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Welcome 

We would both like to wish you all a very happy 
new year! I'm sure 2020 will be another busy and 
exciting year, with many opportunities for us all 
to get involved and develop new skills within  
Girlguiding. 
 

We are working hard to ensure that all leaders and volunteers have the 
chance to benefit from all that guiding has to offer no matter how long you 
have been involved.  We are delighted to have such a range of events on 
offer and hope to see you at one of these exciting days. 
 
Thank you for your wonderful support as we have taken on this incredible 
role, we hope you have a great year and we look forward to seeing many of 
you as we travel around the County. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Cat Kerr & Alison Holmes 
Girlguiding Staffordshire County Commissioners 

Girlguiding Staffordshire 
St Peter’s School Site 
Church Lane 
Hixon 
Stafford 
ST18 0PS 

Tel: 01889 270757 

Email: county.admin@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Web: www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Stay Connected 

Girlguiding Staffordshire Girlguiding Staffordshire 

StaffsGuiding @StaffsGuiding 

StaffsGuiding 



Army Leadership Day 
Following the success of our event last year, 
and due to popular demand, we will once again 
be offering girls aged 13+ the opportunity to 
complete the Lead Stage 5 skills builder with 
the British Army. 
 
This event will focus on developing skills in 
leading a team, creating a vision, compromise 
and negotiation through specially designed fun 
activities.  

Amey Engineering Day 
Do you have Guides or Rangers who are thinking of a 
career in engineering? If so this could be the perfect 
opportunity for them. Our engineering day, run by 
Amey Engineering, will let them explore a whole 
host of engineering activities from design through to 
testing, all in a sustainable way.  

Half of the day will be activities and the other half 
of the day will be seeing these skills put to the test 
on a local site visit.  

Dates      Venue 
Saturday 7th March    MOD Stafford 

Staffordshire 

Date       Venue 
Friday 30th October   Stafford 

Would you like the County Training Team to provide  
training in your district or division? 

Then why not book a venue for your leaders to have local training sessions? 
Whether it is section training, First Response, A Safe Space or mentor training, 

the County Training Team can provide a trainer. Email  
county.membership@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk for more information. 



Rangers & Young Leaders 

Members from the age of 14 will be invited to receive awards that they have gained 
during the past year at our celebratory evening. This will be the last year that we 
will present Baden Powell Challenge Awards as the guiding programme has 
changed. 
 
It is a pleasure to present so many awards each year which will also include 
Queen’s Guide and Duke of Edinburgh Awards. We are very proud of each and every 
girl who has worked hard to achieve an award and they deserve the recognition 
that this special evening gives them. 

14+ Award Presentations 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
Girlguiding Staffordshire promotes the Duke of Edinburgh Awards and 
we encourage all  girls who are 13 or older and interested in  
completing their Duke of Edinburgh awards to register with our DofE 
adviser Jenny. Please contact Jenny at donandjen.mason@talktalk.net 
for more information. Jenny would also be happy to come along and 
talk to the girls if they would like to know more about the award. 

Date       Venue 
Monday 29th June     Council Chambers, Stafford 



International 

The adult international selection event is your chance to find out 
what attending an international adventure as an adult entails. We 
aim to provide you with lots of information and answer any ques-
tions you may have.  If you then decide that you’d like to be con-
sidered for an international trip you are invited to stay for the rest 
of the evening to take part in a series of activities designed to 
help you consider different scenarios as well as having a short  
interview to find out the type of trip you’d be most suited to. 

During our selection weekend will choose girls over the age of 14 who will be  
suitable for our 2021 international trips. Girls need 
to be nominated for selection by their divisions.  

Throughout the weekend we will be assessing  
everyone’s suitability for an international  
opportunity. They will work individually and as 
part of a team taking part in a wide range of tasks 
and activities. 

Attendees will also have a short interview where 
we try to find out more about why they would like 
to represent the county at an international level. 

Adult International Selection Evening 

Girl International Selection Weekend 

Bon Voyage Event 
Each year before international travellers set off on their various trips we hold a 
Bon Voyage evening to wish them well and share some last minute hints and tips. 
Everyone is welcome to come along and wish them ‘bon voyage’! 

Date       Venue 
Thursday 16th January   County HQ, Hixon 

Date       Venue 
7th to 9th February    County HQ, Hixon 

Date       Venue 
Sunday 12th July     County HQ, Hixon 



Arts & Crafts 

One of the most popular events in the arts calendar is Christmas Craft event.  
Everyone is welcome and you will love all of the new ideas that you go away with. 
We know you will not be disappointed! 

