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Welcome

Well, what a first year in office we 
have had! Who knew we would be in 
the midst of a pandemic!

September was our first month in  
action and we celebrated all the 
excellent work that Maureen and Julie 
had done for the past 7 years by  
hosting our annual review at the  
Staffordshire Showground. We had a 
lovely meal, a review of the year, an 
exhibition of belly dancing and we 
danced the night away to some epic 
tunes. 

Commissioners were all ‘locked in’ to 
headquarters in January. The day went 
very well with commissioners and 
advisers discussing plans for the  
future, although these have since 
been subject to change!!

Also, in January, many of our young 
members watched Frozen 2 at cinemas 
across the county. Much popcorn was 
eaten and trips to the toilet made!

The Amey day arranged for October 
2019 had been rearranged for  
February half term due to the  
weather. An excellent day was had by 
all. The Girls really enjoyed learning 
about civil engineering, the mechanics 
of building bridges and also visited the 
site where the new road is being built 
in Stafford.

Midlands Region hosted us at  
Celebrate! on 22nd February at the 

NEC. We enjoyed the variety of  
challenges and activities, and loved 
the fairground rides and silent disco 
where we renewed our promises.

KNOTS is our group of 18-30 year old 
members who work together to  
discover new opportunities, run events 
and help with guidance for this age 
group. Many of these members have 
since proved invaluable as moved into 
the virtual realm with their knowledge 
of modern communication. 

The Army day in March was our second 
joint venture with the Army, where 
girls took part in physically and  
mentally challenging tasks at  
Swynnerton Army training camp. 
Mixing with female role models on the 
day before International Women’s Day 
was fun for all participants.

The Midlands parkrun takeovers took 
place in March. We had two bases, 
Cannock Chase and Forest Park in 
Hanley. There was a great turn out 
of adults and girls both running and 
assisting as marshals on the day.

Then lockdown happened!! It has been 
a challenging time for all, as we have 
all had to adapt to not meeting our 
girls face to face. Leaders are  
continuing good guiding through Zoom 
meetings, delivering activities packs, 
keeping in touch by email, WhatsApp 
and many other methods of 21st  
century communication. A big thank 
you to all our leaders, you are all  
doing as much as you can for  
Girlguiding Staffordshire.

As a county we have managed to  
continue with some of our plans,  
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albeit in a slightly different format. 
We converted our intended Wild Night 
Out into a Wild Night In, our first 
virtual camp for Guides and Rangers. 
Around 700 girls enjoyed den building, 
camp cooking and, of course, camp 
chores. Zoom meetings were held 
across the County for girls and  
leaders, virtual opening and  
closing ceremonies and a Facebook 
Live campfire all added to the fun.

In August leaders converted the plans 
for the County Brownie Camp into a 
virtual sleepover for Rainbows and 
Brownies - The Great Guiding Bear 
Hunt. Around 800 girls and their fami-
lies enjoyed the Zoom meetings,  
activities and challenges and joined 
our virtual opening and closing  
ceremonies and of course a campfire 
and s’mores.

It’s been fantastic to hear about many 
similar local events going on around 
the County. 

County now have their very own 
virtual Guide unit which is going from 

strength to strength. Our training 
team have been working hard planning 
virtual training sessions with our first 
virtual County training day in October 
– which was very successful. 

We have put on two County social 
events, ‘Gin and Jamas’ and ‘Happy 
Hour’ where leaders have enjoyed 
quizzes and chatter, with a drink of 
their choice.

At the beginning of November we 
managed to run a COVID compliant 
event! In conjunction with the Great 
British Drive-In at Sandon Hall, we 
managed to run a showing of Aladdin. 
As all families were in their own cars, 
we could safely join together and it 
was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  

We acknowledge the pressures that 
everyone has been under throughout 
this year and want to thank everyone 
for their support and encouragement 
and look forward to a time when we 
can meet face to face again.

Alison Holmes & Cat Kerr
County Commissioners



Army Day

Amey Day

In February, Guides, Rangers and 
Young Leaders from across the County 
were invited to experience a day of 
working in a STEM environment as an  
introduction to a potential career in 
engineering or construction. 

The event was held by  
Amey engineering and  
Staffordshire County  
Council. 

