
Training 

Events 

2019 May I wish you a  “Very Happy New Year”. I trust that you 
will enjoy seeing all that Girlguiding Staffordshire has on 
offer for 2019 in our Events Booklet. This is coming to you 
a little later this year as we had been unable to confirm 
all the dates prior to Christmas. 
 
What a year we had in 2018 with Unity as our “Centre 
Piece” So what does 2019 offer us all? I think that we will 
all need some respite from… dare I say, Brexit, so let us 
keep Girlguiding as our fun and a welcome break.  
 
It has been a pleasure to meet many members during the 
year at our events and I look forward to meeting many 
more at our 2019 events. 
 
Everyone will be introducing or will have introduced the new programme to the 
girls. The feedback from our first programme launch in November was very  
positive and we have put a new date in for January so that more leaders can join 
us and get to grips with all this new and exciting programme offers.  
 
We have entered into new partnerships as a result of the changes to the  
programme which is really encouraging and our first day with the Army at 
Swynnerton is promising to be a mega event.  
 
I was really excited to see that one unit in the county had invited parents to come 
in with the girls to try out new programme activities and they all had a great time. 
Why not introduce it your parents in a similar way? 
 
SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) continues to be well attended 
by our new leaders and this programme has really enhanced our support to  
them. There are four courses this year and they will all be at Hixon having  
listened to the feedback from participants. 
 
I do hope that you will put Friday 20th September in your dairies as we plan to  
celebrate and party like never before as Julie and I leave our roles and hand over 
to a new County Commissioner  
 
Enjoy your year ahead and I really hope to meet you at one of our events! 
 
Maureen Recine 
Girlguiding Staffordshire County Commissioner 

Welcome 



International 

Saturday 26th January 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
The adult international selection afternoon is your  
opportunity to come along and find out what attending an 

international adventure as a leader  
entails. The first part of the day is packed 
with information and answers all of those 
burning questions you may have.  
 
For anyone who decides that they’d like to be considered for an 
international trip then they are invited to stay for the rest of the 
day to take part in a series of activities designed to help you  
consider different scenarios as well as having a short interview to 
find out the type of trip you’d be most suited to. 

2nd & 3rd February 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
During this weekend we will select girls who will be suitable for our 2020  
international trips. Girls need to be nominated for selection by their divisions.  
 
Throughout the weekend we will be assessing the girl’s  
suitability for an international opportunity. They will work, 
both individually and as part of a team taking part in a 
range of tasks and activities which will be very varied. 
 
The girls will also have a 10-15 minute interview where we 
try to find out more about them as individuals what are 
their likes and dislikes and why they want to represent the 
county at an international event. 

Adult International Selection Afternoon 

Girl International Selection Weekend 

Bon Voyage Event 

Friday 5th July 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Before this year’s international travellers set off on their various trips we are  
holding a Bon Voyage evening to wish them well and share some last minute hints 
and tips. Everyone is welcome to come along and wish them ‘bon voyage’! 

Ages 14-30 

Friday 28th June 2019 
County Buildings, Stafford 
Members from the age of 13+ will be invited to receive 
awards that they have gained during the past year at 
our celebratory evening. This will be the last year that 
we will present Baden Powell Challenge Awards as the 
guiding programme has changed. 
 
It is a pleasure to present so many awards each year 
which will also include Queen’s Guide and Duke of  
Edinburgh Awards. We are very proud of each and every 
girl who has worked hard to achieve an award and they 
deserve the recognition that this special evening gives them. 

Saturday 6th April 2019 
Kibblestone Scout Campsite 
Staffordshire are looking to EMPOWER our young adults 
with this full day event that will spark members to  
explore new opportunities within guiding and equip 
them with skills to be bold and brilliant. 
 
The day will consist of adventurous outdoor activities, discovering awards and  
opportunities currently available to those aged 14-30. You will meet other  
like-minded members in Girlguiding Staffordshire, learn from inspirational women 
within Staffordshire and develop skills to be exceptional! The day will finish with a 
fun filled evening barn dance with food and live music. 
 
Finally, this event will include the launch of the new 18-30s  offer within  
Staffordshire  -  KNOTS! 

Award Presentation Evening 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

KNOTS Presents EMPOWER! 

Girlguiding Staffordshire promotes the Duke of Edinburgh Awards and 
we encourage all  girls who are 13 or older and interested in  
completing their Duke of Edinburgh awards to register with our DofE 
adviser Jenny. Please contact Jenny at donandjen.mason@talktalk.net 
for more information. Jenny would also be happy to come along and 
talk to the girls if they would like to know more about the award. 