Our Girlguiding Staffordshire Choir was launched in 2016 and they are always keen 
to welcome new members. No experience is required and you don’t need to audi-
tion to join them. It’s a fun and social singing group and they’d just love you to 
join them. The choir meet in late afternoon on the third Sunday of most months. 
Email county.admin@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to confirm the time and venue 
of the month you’d like to attend. 

County Choir 

Christmas Crafts 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 17th October   County HQ, Hixon 

Dates      Venue 
Sunday 19th January   County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 15th March    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 19th April    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 17th May    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 21st June    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 19th July    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 20th September   County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 18th October   County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 15th November   County HQ, Hixon  

Come along for some great new ideas for your Easter 
crafts. There will also be a selection of Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day crafts for you to try too. 

Easter Crafts 

Date       Venue 
Sunday 1st March    County HQ, Hixon 



The Going Away With Scheme is a flexible qualification 
which allows leaders to gain the appropriate residential  
qualification depending on the type of residential they are 
planning. 
 
The scheme includes a basic Going Away With licence which 
must be completed by all leaders who are taking their girls 
away on a residential along with additional modules  
depending on the type of residential planned.  
 
The Outdoor Team will support you throughout your training 
and can advise on the number of modules you need to take.   

 
Additional information can also be found on the main Girlguiding website. This 
training is always popular so ensure that you book early to avoid disappointment. 

Outdoor 

‘Going Away With’ Training 

Dates      Venue 
Saturday 21st March   County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 4th October    County HQ, Hixon 

Manor Park 
Girlguiding Staffordshire owns kayaks, 
canoes, two bellboats, two katacanus and 
a variety of paddleboards plus all the an-
cillary safety equipment all of which are 
at Manor Park, Kings Bromley.  
 
The season runs from April to October and 
units may visit during the evenings for 
sessions lasting up to two hours. There is 
a team of qualified voluntary instructors 
who accompany the groups on the water.  

 
No experience is needed for any of the water activities as full instruction is given 
by the dedicated team. Information regarding costs and location can be found on 
the county website.  



Outdoor 

Would you like to become a coach for Manor 
Park water activities centre? We need new 
instructors to support our existing coaches. No 
qualifications are needed, just enthusiasm and 
a love of watersports. Instructors need to be 
over 16 years of age.  
 
The cost of the Paddle Sport Instructor Course 
is £50 per person for the two day course.  
However, course funding may be possible, so 
please enquire with the Outdoor Team if you are interested.  
 
A pre-requisite for this course is Foundation Skills Rescue Test (FRST) which is  
offered below. 

Paddle Sport Instructor Course 

Dates      Venue 
13th & 14th June      Manor Park, Kings Bromley 

Foundation Skills Rescue Test 

This training course introduces simple skills 
which will enable you to ensure the safety of 
yourself and others as well as teaching  
appropriate rescue skills which can be used to 
help yourself or others in difficulty. 
 
This course must be completed before the  
Paddlesport Instructor Course.The one-day 
course costs £35 per person, however, funding 
may be available. Please enquire with the  
Outdoor team if you are interested. 

Dates      Venue 
Sunday 15th March     Manor Park, Kings Bromley 
Sunday 7th June    Manor Park, Kings Bromley 



Outdoor 

Join us on a night out in Sherratt’s Wood for a  
‘Back to Basics’ adventure! Book online now! 

Dates      Venue 
6th—7th June     Sherratt’s Wood, Leigh 

 Guides: £25 
Leaders: £10 

We are also looking for instructors for our 
paddle boards. Again we are just looking for 
someone who is enthusiastic, willing to learn 
and loves being on the water.  
 
The cost of the Paddle Board Instructor 
Course hasn’t yet been confirmed but funding 
may be available for this anyway. Please 
speak to the Outdoor Team if you are  
interested. 

Paddle Board Instructor Course 

Dates      Venue 
Saturday 2nd May     Manor Park, Kings Bromley 



Planner 2020 

January 

February 

March 

11th January  Commissioner ‘Lock-In’ 

16th January  Adult International Selection Evening 

18th January  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

18th January  A Safe Space—Level 4 Training 

18th January  First Response Training—Full Course 

19th January  Choir 

7th—9th  February County International Selection for Girls 

16th February  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

25th February  Commissioner Workshop 

April 

1st March  Easter Crafts 

7th March  Being Our Best—Army Leadership Day 

7th & 8th March SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

15th March  Choir 

15th March  Foundation Skills Rescue Test 

21st  March  Going Away With Training 

21st March  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

27th March  Commissioners' Annual Conference 

4th April  First Response Training—Full Course 

18th April  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

18th April  Programme Training 

May 
2nd May  Paddle Board Instructor Course 

13th May  Financial Matters Workshop 

16th May  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

17th May  Choir 

27th & 28th May Staffordshire County Show 

June 
6th & 7th June  Wild Night Out 

6th June  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

 



