
A challenge designed to explore 
the county we all know and love!



WELCOME

Welcome to our ‘I Love Staffordshire’ challenge! This challenge aims to teach 
you more about the county where we live as well as having lots of fun working 
through our challenges. 

Girlguiding Staffordshire is split into 17 divisions across the county. Every  
single Rainbow, Brownie, Guide, Ranger, Young Leader, Unit Helper, Leader, 
Trefoil Guild Member and Occassional Helper belongs to one of our divisions. 

To earn the ‘I Love Staffordshire’ challenge badge simply choose and complete 
one challenge from each of our divisions. You can choose to complete the 
Outdoor, Food, Craft or Pen & Paper challenge for each division depending on 
which one appeals to you the most. 

Some of the challenges will require adult supervision and so please  
remember to ask for help if you need it. There are lots of ideas in this pack 
but you can always search online to find extra instructions or guidance for 
some of the challenges. You can also be creative and adapt the challenges if 
you don’t have all of the equipment and/or ingredients. 

We’d love you to share your successes with us so please email your photos or 
videos to events@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk and we’ll add them to an  
online photo album so we can all see how everyone is getting on.

Once you have completed your challenges then you can order a badge to  
celebrate your success by visiting girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk/shop

We hope that you enjoy completing our ‘I Love Staffordshire’  
challenge.

Alison Holmes & Cat Kerr
County Commissioners

Special thanks to the following members of Girlguiding Staffordshire for their contribution in helping to put 
this challenge together: Penny Williams, Claire Keen, Victoria Davies-Friend, Karen Micklewright,  
Jill Longhurst, Samantha Abell, Amy Beech, Sharon Ward, Steffi Thompson, Katie Plant, Marie Hames.

Don’t forget to share your photos with us at
events@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk



Burton Division

Burton Albion is Burton’s football team. 
They play in League 1 and have celebrated 
success. Their football ground is Pirelli  
Stadium and the club’s nickname is The 
Brewers due to the town’s history in the 
brewing  
industry - the town 
is still home to eight 
breweries today. 
The players have to 
do lots of exercise 
and training to keep 
themselves fit and 
healthy.

Challenge:
Set up an obstacle 
course and see if you 
can dribble a football around it. Can you 
beat your best time? Can you beat other 
members of your family?

Burton-on-Trent is well known for beer 
and Marmite. It hosts the National Brewery 
Centre. Marmite is a by-product of brewing. 
Both beer and Marmite contain yeast.

Challenge:
Make yourself a Marmite sandwich. Do you 
love it or hate it?

Burton-on-Trent is situated on the River 
Trent and near the Trent and Mersey Canal. 
Canal boats and barges provide many outlets 
for your creative side. Burton is also well 
known for its wool and textiles.

Challenge:
Decorate a  
wooden spoon 
with flowers in 
the style of canal 
art.

Tutbury and Hatton are situated within 
Burton Division, they share a railway station 
called Tutbury and Hatton station. 

Tutbury is best known for its castle. Hatton 
was the home for Nestlé’s factory due to 
the surrounding farmland that supported a 
strong dairy farming industry. 

Until the late 1970s the factory had its own 
private railway siding, which gave access to 
milk trains from the station. The  
factory since has developed into a major 
coffee producer, the sole UK facility  
producing the Dolce Gusto range. Railway 
stations tend to have large advertisement 
posters.

Challenge:
Produce a poster advertising your Guiding 
section - Rainbows, Brownies etc. Make sure 
it’s bright and colourful.

Outdoors

Food

Craft

Pen & Paper



Cannock Division

Cannock Division has lots of outdoor spaces 
for us to enjoy but we mustn’t take this for 
granted.  To keep our guiding promises we 
have made, whilst we are out and about, 
we should make sure we know, and stick 
to, the Countyside Code. 

Challenge:
Take a walk around 
your local area and 
think about the 
Countryside Code. 
How many times 
you need to follow 
it, eg, when you 
close a gate behind 
you or put rubbish in 
the bin.  

Cannock Chase is an area of outstanding 
natural beauty with lots of outdoor space 
for us to enjoy.  Hednesford Hills nature  
reserve is on the edge of Cannock Chase 
and is a nice open area for a picnic.

Challenge:
Plan the perfect picnic for your family. Make 
sure you have a good variety of food - fruit 
is just as important as cake! You’ll also need 
plenty to drink to make sure you stay  
hydrated on warm days. Once you have your 
list why not make it for real? You don’t have 
to go far to have a picnic; you could have 
one in your garden or your living room.

Chasewater Country Park is an outdoors 
space just within Cannock Division with lots 
to offer, including a large reservoir and  
visitor centre. People take part in lots of 
water sports, including sailing and water 
skiing.

