easter 
and Chinese New Year.  
 

Camps and trips have included a  
pamper weekend, Peter Rabbit,  
Jumanji, and Spy Camps; Legoland, 
Disney also Brownie, Guide and Ranger 
trips to Manor Park.   
 
Fundraising for units’ international 
trips and charity have included coffee 
& cakes, quiz nights, a variety show 
and wellbeing evenings.  
   
The significance of Remembrance  
Sunday was observed with attendance 
from most units, the Rainbows joining 
services at the churches and cenotaphs 
throughout the Division.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year two Leaders received their 30 
and 40 year long-service awards, a 
Brownie Leader received her Queen’s 
Guide Award also three Leaders  
received commendations at the  
Support Staffordshire awards. 
 
The Division is proud of their Leader 
who has been appointed as a County  
Co-ordinator for Knots. The launch at 
the Knots and Crosses Ball saw many 
Rugeley members attend and we wish 
them enjoyment as they start new  
adventures. 
 

 
Division Commissioner: Jenny James 



 

Stafford Division 

What a year in Stafford Division, with 
so many outings, sleepovers and 
camps. In the units the introduction 
of the new programme has given the 
Leaders a set of new challenges.  
 
Here is a snapshot of what has been 
happening around the districts. 
 

Castle District had a “boys night”,  
inviting all the girls’ dads, uncles, or 
granddads. They made dens, wrapped 
the boys in toilet roll bandages and had 
them all skipping into a Brownie Ring. 
They visited the Mayor’s Parlour as part 
of the Science Investigator badge. 
  
Our Ranger unit continues to thrive 
with many exciting evenings, anything 
to do with food seems to be a highlight 
for the girls. 
 
Berkswich District had lots of outings, 
including Pets at Home, Pretty Pots, 
Clip and Climb and a picnic at  
Wildwood Park. 

 The Duke of Edinburgh group has  
completed their Bronze Award with 
some girls joining them from Cannock; 
one girl arrived at the meetings on her 
motorbike, that’s a first! 
 
Coton District went on a trip to the 
Think Tank in Birmingham, enjoyed a 
camp at Beaudesert and hosted a group 
of children from Belarus, all who are in 
remission from cancers as a result of 
the Chernobyl disaster. 
 

Congratulations to all the Leaders, Unit 
Helpers and Young Leaders who  
obtained awards and qualifications 
over the year.  
 
A massive thank you to you all for your 
time and support you give to Guiding in 
Stafford Division. 
 

 
 

Division Commissioner: Liz Hurst 



 

Stoke North Division 

I cannot believe that it has been 12 
months since my last report and units 
continue to be as busy as ever.   
 
Most units have now adopted the new 
programme whilst continuing to  
complete challenge badges and visits 
outside the unit meeting place.  There 
have also been many community  
projects taking place across all three 
districts with Guides having stalls at 
summer fairs, holding cake sales to 
raise money for charities, singing  
carols in local care homes, and  
attending Remembrance Day parades.   
 

I am pleased to announce that we have 
seen growth within the Division this 
year with the opening of two new 
units, a Rainbow unit in Tunstall  
District and a Brownie unit in Kidsgrove 
District.  Membership for 2019 has also 
increased significantly for both girls 
and leaders and we hope that we can 
continue to grow in numbers.  

I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to Stacey Holloway as the 
new District Commissioner for 

Kidsgrove District who replaces Gillian 
Bell whose term of office ended in  
November 2018.  I would also like to 
formally welcome Dianne Comer as our 
Division President  
 
Congratulations to Kath Cooper on  
receiving her 50 year service award.  
Unfortunately she was unable to be 
presented with this at the annual 
awards at Sandon Hall as she was  
otherwise engaged at camp with the 
Guides. Instead she had it presented in 
the unit meeting by our County  
Commissioners Maureen Recine and 
Julie Tanner alongside the girls in her 
unit, the parents and other leaders 
from across the Division.  
 