 

Planner 2020 

June 

July 4th July   First Response Training—Full Course 

12th  July  Bon Voyage Event 

19th July  Choir 

31st July –2nd August Brownie Camp 

September 
11th September International Debrief Evening 

16th September Commissioner  Workshop 

19th September A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

19th September A Safe Space—Level 4 Training 

20th September Choir 

26th & 27th Sept SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

October 
4th October  Going Away With Training 

10th October  Annual Review 

10th October  County Training Day 

10th October  A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

17th October  Christmas Crafts 

18th October  Choir 

30th October  Amey Engineering Day 

November 
14th November A Safe Space—Level 3 Training 

15th November Choir 

28th & 29th Nov SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

7th June  Foundation Skills Rescue Test 

10th June  Commissioner  Workshop 

13th & 14th June SLIP (Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme) 

13th & 14th June Paddle Sport Instructor Course 

16th June  Mentor Evening 

21st June  Choir 

28th June  County Adult Awards Celebration 

29th June  Award Presentation Evening (14+) 



Training 

The full First Response qualification will fulfil the  
requirements of the Leadership Qualification and will give 
you the confidence to deal with first aid emergencies should 
the need ever arise.  
 
Please make sure you book early to avoid disappointment. 
Visit our county website for more information and to book 
online. 

 

The First Response qualification needs to be renewed 
every three years. Rather than redoing the full day 
course, leaders can now take this refresher course 
that lasts just two hours.  
 
To book a course for your division please contact the 
County Training Team via the County Office  at  
county.membership@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk. 

First Response Training (Full Course) 

First Response Training (2 Hour Refresher) 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 18th January   Stockton Brook Guide HQ 
Saturday 4th April    County HQ, Hixon 
Saturday 4th July    County HQ, Hixon 

Are you a new DBS verifier or just feel that you need a 
refresher or have questions you want answering  
regarding the DBS system? If so then please email our 
membership co-ordinator in the County Office, at  
county.membership@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to 
arrange a workshop.  

DBS Workshops 



Training 

This free course aims to help new to leaders to  
understand what evidence is needed to complete the 
Leadership Qualification in as short a time as possible. 
 
Come and share ideas for games and activities with  
other new leaders and learn about the history and 
structure of Guiding locally, nationally and internationally. 
 
The first day we include a programme awareness session, some Promise activities 
and an introduction to managing the GO database. 
 
On the second day you will complete Safe Space Levels 1 & 2 followed by  
discussions on financial matters, behaviour management and leadership issues.  
 
Greatest benefit could be gained from attending both days but you are welcome to 
attend one day if needed to suit your personal circumstances. 

This workshop is designed to help commissioners,  
leaders or treasurers with any aspect of finance and we 
encourage anyone who would like a little more 
knowledge in handing finances, claiming Gift Aid etc.  
Come along to our Financial Matters Workshop and get 
the best possible help and advice. 

Financial Matters Workshop 

Staffordshire Leadership Induction Programme 
(SLIP) 

Date       Venue 
7th & 8th March     County HQ, Hixon 
13th & 14th June    County HQ, Hixon 
26th & 27th September    County HQ, Hixon 
28th & 29th November    County HQ Hixon 

Date       Venue 
Wednesday 13th May   County HQ, Hixon 



 
There are 4 levels of A Safe Space training. All volunteers, 
regardless of role, will need to do the Level 1 e-learning 
training.  
 
Dependant on the role you have you will need complete 
further levels. Levels 1 and 2 can be completed as  
e-learning. Levels 3 and 4 need to be completed as face to 
face training courses. 

Training 

Safe Space Training 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 18th January    County HQ, Hixon 
Sunday 16th February    Stockton Brook Guide HQ 
Saturday 21st March    Brook House, Burton 
Saturday 18th April     County HQ, Hixon 
Saturday 16th May    Trentham Methodist Church 
Saturday 6th June     Sherratts Wood, Hilderstone 
Saturday 19th September  County HQ, Hixon 
Saturday 10th October    Part of County Training Day 
Saturday 14th November   Whittington Cricket Club 

A Safe Space Level 4 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 18th January   County HQ, Hixon 
Saturday 19th September  County HQ, Hixon 

A Safe Space Level 3 



Training 

County Training Day 
Our County Training Day  will give you lots of 
opportunities to complete mandatory trainings 
such as Safe Space as well as well as sessions 
helping you to find new ideas for unit meetings 
and trying new skills. It is also a great  
opportunity to have a fun meeting with old and 
new friends in Guiding. 
 