Challenge:
An experiment to see which materials float 
best. Pick as many different types of clean 
recyclable materials as you can. Sort them 
into order of least likely to float to most 
likely to float then test your ideas in the 
kitchen sink. Put the material you think is 
least likely to float in the water first. Does 
it sink straight away, float for a little while 
or float really well? Test all your materials in 
order. Which could you use to make a boat? 
Try making a boat out of the best floater.

Cannock has a lovely coat of arms. It is 
made up of all sorts of things that represent 
Cannock: the Staffordshire knot, which is 
the symbol of our county; a stag to  
represent Cannock Chase which is home for 
800 deer; and at the bottom the motto,  
‘Labor In Venati’ which means ‘Labour in 
the Chase’. We use mottos to describe 
things that are important to us, e.g. the 
Brownie motto is ‘Lend a Hand’.

Challenge:
Draw your own coat 
of arms and make up 
your own motto. Make 
sure you include the 
things you think  
represent you,  
whether that’s a book 
for reading, a promise 
badge for guiding or a 
cake for baking!

Outdoors

Food

Craft

Pen & Paper



Lapley Division

Weston Park is a stunning park and gardens 
in Weston-Under-Lizard, which lies within 
Lapley Division. It is the home to V Fest, an 
annual music festival held during the third 
weekend in August. There are various  
stages and tents with activities. You can 
also camp overnight.

Challenge:
Have your own music festival in your  
garden. Pitch a tent, or make a shelter, 
face paint, make a head band and a flower 
garland to wear, wear your wellies (even if 
its not raining), put on some music and do 
some dancing!

Gnosall is a village within Lapley Division. 
It was mentioned in the Domesday Book, in 
which it was named Geneshale. It is listed 
there as having a population of 12  
households! Coton Mill is an interesting 
landmark where local rumours suggest 
self-raising flour was invented (despite 
strong evidence it was actually created in 
1845, by Henry Jones, a baker in Bristol).

Challenge:
Self raising flour is used 
in baking all sorts of 
goodies. Choose your 
favourite and bake it 
for your family and 
friends. You could give 
it to a neighbour as an 
act of kindness.

The village of Wheaton Aston’s claim to 
fame is that it is the most northerly point 
in the UK where the snake’s head fritillary 
flower can be found growing in the wild. 
Locally the flower is known by the name 
“folfallarum”. In years gone by it used to be 
tradition that on the first Sunday of May the 
villagers would all go out and pick the  
flowers. This tradition led to the flower to 
becoming the village’s unofficial emblem, 
used on things like the local school  
uniforms. Nowadays the area where the 
flower grows, known as Mottey Meadows, is 
run by English Nature, to protect the flower.

Challenge:
Using tissue paper or craft paper make some 
flowers. There are lots of ideas on the  
internet if you need some help.

Penkridge within Lapley Division had a 
‘fulling mill’ as well as corn mills. A fulling 
mill was where fabric (especially wool) was 
cleaned to remove oil and dirt. The cleaning 
was done by pounding the fabric with large 
mallets. 

Challenge:
Discover and learn washing and ironing  
symbols on clothes labels. Have a go at  
sorting your laundry accordingly.

Outdoors

Food

Craft

Pen & Paper



Leek Division

Leek is situated at the foot of the Peak 
District and most of the town is at least 600 
feet above sea level, with some parts of the 
town being as high as 1,657 feet above sea 
level!

Challenge:
Take a stroll around your local area. What 
is the highest point you can get to? Take a 
photo to prove how high you get.

Leek is twinned with the town of Este in 
Italy. Este holds an annual Pumpkin Fesitval 
and Leek is trying to start its own version 
with the help of representatives from Este’s 
twinning committee.

Challenge:
Have a go of carving a pumpkin. If pumpkins 
aren’t in season then carve a pepper or  
similar vegetable in the same style.

Following the industrial revolution Leek was 
a major producer of textiles and many of 
the town’s mills still remain. William Morris, 
founder of the arts and crafts movement 
studied at a dyeworks in Leek which  
provided him and his company with silk.

Challenge:
Have a go of tie-dying 
a an item of clothing.  
Experiment with  
different tying  
methods to create 
different patterns. 

Leek Division is home to two steam railways 
- the Rudyard Lake Steam Railway and the 
Churnet Valley Railway. Between them they 
attract thousands of visitors to the area 
each year.