A huge thankyou to everyone in Stoke 
North Division for all you give to  
Girlguiding.   

   
 

Division Commissioner: Toni Ryan 



 

Stoke South Division 

Another Guiding year has absolutely 
flown by! It’s been my first full year 
as Commissioner and I’ve been  
delighted to have the opportunity to 
meet so many volunteers within the 
Division by attending each district’s 
meeting. 
 
It’s been a busy year of trips away.  
Every district has been on a camp or 
pack holiday, some districts have been 
away several times! That’s been quite 
a lot of RENs for checking and signing!! 
 
The new programme has been  
successfully implemented within the 
Division, it seems like so many units 
are having so much fun with the new 
activities. 
 
It’s been wonderful to see so many 
leaders’ events taking place (meals, 
overnights, trips to the zoo), without 
my wonderful Leaders we wouldn’t 

have such fantastic Guiding in the  
Division, so keep it up! 
 
It’s also been a successful year for 
grant applications, with Fenton District 
being awarded a number of grants to 
both grow guiding with promotional 
materials and support girls with  
disabilities by adapting their meeting 
place. 
 
Huge congratulations to all those who 
have completed their Adult Leadership 
Qualification and Going Away With 
scheme, Queen’s Guide Award 
(Kimberley Smith and Katherine  
Robinson), and a special mention to 
those who have gained their Long  
Service Awards, especially Rachael 
Rigby (20 Years). 
 
 

Division Commissioner:  
Kimberley Smith 



 

Stone & Eccleshall Division 

Stone & Eccleshall Division have  
taken on the new program with  
enthusiasm, and all units are working 
hard and embracing the new  
activities. All girls are learning and 
enjoying as they go, with badges  
being awarded at the end. 

Guides and Brownies attended Civic 
and Remembrance parades in Stone 
and Eccleshall and all of the Division 
attended Eccleshall for Thinking Day. 
 
One guide from 1st Stone Guides has 
gained her BP award. 
 
Three Guides were selected by the 
County to take part in international 
opportunities this year—one to  
Switzerland, one to Serbia and one to 
Fairy Tales and Scary Tales. 
 
We have five Guides from Stone &  
Eccleshall who have been chosen to go 
on international trips in 2020 and are 
busy fundraising including selling cakes 
and having a fashion sale. 
 
2nd Stone Brownies held a card making 
evening at Summerfeild residential 
home. 
 
Eccleshall Guides made a well dressing 
for Croxton, they did an amazing job. 
 
Three Rainbow units entered the Josie 
Harvey challenge all making objects 
out of recycled items. 

 
Stone district entered Stone Festival 
walking parade and won first prize. 
Stone & Eccleshall Brownies and Guides 
have so far had five sleepovers and two 
camps. 
 
One Eccleshall Guide was presented 
with a President Award for the help 
and support that she has given to her 
family as well as her continued to  
commitment to Guiding whilst coping 
with an illness in the family. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Division Commissioner: Jill Piggott 



 

Stone Outward Division 

Stone Outward Division have again 
had a really busy year with all units 
having a really varied programme.  
 
The number of girls has remained  
stable with two new leaders and Beth 
Beardmore and Cath Abrahams gaining 
their leadership qualifications. 
 
The Guiding year began with a project 
to Mombasa, led by Maureen Recine 
with five leaders and sixteen girls. The 
girls have built and equipped a library 
at Kididima School alongside  
entertaining the children with summer 
school activities. Other challenges  
included a conservation day at Haller 
Park catching butterflies, clearing 
paths and de-ticking tortoises (all the 

girls loved this) and continuing our 
links with our Guiding friends  
 
The Division came together to  
celebrate Thinking Day. Musical genius 
Ali Dale taught the girls to play African 
drums, various shakers and beaters and 
sing African songs whilst clapping out 
rhythms. It was a brilliant celebration 
for all with most of the Division  
members present having a great time. 
 