 



Arts & Crafts 

Saturday 12th October 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
It is always good to share a new craft with your 
girls, especially at Christmas and back by popular 
demand is our Christmas Craft event. Everyone is 
welcome and you will amaze the girls with the new 
ideas that you go away with. We know you will not 
be disappointed! 

3rd Sunday Of Each Month 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Our Girlguiding Staffordshire Choir was 
launched in 2016 and they have gone from 
strength to strength and it is really great to 
hear them. The choir has lots of opportunity 
to grow and they welcome new members.  
 
If you love to sing then come along and join 
them. They are a fun and sociable singing 
group for all our adult members. You don’t 
need to audition and no previous experience is required. Just come along to one of 
our practices and see for yourself. The choir meet late afternoon on the third  
Sunday of each month. Email county.admin@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to  
confirm the time and venue of the month you would like to attend. 

County Choir 

Christmas Crafts 

Outdoor 
Manor Park 
Girlguiding Staffordshire owns numerous kayaks and 
canoes, two bellboats, two katacanus and a variety 
of paddleboards plus all the ancillary safety  
equipment all of which are at Manor Park, Kings  
Bromley.  
 
The season runs from April to October and units 
may visit during the evenings for sessions lasting up to two hours. There is a team 

of qualified voluntary instructors who  
accompany the groups on the water.  
 
No experience is needed for any of the  
water activities as full instruction is given by 
the dedicated team. Information regarding 
costs and location can be found on the  
county website.  

Saturday 13th July 2019 
Manor Park, Kings Bromley 
Manor Park is the venue for the “Annual Regatta” which this year has moved from 
September to July so what better way to end the summer term than by bringing 
your girls along to take part. 
 
Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Young Leaders, Knots, and Leader teams are invited to 
enter the regatta. Races are run against the clock over a short course. There will 
be a prize for the best fancy dressed team. It’s a fun event which parents may wish 
to come along to and cheer your team on to victory. The adult competition is really 
great fun, why not enter a team, and gain the top spot! 

 

Saturday 18th May 2019 
Manor Park, Kings Bromley 
The Dabble Day is a very popular day specifically  
designed so that small groups of Guides, Rangers, 
Young Leaders and leaders can sample what Manor 
Park can offer in the hope that they will return with 
their units for a full evening session.  

Guides & Senior Section Dabble Day 

Manor Park Regatta 



Saturday 24th March 2019 
Saturday 5th October 2019 

County Headquarters, Hixon 
 
All camps, holidays, sleepovers and overnight events must 
have an ‘Event Co-ordinator’ who holds the appropriate  
residential licence  (or is undergoing assessment for one).  
Holding a residential qualification will open up a whole host 
of new and exciting opportunities for you and your unit. Our 
outdoor team will support you throughout your training and 
offer you lots of guidance to help set up your first residential 
event.  
 
The Going Away With Scheme 
is a flexible qualification 

which allows leaders to gain the appropriate  
residential qualification depending on the type of 
residential they are planning. 
 
The scheme includes a basic Going Away With  
licence which must be completed by all leaders 
who are taking their girls away on a residential along with additional modules  
depending on the type of residential planned. The Outdoor Team can advise on the 
number of modules you need to take and additional information can also be found 
on the main Girlguiding website. 
 
This training is always popular so ensure that you book early to avoid  
disappointment. 

Outdoor 

Did you know that you view our latest 
news and events via our app? 

Just search ‘Girlguiding Staffordshire’ in your app store. 

‘Going Away With’ Training 

Planner 2019 

January 

February 

March 

5th & 6th January Division Commissioner Weekend 

12th January A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

19th January First Response Training—Full Course 

26th January Adult International Selection Afternoon 

26th January New Programme Training 

2nd & 3rd February County International Selection for Girls 

9th February A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

 

1st March Commissioners' Annual Conference 

2nd & 3rd March SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

2nd & 3rd March Being Our Best—Army Leadership Day 

3rd March A Safe Space—Level 2 Training 

24th March Going Away With Training 

April 

6th April EMPOWER 

6th April First Response Training—Full Course 

9th April Commissioner  Workshop 

13th April A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

May 

8th May Financial Matters Workshop 

12th May A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

18th May Manor Park Dabble Day 

29th & 30th May Staffordshire County Show 

June 
5th June Commissioner  Workshop 

8th & 9th June SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 



9th June A Safe Space—Level 2 Training 

12th June Sausage Sizzle 

22nd June First Response Training—Full Course 

28th June Award Presentation Evening (Girls) 

29th June A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

29th June Presidents’ & Vice Presidents’ Afternoon Tea 

Planner 2019 

June 

July 

5th July Bon Voyage Evening 

7th  July County Adult Awards Celebration 

13th July Manor Park Regatta 

20th July A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

September 

6th September International Debrief Evening 

20th September Annual Review 

21st & 22nd Sept SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

22nd September A Safe Space—Level 2 Training 

26th September DBS Workshop 

26th September Commissioner  Workshop 

October 
5th October Going Away With Training 

12th October Christmas Crafts 

13th October A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

19th October First Response Training—Full Course 

November 
6th November Financial Matters Workshop 

23rd & 24th Nov SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

24th November A Safe Space—Level 2 Training 

Training 

The full First Response qualification will fulfil the  
requirements of the Leadership Qualification and will give 
you the confidence to deal with first aid emergencies 
should the need ever arise. Please make sure you book  
early to avoid disappointment. Visit our county website for 
more information and to book online. 