Challenge:
Unscamble these words associated to steam 
trains:

Intar

Genein

Carkt

Airgrace

Graspsense

Mates

Galins

Rifts Slacs

Crocdonut

Settick 

Outdoors

Food

Craft

Pen & Paper



Lichfield Division

One of Lichfield’s well known personnel is 
Erasmus Darwin. He was the grandfather of 
Charles Darwin. Erasmus was a physician, 
inventor and poet. In Lichfield City Centre 
Darwin’s house is now a writer’s house  
museum dedicated to his life. There is a 
lovely herb garden at the back.

Challenge:
Herbs are quite easy to grow, either in pots 
or a patch in the garden. Challenge yourself 
to grow some herbs. They can be used in 
cooking, for flavour or garnish too.

Lichfield’s most well known character is 
Samuel Johnson. He is well known to have 
written the first English dictionary, which 
will have looked a good deal different to a 
dictionary today!

Challenge:
Use every letter of the alphabet to make 
yourself a meal, you could have avocado 
with beetroot and cucumber to start with, 
move on to doughnuts and ... How well did 
you do? Can you eat something from each 
letter of the alphabet? Challenge yourself to 
try something new.

Outdoors

Food

Wall, part of Lichfield Division, dates back 
to AD50 with a Roman military fortress. The 
ruins can still be seen and visited today. If 
you fancy a day out, with a bit of history 
thrown in, take a trip to Wall. It lies on the 
A5, which itself is a Roman road that goes 
from Holyhead to London.

Challenge:
Do some research into Roman settlements to 
find out what they might have looked like. 
Then build yourself a model building from a  
settlement, dress as a Roman and enjoy 
stepping back in history for the day.

Craft

Erasmus Darwin, Anna Seward and  
Samuel Johnson are some of Lichfield’s 
famous celebrities. Additionally, Edward 
Wightman was also a Lichfield man, he was 
the last person to be burnt at the stake and 
a plaque can be found in Market Square 
commemorating this event!

Challenge:
Use these Lichfield based words to create a 
wordsearch . Get your family or friends to 
have a go and see if they can find them all:        

Cathedral; Beacon Park; Samuel Johnson; 
Garrick Theatre; Erasmus Darwin House; 
Staffordshire Regiment Museum; Whitewall 
Galleries; Whittington Barracks; Lichfield; 
Market Square; Clock Tower; Minster Pool; 
Greenhill, Bower; Anna Seward. 

Pen & Paper



Longton Division

Longton Railway Bridge is a local landmark.  
There are all sorts of bridges; some are 
made of metal like Longton’s but they can 
also be made of stone or concrete.  They 
come in lots of shapes and sizes too; some 
lift up, some go over water, some go over 
roads or footpaths.

Challenge:
Find a bridge in your 
local area.  It doesn’t 
have to be a big one, or even a pretty one!  
What is it made from? How was it built? 
What does it go over? How old is it? Some 
bridges have the year they were made 
on them, Once you’ve been to visit your 
bridge, draw us a picture so we can see too! 
Add in any improvements you would make. 
Perhaps the bridge would look better with a 
big arch like Longton Bridge!

At the height of the pottery industry,  
workers needed food that was quick, cheap 
and easy to make.  In the Potteries, popular 
foods included Staffordshire Oatcakes which 
could be bought at “hole in the wall” shops; 
in other words, through someone’s kitchen 
window!  These would be filled with all sorts 
of tasty things like cheese, bacon,  
mushrooms or sausage.  

Challenge:
Find out what people traditionally ate in 
your area; is there a local food you didn’t 
know about? Find out and let us know!

Outdoors

Food

John Aynsley founded Aynsley China in 1775 
in Longton, and his grandson (also John) 
built the Portland Works in Longton.   
Aynsley China became even more famous 
when the Queen asked for Aynsley China as 
one of her wedding presents!

Challenge:
Aynsley China often used 
pictures of flowers to  
decorate their wares.   
Using a paper plate create 
your own design for your 
plate.  

Don’t forget your watermark!  A watermark 
is a little picture on the back of the plate, 
in the middle, which tells you who made 
the plate and where. 

Craft

Longton is one of the six original towns of 
The Potteries. The pottery industry  
employed people in a whole host of jobs to 
keep the industry running smoothly.

Challenge:
Can you match these jobs to the  
descriptions?

A.Baller B. Thrower C. Slip Maker D.Biscuit 
Rubber E. Flowerer F. Fireman G. Sagger 
Maker H. Sagger Maker’s Bottom Knocker  
I. Gilder J. Paintress

1. Scours biscuit ware. 2. Makes flowers by 
hand. 3.Helps the sagger maker. 4. Makes 
slip for pouring into mould to make hollow 
ware. 5. Makes large fire lay containers to 
hold ware for firing. 6. Weighs and makes 
balls of clay for the thrower. 7. Hand paints 
the pottery. 8. Craftsman (usually a woman) 
who applied gold to pottery. 9. Throws clay 
ball onto a potters wheel and turns it into 
hollowware. 10. Supervises firing of the kiln. 