The Division came together again for a 
Sausage Sizzle with hot dogs and  
camfire singing led by Lauren Turner.  
The girls were very excited and the 
singing was very loud. It was lovely to 
see the Rainbows singing with the 
Guides and everyone joining in with 
older more classic songs. We did have 
to sing “found a bumble bee” the girls 
think it is new but I remember it from 
when I was a Guide! 
 
Aston Guides have camped at  
Kibblestone on a very wet weekend but 
somehow managed to keep clean.  
Tittensor Brownies had a trip away and 
Aston Brownies have a trip planned. 
 
Some great fun has been had by girls 
and leaders alike! 
 
 
 
 

 
Division Commissioner: Debra Turner 



 

Tamworth Division 

Tamworth Division has again had a 
busy year and provided a wealth of  
opportunities for all our members.  
 
Units have joined together for events 
in sections: Rainbows had an amazing 
day at Conkers; Brownies held a Saxon 
themed sleepover in Tamworth Castle, 
enjoyed an adventurous weekend at 
the Kingswood Dearne Valley Centre 
and enjoyed a Sausage Sizzle; Guides 
had a fantastic time at Ninja Warrior, 
the Monkey Forest and shopped at 
Trentham Gardens.  Our sections have 
mixed at a Team Building Event,  
Pantomime, Screening of Mary Poppins 
and preparations for this entry in the 
carnival. Our Strictly Come Guiding 
float and procession looked amazing.  
 
Our Ranger Unit held a Harry Potter 
themed residential in March. Our 
Young Leaders were delighted with 
their informal polo shirts and tucked in 
to a Traditional Afternoon Tea  
following Safe Space Training. Some of 
our members looked very glamorous as 
they attended the Knots & Crosses 
Ball.  
 
We have been out in the community 
performing in local care homes and we 
were warmly welcomed to The Battle 
of Britain Parade, a variety of  
Remembrance Day Parades across the 
town and the Mayor’s Civic Service.  
 
Our stall at the Community Games was 
very popular and we were well  
represented at the Christmas Lights 
Switch on where one of our Brownies 

earned the honour of switching on the 
lights having wowed the mayor with 
her chocolate cake when we  
participated in the Bake-Off at the 
Town Hall.  
 
Units also designed baubles which  
featured on our entry in the Christmas 
Tree Festival. The Rainbow, Brownie 
and Guide winners of our local poetry 
competition performed at the  
Tamworth Voices Christmas Show and a 
large number of our members  
performed numbers at the Scout and 
Guide Christmas Service which was 
well attended by us.  
 
Our Rangers supported the charity  
Colour Run at Drayton Manor Park 
where a great time was had by all. 
 
Leaders have embraced the new  
programme with girls enjoying some 
things but not others.  World Thinking 
Day for our Rainbows and Brownies  
involved Skills Builders and a badge 
taster activity from the Have  
Adventures theme.  
 
Guides and Rangers constructed time 
machines and went on a journey 
through time with activities from the 
WAGGSS resource Leadership:110 Years 
of Adventure. 
 
I am truly amazed by everything we 
have achieved during the past 12 
months bearing in mind it’s all above 
and beyond what’s happening at unit 
level. 
 

Division Commissioner: Jill Longhurst 



 

Threapwood Division 

Threapwood Division has been very 
busy this year with lots of fundraisers 
for girls going on Region, County  
International and Division trips.   
 
We have held stalls at our Spring Fair, 
cake stalls, meal fundraisers, attended 
Cheadle Carnival, local school fairs and 
Guess the Birthday of Twinkle giraffe. 

The girls have had lots of wonderful 
opportunities to gain confidence and 
have fun: Rainbows have been on the 
Region Twinlakes Funday and had a 
brilliant time!  Brownies have been on 
several Pack holidays at PGL, Maer and 
Beaudesert.  The Guides have held a 
sponsored walk, campfire cooking and 
tubing down the highest ski slope! 
 
The Division celebrated Thinking Day 
by celebrating at Cheadle Guild Hall 
with the Guide Service Team arranging 
the crafts, food and singing with the 
theme ‘Australia’.  
 