Saturday 19th January 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Saturday 6th April 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Saturday 22nd June 2019 
Clarkson Scout & Guide Hall, Stoke on Trent 
Saturday 19th October 2018 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

The First Response qualification needs to be renewed every three years. Rather 
than redoing the full day course, leaders can now take this refresher course that 
lasts just two hours.  
 
To book a course for your division please contact the County Training Team via 
the County Office at county.membership@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk. 

Wednesday 8th May 2019 
Wednesday 6th November 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
This workshop is designed to help commissioners,  
leaders or treasurers with any aspect of finance and we 
encourage anyone who would like a little more 
knowledge in handing finances, claiming Gift Aid etc to  
come along to our Financial Matters Workshop and get 
the best possible help and advice. 

First Response Training (Full Course) 

First Response Training (2 Hour Refresher) 

Financial Matters Workshop 



Training 

How great it is to have new leaders join Girlguiding Staffordshire. This course gives 
everyone who is new to leadership the opportunity to progress through the  
Leadership Qualification with others new to Girlguiding? It has been designed very 
carefully to ensure that everyone joining us gets a really good induction. There are 
four opportunities to choose from during 2019 covering many parts of the  
Leadership Qualification in the shortest possible time. To complete the SLIP course 
you need to attend both days. 

 

2nd & 3rd March 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

8th & 9th June 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

21st & 22nd September 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon  

23rd & 24th November 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme (SLIP) 

29th & 30th May 2019 
County Showground, Stafford 
During May half term we will once again 
be hosting a Girlguiding Staffordshire  
activity stand at the County Show. We had 
a fantastic response last year and so will 
be returning to give members of the public 
a taster of some of the fabulous  
activities that we offer our members. 

  
If you have a flair for PR we’d love to have you as part of our 
team. To be considered as part of our PR team then please 
email county.projects@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk for  
further information. 
 
Even if you don’t fancy being part of our PR Team then why not 
pop along and visit our stand and show your support. It would be 
great to see you! 

Staffordshire 

Staffordshire County Show 

Would you like the County Training Team to provide  
training in your district or division? 

Then why not book a venue for your leaders to have local training sessions? 
Whether it is section training, First Response, A Safe Space or mentor training, 

the County Training Team can provide a trainer. Email  
county.membership@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk for more information. 

Friday 20th September 2019 
County Showground, Stafford 
Come and join us for a look back over the past year and reminisce over the main 
events of the last seven years.  This year’s annual review will be different. We will 
enjoy a meal, entertainment and many surprises. It will be a fun packed evening 
you will not want to miss.  
 
It will be the last event that our County Commissioner, Maureen Recine, and  
Assistant County Commissioner, Julie Tanner, will organise so we are sure that they 
will make it very memorable for all members and we will all welcome and meet 
Staffordshire’s new County Commissioner. 

Annual Review 



 
There are 4 levels of A Safe Space training. All volunteers, 
regardless of role, will need to do the Level 1 e-learning 
training. Dependant on the role you have you will need 
complete further levels. Your Commissioner will be able 
advise you before you book or information can be found on 
the national website.  

Training 

Level 3 Safe Space 
Saturday 12th January 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Saturday 9th February 2019 
Marks & Spencer, Wolstanton 
Saturday 13th April 2019 
Hanley Fire Station, Stoke on Trent 

Sunday 12th May 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Saturday 29th June 2019 
Marks & Spencers, Wolstanton 

Saturday 20th July 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Sunday 13th October 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Thursday 26th September 2018 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Are you a new DBS verifier or just feel that you need a 
refresher? Then pop along to our DBS evening to get all 
of your DBS related questions answered.  

Level 2 Safe Space 

Sunday 3rd March 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon  
Sunday 9th June 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Sunday 22nd September 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

Sunday 24th November 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 

A Safe Space Training 

DBS Workshop 

Sunday 7th July 2019 
Sandon Hall, Staffordshire 
We are delighted to host our fifth presentation 
afternoon for our adult members at this  
stunning and special venue. Members who have 
given 20 years service or more together with 
those receiving county and Girlguiding awards 
will be invited to join us. If you feel that a 
member should be considered for an award, 
nomination forms can be found on our website 
and should be submitted to your Division  
Commissioner for endorsement and then sent to 
County HQ no later than 1st April 2019. 