Keep an eye on the County website as more  
information will be available early in 2020. For 
now, make sure you save the date in your  
diaries. 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 10th October   Weston Rd Academy, Stafford 

FREE Cricket Sessions 
We have partnered with Staffordshire Cricket to 
offer free taster sessions throughout 2020 for all 
Rainbow and Brownie units.  
 
Staffordshire Cricket will come to your unit  
meeting to run cricket themed games and  
activities with the girls. To book your free session 
please email k.whyle@staffordshirecricket.co.uk. 



We are delighted to host our annual  
presentation afternoon for our adult  
members at this beautiful venue. Members 
who have given 20 years service or more  
together with those receiving county and 
Girlguiding awards will be invited to join us. 
If you feel that a member should be  
considered for an award, nomination forms 
can be found on our website and should be 
submitted to your Division Commissioner for 
endorsement and then sent to County HQ no 
later than 1st April 2020. 

During May half term we will be returning to the 
Staffordshire County Show for our third year in a 
row. We will once again be hosting a Girlguiding 
Staffordshire activity stand following our  
previous successes.  

If you love chatting about Girlguiding and think 
you can sell it to visitors to the County Show 
then we’d love to have you as part of our team. 

Even if you don’t fancy being part of our event 
team then why not pop along and visit our stand 
and show your support.  

To be considered as part of our event team then please email  
county.projects@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk for further information. 

Staffordshire 

Staffordshire County Show 

Date       Venue 
27th & 28th May     County Showground, Stafford 

County Awards Afternoon 

Date       Venue 
Sunday 28th June     Sandon Hall, Sandon 



Did you know that you view our latest 
news and events via our app? 

Just search ‘Girlguiding Staffordshire’ in your app store. 

This year our Annual Review will form part of our County Training 
day. However, you do not need to be attending the training event 
to attend the Annual Review. This is a great social opportunity to 
join members of the county looking back over our previous twelve 
months. 

Annual Review 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 10th October   Weston Rd Academy, Stafford 

Staffordshire 

Mentor Evening 

Date       Venue 
Tuesday 16th June    County Headquarters, Hixon 

This event is an opportunity for all mentors to discuss 
all of the latest updates to the Leadership  
Qualification and the Going Away With scheme and to 
share tips and ideas with other mentors. 
 
The event is also open to anyone interested in  
becoming a mentor, whether for the Leadership  
Qualification, international trips or the Going Away 
With scheme.  



Commissioners 

Whether you have a new commissioner appointment or have been in role for  
sometime, you are invited to attend our series of workshops which are always very 
popular. If you have a challenge or query or just want learn more about a topic 
there will be a session for you and we encourage you join us. Further details will 
be sent directly to commissioners. 

Once again we will host our annual conference which 
is a great opportunity for all commissioners and county 
team leads to network and update at a very relaxed 
event with good food and friends. Invitations will be 
sent directly to district and division commissioners as 
well as county advisers. 

Date       Venue 
Saturday 11th January   County Headquarters, Hixon 

Commissioner ‘Lock In’ 

We will be inviting all division commissioners to get together to help form the  
business plan for the County over the next five years. Invitations will be sent  
directly to division commissioners. 

Commissioner Workshops 

Date       Venue 
Friday 27th March    Stone House Hotel, Stone 

Commissioner Conference 

Date       Venue 
Tuesday 25th February   County HQ, Hixon 
Wednesday 10th June   County HQ, Hixon 
Wednesday 16th September  County HQ, Hixon  



Booking T&C 

Making a booking 
Booking requirements and arrangements vary for each 
event. Check the event pages on the county website  
carefully to ensure you don’t miss any opening and closing 
dates.  
 
In the majority of cases bookings can be done online. If 
online booking is not available then booking forms will be 
available on the event’s web page.  
 
For events that have booking opening dates, these dates 
are fixed – you will not be able to book before this date. 
 
Bookings are open to those members stated on each event. 
Unless otherwise stated, there is no selection process, but 
please note numbers are limited for all events. Places will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Paying for the Event 
Booking dates are well in advance of each event to give 
you plenty of time to plan financially. Different events 
have different payment plans, outlined below. 

 
For events that are booked online. Once you have 

received your booking confirmation email 
please send your payment to the address  
specified. You will have 14 days to pay. If we 
do not receive your payment within 14 days 
then your place can be cancelled and offered 
to someone else.  