Pen & Paper



Needwood Division

Fradley is where two canals meet, the  
Coventry Canal and the Trent and Mersey 
Canal. It is called Fradley Junction. It is well 
worth a visit, with a coffee shop, craft shop 
and pub. It is also the home to the Fradley 
Pool Nature Reserve which is dominated by 
a small lake. Here you will find a trail, pond 
dipping, a bird hide and wooden sculptures. 

Challenge:

Go on a walk around your local area, or  
further afield, and see how many different 
wild flowers, trees, insects and birds you 
can find. You can use the Candide app to 
identify flowers and trees.

Barton-under-Needwood is the home of 
Barton Marina, another lovely place to 
visit. There are craft shops, restaurants and 
cafes, farm shops and lots of boats. You can 
take a stroll around the marina and  
waterways. You could book into watch a film 
at the Red Carpet Cinema, and even have a 
tasty meal before hand.

Challenge:
No trip to the cinema is 
complete without popcorn, 
grab yourself some corn  
kernels and a couple of foil 
pie cases. Light a candle 
and have a go at making 
some pop corn. Find a film 
and get comfy watching it 
and eating your popcorn.

Outdoors

Food

Blithfield Reservoir is situated within  
Needwood Division. It’s a haven for wildlife 
and the surrounding woodland have been 
designated a site of special scientific  
interest. There is a church at the bottom of 
the reservoir which can sometimes be seen 
during hot summer months when the water 
is low enough.

Challenge:
Can you make a rainbow using water? Have 
4 containers of water, add red food  
colouring to the 1st and 4th, yellow to the 
2nd and blue to the 3rd. Line them up. 
Fold up some kitchen roll and put a strip 
between each container, make sure the roll 
touches the water. Watch the water climb 
the roll and the colours mix at the top !!

Craft

Needwood Forest was a large area of  
ancient woodland in Staffordshire which was 
largely lost at the end of the 18th century. 
Parts of the woodland still remain and can 
be seen at Hoar Cross and Abbots Bromley. 
New trees are being planted for the  
National Forest which is an environmental 
project planned to link the ancient forests 
of Needwood and Charnwood.

Challenge:
On a piece of paper write 
down all the names of 
trees that you can think 
of and challenge yourself 
to find a leaf from each, 
or draw the shape of the 
leaves. 

Pen & Paper



Newcastle Division

Eddie Hall is a professional strongman from 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme who became the 
world’s strongest man in 2017. He is the 
only man to lift 500kgs under strongman 
rules and has also won both the UK’s  
Strongest Man and England’s Strongest Man 
titles on numerous occasions. He is  
nicknamed The Beast!

Challenge:
Using a phone, and asking someone to help, 
take a photo of you pulling a truck, or car. 
Remember do not do this for real, just  
create an optical illusion.

Maer campsite in situated within  
Newcastle Division. The campsite and 
Copeland Cottage belong to four Divisions; 
Stoke North, Stoke South, Longton and 
Newcastle. It’s a little gem in the north of 
the county. The site includes a unit holiday 
cottage, a chalet, camping field, adventure 
play area and ancient woodland.

Challenge:
Outdoor cooking can be as simple or  
adventurous as you want it to be. With the 
help of a responsible adult plan and cook 
yourself something out doors.

Outdoors

Food

In the 17th and 18th centuries 
Newcastle-under-Lyme was famous for its 
felt makers and hatters. However, the  
earliest craft guild in Newcastle was  
actually a butchers! Felt crafts are a simple 
and calming craft to try, there are many 
cheap kits you can purchase from Amazon 
and various craft stores.

Challenge:
Treat yourself to a felt craft kit and make 
some felt shapes, start with a square and 
move on to something more challenging.

Craft

Robert Latham was born in 1912 in Audley, 
which falls inside the boundaries of  
Newcastle Division. He was educated at 
Wolstanton Grammer School and went on 
to Queens College Cambridge where he got 
a 1st class honours degree in history. In the 
1950s he devoted the greater part of his life 
to studying and editing the diaries of Samuel 
Pepys.

Challenge:
What can you find out 
about Samuel Pepys?  
Can you write a diary  
entry from an event in 
your life? A guiding  
memory would be  
fabulous !! 

Pen & Paper



Rugeley Division

Rugeley was famous for its annual horse fair 
which it held until 1932. Horses were tied 
up to cast iron horse hitching posts at the 
pavement edge. All classes of horses were 
bought and sold here from far and wide.

Challenge:
Have a walk with your family and collect 
items to make a collage of a horse when you 
get home. Don’t forget to take a photo of 
your collage to send to us.