Following the success of our first 
Army Day in 2019, Guides and Rangers 
were keen for the event to take place 
again. This year MOD Stafford was the 
location for a day of team building 
Army style!  

Throughout the day the girls  
completed their Lead skills builder 

stage 5 alongside a series of both 
physically and metally challenging 
tasks.  All of the challenges were 
designed to develop skills in leading a 
team, creating a vision, compromise 
and negotation as well as  
building their confidence.

Feedback from the girls was brilliant 
and everyone who took part said that 
they had lots of fun.

The girls spent half a day working 
through engineering based challenges 
in an office environment before  
visiting a working site to see the  
construction process in action. 

An enjoyable day was had by everyone 
who attended. 



Wild Night In

The Great Guiding 

Bear Hunt

In June we held out very first  
virtual sleepover. The sleepover was 
aimed at Guides and Rangers  
(although anyone could take part) 
and celebrated all of the things we 
love most about camp. Girls took 
part in a whole host of activities 
from den building, to making 
s’mores to completing camp chores. 

Guides, Rangers and leaders were 
also invited to take part in an  
activity filled Zoom meeting 

The sleepover had an opening and 
closing ceremony as well as a  
virtual campfire so that girls could 
sing along to their favourite guiding 
songs.

Following the success of Wild Night 
In, we decided to host a second  
virtual sleepover but this time  
dedicated to Rainbows and  
Brownies (but anyone could take 
part). With a teddy bear 
theme girls made pizzas,  
decorated cakes, built dens, 
did teddy yoga, and a host of 
other bear related activities. 

This time Rainbows and 
Brownies were invited to join 

in for fun and games in a Zoom 
session. And, of course, no camp 
whether virtual or not, would 
be complete without a singalong 
around the campfire.



International

We enjoyed the County De-brief back 
in September when members who 
had experienced a County or Region 
international trip during the summer 
fed back on their trip. During this we 
heard of memories of the World Scout 
Jamboree, saw a national TV  
appearance from the Serbia group 
and were presented with our very 
own copy of the book produced by the 
Scary Tails and Fairy Tales group.

October saw Cannock, Burton and 
Leek all enjoying division trips to 
Disneyland Paris. Some of these groups 
also had the opportunity to explore a 
number of the main sights in central 
Paris.  
 
A County leaders group also headed 
out to Kenya where they worked at 
Shanzu Guide Centre to transform the 
living accommodation for three  
leaders and their children. There was 
also the opportunity to visit Lord and 
Lady Baden-Powell’s resting place.

International Selection took place in 
February 2020 to select members for 
the 2021 trips.

As with all aspects of life, COVID has 
had a significant impact on our  
international programme for 2020, 
meaning no groups are travelling this 
year. 

Adviser: Natalie Ainsworth

Unfortunately, our trip to Camp Brave 
in Scotland was cancelled  
completely. Our trips to Iceland and 
Caymans are postponed until next 
year. However, despite the difficulties 
the teams have been working  
incredibly hard to make the new  
arrangements for the trips next year.
Thank you to everyone who has 
supported our members through this 
tricky year, your continued support is 
invaluable.



KNOTS

Adviser: Emily Griffiths

The autumn/winter term saw 
the appointment of Emily  
Griffiths as KNOTS lead  
coordinator. 

Events in the spring term  
started in January at County HQ 
with “KNOTS over Christmas” 
complete with a social, gift swapping 
games, a Christmas jumper  
competition and a delicious meal. 

February saw the official KNOTS event 
“KNOTS So Hungry”- a meal out in 
Stafford, as well as the attendance of 
some of our KNOTS members at  
Girlguiding Midlands’ “Celebrate” at 
the NEC, both as event staff & with 
units. 

In March KNOTS members attended 
the Girlguiding Parkrun takeover at 
both Hanley and Cannock chase (both 
as runners and marshals). A big thanks 
to everyone who got involved in all of 
the events so far in 2020.  

While we are yet to host any further 
events, we are hoping to implement 
lots of ideas in the near future. We 
always welcome new ideas/ volunteers 
so please get in touch.  

We’d love to see more of our 18-30 
members getting involved in many of 
the aspects within the offer whether 
you love the social side of guiding or 
are working through some 7 pathways!  