Staffordshire 

Tuesday 9th April 2019 
Wednesday 5th June 2019 
Thursday 26th September 2019 
County Headquarters, Hixon 
Whether you have a new commissioner appointment or have been in role for  
sometime, you are invited to attend our series of workshops which are always very 
popular. If you have a challenge or query or just want learn more about a topic 
there will be a session for you and we encourage you join us. Further details will 
be sent directly to commissioners. 

 

Friday 1st March 2019 
Stone House Hotel, Stone 
Once again we will host our annual conference which is a 
great opportunity for all commissioners and county team 
leads to network and update at a very relaxed event with 
good food and friends. Invitations will be sent out during 
January. 

 

County Awards Afternoon 

Commissioner Conference 

Commissioner Workshop 



Booking T&C 

Making a booking 
Booking requirements and arrangements vary for each 
event. Check the event pages on the county website  
carefully to ensure you don’t miss any opening and closing 
dates.  
 
In the majority of cases bookings can be done online. If 
online booking is not available then booking forms will be 
available on the event’s web page.  
 
For events that have booking opening dates, these dates 
are fixed – you will not be able to book before this date. 
 
Bookings are open to those members stated on each event. 
Unless otherwise stated, there is no selection process, but 
please note numbers are limited for all events. Places will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Paying for the Event 
Booking dates are well in advance of each event to give 
you plenty of time to plan financially. Different events 
have different payment plans, outlined below. 

 
For events that are booked online. Once you have 

received your booking confirmation email 
please send your payment to the address  
specified. You will have 14 days to pay. If we 
do not receive your payment within 14 days 
then your place can be cancelled and offered 
to someone else.  

 
For events that require a booking form. Send the 

booking form and payment on the date that 
bookings open to confirm your place. 

 
Failure to provide payments by the required date(s) can 
result in your places being offered to others. 
 
Manual Requirements 
All current Guiding Manual requirements must be met  
so please check these carefully.  There may also be  
additional restrictions or requirements for each event. You 
will be advised of these in good time.  
 
Ratios and extra adults 
Leaders must follow the ratios for activities and residential 
events in the current Guiding Manual unless otherwise 
stated.  Please consider carefully how many Leaders are 
needed for each event. As demand for many of our events 
is high, it may not be possible to accommodate extra 
adults if this reduces the number of spaces available to 
girls. 
 
Leaders’ Children 
Please think carefully about bringing your own children to 
an event- they may be taking up places that could have 
gone to Girlguiding Staffordshire’s members. If, after 

looking at all alternatives, your unit cannot take part in an 
event without you taking your children it may be possible 
to accommodate them. 
 
Please note that if children of volunteers attend activities 
or events outside of the unit meeting place the adult:child 
ratios listed in the Girlguiding Manual must apply. Please 
note, the adult(s) assigned to supervise children of  
volunteers cannot also count in the ratio for the rest of 
the unit. 
 
DBS Checks 
All volunteers aged 18 or over who are staying overnight at 
a residential event must have completed the recruitment 
check process (non-member volunteers should be assigned 
the role of Residential Occasional Helper on Go!). 
 
The small print 
The information provided for all events is believed to be 
correct at the time of publication (either online or in 
print), but Girlguiding Staffordshire cannot guarantee that 
details, dates and requirements will not change if  
circumstances beyond their control change. Any changes 
will be detailed on the Girlguiding Staffordshire website. 
 
Cancellation Policy 
It may be possible to replace a member who has dropped 
out with another Girlguiding Staffordshire member of the 
same section and/or age group – Girlguiding Staffordshire 
must be informed of any such changes. 
 
If Girlguiding Staffordshire has to cancel an event due to 
unforeseen circumstances we will do our best to make 
refunds, less any costs that have be incurred until that 
point. Refunds are not guaranteed. 
 
Refunds 
All deposits and payments for events are non-refundable.  
 
In some cases there are waiting lists for events and we 
may be able to offer a unwanted place to someone on the 
waiting list. In this case it may be possible to offer a  
refund although this is not guaranteed. 
 
“No show” at event 
All events are costed on the number of places booked as of 
the closing date 
 
When you book your unit onto an event it is assumed that 
you have parental permission and received payment or 
have the collection of money in place. 
 
If you do not attend an event without a minimum of 28 
days’ notice you will be liable for the full cost of each 
reserved place. An invoice will be sent to you for  
immediate settlement. 

Girlguiding Staffordshire Booking Policy 

Staffordshire 

www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 
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