Hawkesyard Estate in Rugeley can be traced 
back to 1270 and has had many uses over 
the years, from a monastery to a school 
and now it is used as a wedding venue. It 
belonged to the Spode family who made 
many alterations and extensions and it was 
a grand estate. 

Challenge:
Why not have a go at  
making some  
mocktails?  Dip the 
glass in lemon juice 
and sugar to make a 
nice rimmed glass. 
Which was your  
favourite? Serve some 
to your friends and see 
which are their  
favourites too.

Outdoors

Food

Rugeley used to be a major centre for 
electricity generation. There are many fun 
science experiments you can try using  
static electricity:

Challenge:
Magically separate salt and 
pepper
1: In a bowl mix together salt and pepper
2: You will need a plastic comb, to charge 
it, comb it through your hair.
3: Hold the statically charged comb over 
the bowl (not too close) and watch how the 
pepper jumps up out of the dish!
Bend water
1: Statically charge your comb by combing 
your hair.
2: Hold the comb near a slightly running 
tap and see the water bend.

Craft

In 1962 Rugeley made telephone history on 
national TV when the chairman of Rugeley 
council made the first telephone call via the 
new Telstar satellite to the Mayor of  
Western Springs (a town in Illinois, with 
which Rugeley is twinned).

Challenge:
Make a paper cup 
telephone. 
1: You need 2 paper 
cups, 2 paperclips, a 
long length a string. 
2: Make a hole in base of both cups. 
3: Tie 1 paperclip to the end of the string, 
pull the string through the hole in 1 cup so 
the paperclip stays inside the cup and the 
string is outside. 
4: Tie the other paperclip to the other end 
of the string and put it through the other 
cup so the paperclip is inside the cup. 
5: Pull the cups apart so the string is taut. 
6: You can now use your paper cup phone. 

Pen & Paper



Stafford Division

Milford Common is a popular recreation spot 
for local people, and has traditionally been 
the site of many travelling fairs. The open 
space and quiet roads around the Common 
have made it a popular gathering point for 
horse riders from surrounding areas. There 
are many walks around there too.

Challenge:
Find a bat, ball and big enough space to 
have a game of french cricket, or tennis, or 
rounders, or any other game with a bat and 
ball. 

Stafford Division has regularly hosted  
Girlguiding Staffordshire’s four-yearly  
International Guide Camp ‘Unity’. One of 
the favourite breakfasts that Guides cook on 
camp is eggy bread!

Challenge:
Have a go of making eggy bread.  
1) Whisk together 2 eggs, a splash of milk 
and a pinch of salt & pepper. 
2) Dip your bread into the eggy mixture 
making sure it is well coated. 
3) Fry the bread on each side until golden 
brown. 
4) Enjoy with kethup or brown sauce!

Outdoors

Food

The Stafford knot, sometimes Staffordshire 
knot, is a distinctive three-looped tie that 
is the traditional symbol of the county and 
county town, used on buildings, logos and 
coats of arms. In 1920 permission was given 
for members to wear a Stafford Knot on 
their uniform and we still wear it today.

Challenge:
Learn how to tie 
some knots, some 
easy ones are a reef 
knot, a clove hitch 
and a bowline. There are lots of helpful 
videos on the internet.

Craft

Stafford Division is the home of Girlguiding 
Staffordshire’s Headquarters at Hixon. If 
you have never been it is worth a visit. The 
building is on the site of St Peter’s School 
on Church Road. Built over 20 years ago now 
the building itself is full of information and 
history including a wall devoted to photos of 
past County Commissioners.

Challenge:
Find out as much as you can about the  
history of Girlguiding Staffordshire. There 
are lots of things you could think about, 
County Commissioners, Presidents,  
buildings, when we started, who were the 
first units, the list is endless. There are lots 
of scrapbooks at HQ which you could ask 
to see. Speak to your leader if you fancy 
an evening looking at the archives, which 
includes a leader’s uniform from 1919! 

Pen & Paper



Stoke on Trent North Division

Tunstall is one of the towns in Stoke North 
Division. Robbie Williams is probably  
Tunstall’s most famous resident of recent 
years. Robbie grew up in Tunstall and the  
neighbouring Burslem and attended St 
Margaret Ward Catholic School in the town 
before joining Take That at the age of 16.

Challenge:
Robbie loves nothing more than performing 
at an open air concert. Put on an outdoor 
show for your family. It could be singing, 
dancing, a magic show or even telling jokes!

A popular dish in North Staffordshire is  
Lobby – a stew normally made up of diced 
beef or lamb, diced potatoes, onions,  
carrots, leeks, and root vegetables bulked 
up with pearl barley and, if you’re lucky, a 
nice bread roll to dip in it.