For example, this year we have seen 
an extraordinary fundraising idea 
from one of our KNOTS members who 
is going “Beyond the UK” with GOLD, 
some inspirational well-being  social 
media activism through Action for 
Change (“Voice & Action” & “Learning 
& Awards”) and lots of work within 
the “Leading the way”, “Developing 
others” and “Sharing skills” pathways 
through ongoing work from leaders 
and leaders in training. 



Adult Support

2020 has been a very mixed training 
year! 

The global pandemic has affected our 
ability to offer face to face trainings 
but it has opened up opportunities for 
trainers to develop their virtual  
delivery skills and for participants to 
enjoy and attend trainings in the  
comfort of their own home!

We started the year by offering First 
Response trainings, Safe Space, SLIP 
for new leaders, support and updating 
sessions for mentors and  
Commissioners.

Safe Space training for levels 3 & 4 
was taken under national and regional 
organisational control due to the  
impending compliance date of 
31/12/20. Leaders have been  
receiving reminder emails to complete 
their training within the given  
timescale in order that their  
membership is not affected. This has 
been difficult for many during the 
pandemic but our outstanding  

numbers are reducing week by week 
and we thank everyone for completing 
their trainings. Compliance is now an 
ongoing requirement for all leaders. 

Throughout lockdown periods we have 
offered virtual training sessions for 
mentors, commissioners, and leaders 
in training.

We were excited to hold our first 
virtual County training day in October 
2020 which was attended by over 90 
people. Thirteen different training 
sessions were offered during the day, 
which ended with a fun badge bingo 
and campfire songs emojis quiz. Huge 
thanks go to all the trainers and the 
organising team for offering such a 
new event which was very well  
received by participants.

89 leaders  were able to complete 
their First Response refresher course 
in September/October before these 
were discontinued. This included a 
practical assessment conducted in a 
Covid-safe environment. A new 6 hour 
First Response course was launched in 
November and 33 ladies have already 
attended the first two courses  
offered, with practicals to follow 
when permitted.



Adult Support 

Continued

Adviser: Chris James

We are delighted that we now have 
several webinar trainers within the 
County and also have a newly  
qualified First Response trainer in 
Wendy Kenyon – congratulations for 
achieving this in such challenging 
circumstances Wendy!

Several people have expressed  
interest in becoming a trainer and we 
wish them well in this additional role.

As to the future – we will continue to 
offer a blended model of virtual  
trainings, as well as resuming face to 
face when permitted. Virtual sessions 
may not suit everyone, but many 
people have found it easier to attend 
during the pandemic and this offers 
another way of accessing  
information to benefit the girls in our 
care.

If anyone has comments or ideas 
about any aspect of adult support in 
the County, please get in touch!

Trefoil Guild

Chair: Chris Blenkinsop

What a strange year it has been but 
as we have faced new challenges our 
members have also had the  
opportunity to develop new skills.

2019 ended with a visit to the  
Christmas market at Haddon Hall and 
to Bakewell. The weather was not kind 
to us so several of us had to indulge 
in hot drinks laced with something 
alcoholic.

We were fortunate to be able to go 
ahead with our annual meeting in 
March. A change of venue this year as 
it was held at Chase Golf Club.   
Unfortunately, the planned holiday to 
Kings Lynn has had to be postponed 
until September 2021.

Mrs Hilda Rose, of Burton Guild,  
celebrated her 100th birthday in June.

Guilds have been unable to hold face 
to face meetings but have found other 
ways to keep in touch with each other. 
Some Guilds have been holding regular 
Zoom meetings and have arranged for 
a speaker to join them; others have 
kept in touch via WhatsApp, Facebook, 
phone calls and letters.

Members have kept themselves busy 
by completing crafts that have sat in 
their cupboards waiting to be finished, 
making facemasks, scrubs & scrub 
bags, learning new communication 
skills and taking part in Girlguiding 
virtual events.



Burton 
Division

In September 2019, we finalised our 
last centenary celebrations for the 
division.

Over 90 Brownies from the division  
descended on the Think Tank in 
Birmingham for a fun packed day in 
October.

Next the Guides & Rangers trip to 
Paris and Disneyland. This was a very 
exciting adventure.  We travelled 
outward by ferry and inbound through 
the Channel Tunnel.  Whilst there 
we had a tour of Paris, a river trip 
on the Seine and ascended the Eiffel 
Tower!   Our second day was spent in 
Disneyland Paris which was very long 
but spectacular as we stayed for the 
fireworks at the end of the day.  Lots 
of wonderful memories were made.