 
For events that require a booking form. Send the 

booking form and payment on the date that 
bookings open to confirm your place. 

 
Failure to provide payments by the required date(s) can 
result in your places being offered to others. 
 
Manual Requirements 
All current Guiding Manual requirements must be met  
so please check these carefully.  There may also be  
additional restrictions or requirements for each event. You 
will be advised of these in good time.  
 
Ratios and extra adults 
Leaders must follow the ratios for activities and residential 
events in the current Guiding Manual unless otherwise 
stated.  Please consider carefully how many Leaders are 
needed for each event. As demand for many of our events 
is high, it may not be possible to accommodate extra 
adults if this reduces the number of spaces available to 
girls. 
 
Leaders’ Children 
Please think carefully about bringing your own children to 
an event- they may be taking up places that could have 
gone to Girlguiding Staffordshire’s members. If, after 

looking at all alternatives, your unit cannot take part in an 
event without you taking your children it may be possible 
to accommodate them. 
 
Please note that if children of volunteers attend activities 
or events outside of the unit meeting place the adult:child 
ratios listed in the Girlguiding Manual must apply. Please 
note, the adult(s) assigned to supervise children of  
volunteers cannot also count in the ratio for the rest of 
the unit. 
 
DBS Checks 
All volunteers aged 18 or over who are staying overnight at 
a residential event must have completed the recruitment 
check process (non-member volunteers should be assigned 
the role of Residential Occasional Helper on Go!). 
 
The small print 
The information provided for all events is believed to be 
correct at the time of publication (either online or in 
print), but Girlguiding Staffordshire cannot guarantee that 
details, dates and requirements will not change if  
circumstances beyond their control change. Any changes 
will be detailed on the Girlguiding Staffordshire website. 
 
Cancellation Policy 
It may be possible to replace a member who has dropped 
out with another Girlguiding Staffordshire member of the 
same section and/or age group – Girlguiding Staffordshire 
must be informed of any such changes. 
 
If Girlguiding Staffordshire has to cancel an event due to 
unforeseen circumstances we will do our best to make 
refunds, less any costs that have be incurred until that 
point. Refunds are not guaranteed. 
 
Refunds 
All deposits and payments for events are non-refundable.  
 
In some cases there are waiting lists for events and we 
may be able to offer a unwanted place to someone on the 
waiting list. In this case it may be possible to offer a  
refund although this is not guaranteed. 
 
“No show” at event 
All events are costed on the number of places booked as of 
the closing date 
 
When you book your unit onto an event it is assumed that 
you have parental permission and received payment or 
have the collection of money in place. 
 
If you do not attend an event without a minimum of 28 
days’ notice you will be liable for the full cost of each 
reserved place. An invoice will be sent to you for  
immediate settlement. 

Girlguiding Staffordshire Booking Policy 



www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk 

Staffordshire 

Brownies: £27 
Leaders: £10 

31st July to 1st August 2020 
or 

1st to 2nd August 2020 

Come and join us for a 1 night 
Brownie Camp at Maer.  
No camp licence needed.  
Tents provided! 
Book online now! 

Girlguiding Staffordshire 
18 - 30 Offer 

Events Experience 
Volunteer at Girlguiding events or 

organise your own. 
Examples include Wellies &  

Wristbands and Sparkle & Ice as 
well as Regional & County events. 

Adventure & Challenge 
Whether you fancy an outdoor  
adventure with friends, team-

building or challenging yourself with 
outdoor activities or watersports, 
Going Away With scheme or DofE. 

Leading The Way 
Encouragement & confidence to 

lead within a unit, project or 
working group, coordinators, 

advisers, commissioners & event 
organisation. 

Voice & Action 
Use your voice, action &  

experience to make a difference 
along or in a group. E.g. Action 

for Change campaigning,  
craftivism & social action groups. 

Sharing Skills 
Develop/share your own skills, 
learn new ones e.g. skills work-
shops, a skills-pool, student vol-
unteering & supporting/office 

roles. 

Developing Others 
Chance to use your skills to help 
other develop theirs e.g. peer 

education, mentoring & becoming 
a trainer. 

Learning & Awards 
Develop your skills in a more 
structured way through the 

Queen’s Guide Award, the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, &  

e-learning/courses. 

Beyond the UK 
There are numerous opportunities 
to get involved on a global level 

such as join the WAGGGS  
Volunteer Pool, international 

events, camps, GOLD. 

Just for Me 
Be part of the Girlguiding  

community on a social level even 
if you’re not following any of the 

other pathways. 

KNOTS—Girlguiding Staffordshire 18-30 @knots_ggstaffs1830 