Challenge:
Have a go of making your own Lobby.  
Anything goes when creating a Lobby but a 
recipe to help you get started can be found 
here: http://allrecipes.co.uk/ 
recipe/36918/staffordshire-lobby.aspx

Outdoors

Food

Burslem School of Art was an art school in 
the centre of the town of Burslem.  
Students from the school played an  
important role in the local pottery  
industry. One of its most famous students 
was Clarice Cliff.

Challenge:
Look up some Clarice 
Cliff designs and draw a 
vase in her style.

Craft

Reginald Joseph Mitchell was born in  
Kidsgrove within Stoke North Division. He is 
famous for designing the Spitfire airplane 
which was used by the RAF before, during 
and after World War 2. The Spitfire was 
produced in greater numbers than any  
other Biritsh aircraft. RJ Mitchell left a 
great legacy behind and many things in 
Stoke bear his name from a high school, to 
roads to an arts centre.

Challenge:
Design, decorate and make your own paper 
airplanes. How far does it fly? Challenge 
your family to see who can make the  
airplane that flies the furthest.

Pen & Paper



Stoke on Trent South Division

Penkhull is an area of Stoke South Division 
whose early origins date from 2500 BC and 
there have been three archaeological finds 
from this period. A study by the local City 
Council stated of Penkhull that “it has held 
a settlement for over four thousand years”

Challenge:
Why not have your own 
archaeological dig in 
your garden and see 
what you can find? 
1) identify a small area 
of your garden to dig 
(about A4 sized) - don’t 
forget to get permission 
first.
2) dig in layers rather than a big hole as this 
is how archeologists work.
3) if you discover an artefact gently clear 
the soil away using an old toothbrush.
4) Take photos to share your findings with 
us.

Not specific to Stoke South, but we had to 
include the favourite food of Girlguiding 
members everywhere - a smore! 

Challenge:
Make your own 
smore, they’re 
really easy to 
make. Simply toast 
a marshmallow 
either over a tea 
light or open fire (with adult supervision). 
Once the marshmallow starts to go brown, 
squash it between two chocolate digestive 
biscuits. Make sure the biscuits are  
chocolate side in so that the chocolate 
melts when it touches the hot marshmallow. 
Sit back and enjoy your tasty treat. Once 
you’ve had one you’re sure to want ‘some 
more’!

Outdoors

Food

Stoke South Division is home to many of the 
City’s pottery companties from Wedgwood 
at Trentham through to Spode and Minton 
in Stoke upon Trent (the town as opposed 
to the city of Stoke on Trent). 

Challenge:
Can you create your own pottery  
masterpiece using a salt dough?

A good recipe for salt dough can be found 
here: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/ 
howto/guide/how-make-salt-dough-recipe

Don’t forget to paint your creation and 
remember that salt dough isn’t edible! 

Craft

Fenton is one of the six towns that make 
up the City of Stoke on Trent. However, it 
is often referred to as the ‘forgotten town’ 
because local author, Arnold Bennett, 
missed it out of a lot of his work including 
his most famous book ‘Anna of the Five 
Towns’.

Challenge:
Are you as forgetful as 
Arnold Bennett? Get a 
member of your family 
to put between 10 and 
15 items on tray. Look 
carefully at all the 
items and try to  
remember them. Then 
cover up the tray and see if you can  
remember all of the items that you saw. 
This game is known as Kim’s Game.

Pen & Paper



Stone and Eccleshall Division

Eccleshall is the site of the Holy Trinity 
Church. The church dates mainly from the 
13th century. It’s the home for the tombs of 
four Bishops of Lichfield. There are also five 
Commonwealth War Graves to be found in 
the church yard.

Challenge:
Churchyards are very interesting places. 
Visit a local churchyard and do some  
gravestone rubbings, or search for the 
oldest grave, or maybe contact the vicar to 
see if you could help by clearing any of the 
church grounds.

Stone has a food and drink festival every 
October. You can sample a variety of local 
and international dishes and try numerous 
drinks. Entertainment is provided too with 
a live music stage.

Challenge:
Although not known for its rock cakes, with 
a name like Stone we thought you should 
try making a rock cake! So get into the 
kitchen and give them a go. A great  
recipe can be found here: https://www.
bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/rock_cakes_03094

Outdoors

Food

Leather working, shoe making and glass 
making were all industries that Eccleshall 
has been known for in history. In more 
recent times it has been a regular winner 
in the Britain in Bloom competitions, where 
the main parts of Eccleshall can be seen 
bedecked in colourful floral baskets.