Mary Edwards our Division Treasurer 
retired in November and Sue Edwards 
has now taken on the role. 

 
We have had several awards presented 
in the Division: One  Leadership  
Qualification and two Baden Powell 
Awards. Leaders gained Refresher and 
Full Day First Aid and everyone is  
completing the Safe Space.  Dot  
Hudson received her 40 years service 
to Girlguiding. 

Our Division International trip is to 
Kenya for TWINKLE 2020.  Fundraising 
is well on the way for their Service 
Project to refurbish, paint and stock 
the school attached to the church they 
built in 2016. 
 
We have all been getting excited to try 
the New Programme and have had fun 
trying some of the new meeting  
activities and look forward to  
September to fully start the  
programme when we will all  
implement it. 
 
Division Commissioner: Sandra Walker 



 

Uttoxeter Division 

Uttoxeter has had another busy year 
where girl numbers have remained  
stable but several  new leaders have 
been welcomed through our  
recruitment activities. Several Duke 
of Edinburgh volunteers are also  
staying on as Young Leaders. 
 

We are delighted that 
Alison Holmes was 
awarded her Laurel 
Award, a complete 
surprise for her at the 
Annual Review!  
 
Our last BP Award will 
be gained by a Guide 
whose mum was the 
recipient of one of 
the first BP awards.  

 
Several Leadership Qualifications have 
been gained, and Going Away With  
licences are in progress. 
 
Units are becoming familiar with the 
new programme and the girls are  
enthusiastic about the badges! Division 
trainings have been well attended  
including by Young Leaders. Financial 
support for programme resources has 
been received from Uttoxeter Knights, 
the Lions and the Masons, and girls 
have raised funds through bagpacking. 
 
Community involvement has included 
units creating beautiful displays for a 

flower festival and a huge attendance 
at the Remembrance Parade.  
 
A fantastic Division effort was made in 
collecting toiletry items to fill over 140 
comfort bags for people in need at  
Burton & Derby Hospitals.  
 
Leaders enjoyed a Christmas social at 
our local coffee shop/bar; also known 
as the Division Commissioners office! 
70 Guides and Rangers and their  
leaders attended a fantastic day at 
Harry Potter World in January.  
 
International activities have included 
two leaders and a Guide enjoying the 
Snow and Ice Adventure in Switzerland, 
with others eagerly anticipating Fairy 
Tales & Scary Tales. Fundraising is  
underway for the Cayman Islands trip 
in 2020 where we will be represented 
by 2 leaders and 2 girls, and by 2 girls 
and a leader in Iceland.  
 
As I write this, our Regatta Team is in 
training to retain the paddles for  
another year! 
 
I have greatly enjoyed being  
Commissioner of this friendly and lively 
Division, and am delighted to be  
handing over to Tracey Chamberlain 
under whose leadership the Division 
will continue to flourish.  
 

Division Commissioner: Chris James 



 

We awarded the following  
Long Service Awards 

34 x 5 years 
26 x 10 years 
14 x 20 years 
15 x 30 years 
12 x 40 years 
3 x 50 years 

4 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 

Guides licences 

1 leaders completed 
their Going Away With  
International licence 

1 leader completed 
their Going Away With 

Rainbows licence 

The following ladies were 
awarded the Region Chief 

Commissioner Award: 
Adelle Cooper 
Sara Botham 

Gill Rawlinson 
Brenda Heathcote 

We awarded 11  
Staffordshire Awards 

We awarded 1  
Laurel Award 

1 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 
Senior Section licence 

4 leaders completed 
their Going Away With  

Brownies licences 

We awarded 4 Good 
Service Awards 

We awarded 49 Adult  
Leadership Qualifications 

15 leaders completed their 
Module 1 ALQ to retrain 
with another section. 

One amazing year for Girlguiding Staffordshire! 

2 leaders completed their Module 4 
ALQ to become leaders instead of 

assistant leaders. 