Challenge:
Use flowers and 
greenery to  
produce a  
beautiful  
arrangement to  
display in your 
home, or to give  
as an act of  
kindness to a 
friend.

Craft

Werburgh was an Anglo-Saxon Princess who 
was born in Stone. Her father was King 
Wulfhere of Mercia and her mother was St  
Ermenilda. Werburgh died in Trentham 
aged around 50. She became the patron 
saint of Chester and has a feast day on 3rd 
February named after her. There are  
several churches around the country  
dedicated to her too.

Challenge:
Draw what you think Werburgh would have 
looked like, then draw your favourite  
princess and compare the two.

Pen & Paper



Stone Outward Division

Swynnerton is a small village which has been 
in existence since the Doomsday book. It is 
the home to Swynnerton army base, which 
used to be a ‘filling’ factory during the war, 
where brave people filled bomb casings.

These days it is used as a training base and 
cadets take part in lots of training  
activities.

Challenge:
Build yourself an 
assault course 
outside. You could have a blanket to crawl 
under, chairs to climb over, a ladder to run 
through and lots of other obstacles. Time 
yourself and your friends to see who can 
do it the quickest. Remember to risk assess 
your obstacles though!

Stone Outward Division is lucky to have 
Amerton Farm within their boundaries. 
Amerton has lots to offer from craft shops, 
a train and farm animals. It also has a tea 
room which serves delicious afternoon teas.

Challenge:
Put on your own afternoon tea. Make some 
sandwiches, cakes and scones. Brew a pot 
of tea. Find your best china plates, cups 
and saucers. Serve up afternoon tea to 
friends or family. You could make little 
labels to say what the sandwiches are, or 
make a table decoration, or fold some  
napkins. Lots of ideas for a fun afternoon.

Outdoors

Food

Stowe-by-Chartley is the home of a ruined 
castle, Chartley Castle. There’s quite a lot 
left of it, including a tower, a keep and a 
gatehouse.

Challenge:
Using any materials you like make a model 
of a castle. You could use scrap materials, 
Lego, cardboard, 
papier-mâché, 
anything you  
fancy. Let your  
imagination 
run wild! Don’t 
forget to send us 
photos of your 
finished castle.

Craft

Stone Outward Division put on a  
spectacular performance called “A Handful 
of Songs” every second year. If you haven’t 
yet seen a show you need to buy tickets for 
the next one.

Challenge:
If you were to put on a show, what acts 
would you like in it? Make a programme 
to tell the audience what to expect. Make 
sure the front cover is a bright, eye  
catching design! Maybe you could have 
some adverts on the back cover? Don’t  
forget to list your cast too. Maybe you 
could combine this challenge with Stoke 
North Division’s Outdoor Challenge!
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Tamworth Division

Tamworth is full of fabulous buildings, 
there are the Tamworth Assembly Rooms, 
where the Beatles played in 1963,  
Tamworth Castle, which is a great place to 
visit, and St Editha’s Church, which is one 
of the largest and oldest churches in the 
Midlands.

Challenge:
Go for a walk around 
your local area and look 
for places of interest. 
There may be blue 
plaques on buildings of 
interest. Google your 
chosen area first for 
some hints.

Tamworth is the home to one of the UK’s 
few indoor ski slopes, the Snowdome. You 
can ski, toboggan and tube down the snowy 
slopes. You can skate across the ice rink. 
There is even a gym and a swimming pool! 
At Christmas they put in a Santa  
spectacular where you can see a show and 
meet some of Santa’s favourite animals.

Challenge:
Have a go at making some ice cream. There 
are lots of recipes on the internet but our 
favourite is to mix cream, condensed milk 
and vanilla essence together and then pop 
in the freezer. You can add any flavour or 
food colouring you like!

Outdoors

Food

The Tamworth, also known as Sandy Back 
and Tam, is a breed of domestic pig  
originating in its namesake Tamworth. It is 
one of the oldest breeds of pigs and was 
first bred in Drayton Manor (probably not 
the theme park though). The most famous 
two pigs were named Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Pig after they escaped from an 
abattoir by crawling underneath the fence 
and swimming to safety.

Challenge:
Make your own Butch 
Cassidy and Sundance 
Pig from any craft 
medium you have to 
hand. Maybe you could 
use a paper plate, play 
dough, marshmallows 
or even knit one!

Craft

Colin Glazier is one of Tamworth’s well 
known heros. He was a sailor in the Roy-
al Navy who was posthumously awarded 
the George Cross for ‘outstanding bravery 
and steadfast devotion to duty in the face 
of danger’ He and another sailor, Francis 
Fasson, volunteered to jump overboard to 
swim to a sinking German submarine to 
search for vital documents and code books. 
They found many and handed them over 
before the submarine sank taking them 
with it. The code books they found were 
vital in breaking the 
German ‘Shark’ enigma 
code.

Challenge:
Invent your own code 
and write letters to a 
friend. Remember to let them know the  
secret of the code, or set them the  
challenge of working it out!
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Threapwood Division

Cheadle is a historic market town in 
Threapwood Division. It dates back to 
Anglo-Saxon times. Today the spire of St 
Giles Catholic Church dominates its skyline. 
There is also an Anglican Church  
dedicated to St Giles and the remains of 
Croxden Abbey, which used to belong to 
monks of the Cistercian Order. Cheadle is a 
base for exploring the Peak District  
National Park area, which is popular with 
walkers and rock climbers. 

Challenge:
Go outdoors, enjoy 
the fresh air and find 
a large, smooth stone. 
Give it a name. Build 
it a house and give it a 
character. Keep an eye 
out for your pet stone 
every time you are 
outside. You could even 
create a story about your stone.

Not far from Kingsley and Kingsley Holt, 
which are two areas within Threapwood 
Division, you can find the Churnet Valley 
Railway. The Churnet Valley Railway takes 
you on a journey back to the classic days 
of railway travel on a lovely rural line that 
passes right through beautiful countryside 
known as Staffordshire’s “Little  
Switzerland”. 

Challenge:
Using whatever 
edible things 
you have got 
make a model 
of a train. Don’t forget the wheels, doors, 
windows. You could even make it a steam 
train like those you would see at The  
Churnet Valley Railway!

Outdoors

Food

Blythe Bridge, within Threapwood Division, 
is so called as it is built around the site of a 
bridge over the River Blithe (spelt  
differently from the name of the village 
itself), a small river which passes directly 
through the village. 

Challenge:
Build a bridge. 
Consider your 
available  
construction  
materials, the 
weight you would 
like your bridge to hold, will it be an  
ornate bridge, how long will it be, how tall?

Craft

Threapwood Division is the home to the 
famous Alton Towers Resort, based in Alton. 
It is an amazing theme park, hotel and  
water park. Alton Towers is the largest 
theme park in the UK but began life as the 
home of the Earls of Shrewsbury. Alton  
Towers has lots of exciting roller coasters 
for the thrill seekers amongst you. 

Challenge:
Design your own roller coaster. Think about 
who it is for, the height limits you would 
like, how many twists and turns and loop 
the loops. What theming would you need to 
make it into a spectacular ride?
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Uttoxeter Division

Uttoxeter racecourse was built in 1907. 
The racecourse was forced to close (as all 
courses were) during the First and Second 
World Wars. When it re-opened in 1952, 
more than 12,000 people turned up for 
the first meeting. The track at Uttoxeter 
Racecourse is an oval shaped course of one 
mile, and two and a half  
furlongs (which is around 
one and a quarter miles). 

Challenge:
Turn a broom into a hobby 
horse and race around the 
garden against your family 
and friends. 

In 1853 Michael Spedding baked his very 
first batch of biscuits and within a few 
years he was selling to shows, shops, and 
traders from his Batley bakery. After  
Michael’s son-in-law, Fred Ellis Fox, took 
over in 1897, he renamed it F E Fox & Co. 
The bakery moved to former wartime  
allotments in Batley in 1927. In 1960 it 
became a limited company and was named 
Fox’s Biscuits.  The Uttoxeter site  
previously operated as Elkes Biscuits,  
before merging with the other sites in 
2003.

Challenge:
Bake and decorate some gingerbread.

Outdoors

Food

‘JCB’ stands for Joseph Cyril Bamford, the 
founder of the company, who established 
the business in 1945. Bamford initially  
purchased a small garage in which he  
created agricultural tipping trailers in  
Uttoxeter. Three years later the firm  
employed six people who together made 
the first hydraulic tipping trailer.

Challenge:
Make a simple hydraulic system. Google 
how to make a simple hydraulic system for 
ideas.

Craft

Samuel Johnson’s father had a bookstall 
in nearby Uttoxeter in east Staffordshire 
as well as at Lichfield market. As a young 
man, Johnson refused one day to work on 
the stall. Years later, in his sixties, but now 
ashamed of his disobedient behaviour then, 
he returned to Uttoxeter and stood alone in 
the market square in the rain, bare  
headed, for a number of hours. The act is 
remembered every year in Uttoxeter as 
‘Johnson’s Penance’ with a special  
ceremony. A more permanent reminder 
of ‘Johnson’s Penance’ is the monument 
erected in Uttoxeter market square. It is so 
large, that the hollow inside it now serves 
as a tiny hot potato kiosk and shop!

Challenge:
How many words can you make out of  
MONUMENT?
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