We rounded off our centenary  
celebrations with a prom for all  
sections. We decided to have a  
photobooth which proved very poplar!

Brook House was spruced up in  
January with a painting day, after the 
toilets and showers had been  
refurbished at the end of 2019.

Two Guide units managed a camp at 
the Orchard in a quite windy February!

In March, the division once again piled 
into a couple of coaches, this time to 
Celebrate at the NEC! Since then we 
have zoomed, taken part in Wild Night 
In and The Great Guiding Bear Hunt!

There was also success for our leaders 
this year; two leaders completed their 
leadership qualification and one leader 
completed her Going Away With  
licence. We have six leaders who are 
in the middle of their leadership  
qualification and four who are in the 
process of their Going Away With 
scheme.

Burton Division have had a full year of 
centenary celebrations, each one has 
been enjoyed by all who took part.   
We look forward to resuming our face 
to face indoor meetings and  
eventually residentials.

Commissioner: Pat Sage



Cannock  
Division

The leaders in the Division have 
worked tirelessly to give the girls a 
fantastic experience in Girlguiding 
Cannock despite the pandemic. We 
have a lot to celebrate in very difficult 
times. 

The year started well, girls enjoyed 
trips to visit Cadbury World, to  
Celebrate at the NEC, some had 
breakfast with Santa and cheered 
at pantomimes. Others climbed at 
Go Ape and sat in at special guiding 
screenings of Frozen 2 .

Unit programmes have continued 
to provide varied experiences both 
indoors and out. With celebrations, 
discos, crafts, cooking, badgework, 
games, caring for the community, 
up-cycling, recycling and all sorts 
of science activities alongside skills 
builders and UMAs. Before lockdown 
some units actually managed to get 
a few nights away with pack holidays 
and camps in local venues and the Sea 
Life centre.

Community action saw many units 
attend fetes with fundraising stalls, 
units laid wreaths at memorials at  
different Remembrance services.   
Local residential homes have been 
visited and carols sang at Christmas. 
Prior to lockdown Cannock Division 
joined with Rugeley Division to support 
the local park run, we had many girls 
and leaders running and also cheering 
on participants.

In Lockdown many units, and our  
Trefoil Guild, have offered some sort 
of Guiding.  Many have been hosting 
Zoom meetings, sending out badge  
information or encouraging girls to 
take part in virtual sleepovers. Girls 
have completed bronze and silver 
awards and one rainbow completed all 
her interest badges through lockdown. 

Teresa Ellis thought she was running 
a quiz at our virtual leaders’ thank 
you event in July. However suddenly 
the Region Commissioner team and 
members of Teresa’s family joined in 
a presentation of Girlguiding’s Laurel 
Award. We managed to stun her into 
silence as we congratulated her on all 
her amazing hard work and  
dedication to guiding. Teresa is just 
one of the exceptional leaders we 
have in Cannock Division, I am so 
proud to be their Commissioner and 
thank them all for their time, skills 
and dedication they give to Guiding.

Commissioner: Karen Micklewright



Lapley  
Division

Like everyone, our plans for this year 
have been severely curtailed.  We 
had events planned to celebrate the 
Division’s ruby anniversary, but they’re 
currently on hold.  However, we have 
continued guiding across the Division. 

In September 2019 we unveiled our 
dedicated Rainbow, Brownie & Ranger 
rooms, Owl’s Nest, in Penkridge. Two 
leaders with over 70 years service 
between them were the first to cross 
the threshold.  We were fortunate to 
receive grants from the Round Table 
and lots of help from local businesses 
as well as the Co-op fund which  
allowed us to complete a much  
needed refurbishment of our rooms.  

Rainbows across the Division have 
had outings to the local library and to 
Rodbaston Animal Zone, to encourage 
completion of the Book Lover and  
Animal Lover badges, as well as  
enjoying a Christmas party and taking 
part in the local Christmas tree  
festival in the church.

We haven’t held any sleepovers this 
year but some of our Brownies had an 
indoor camp and film night with pop 
up tents at one of their meetings!

The Guides went to the Big Gig in 
Sheffield in October 2019. There have 
been fun meetings with programme 
activities such as ‘zip line teddies’ and 
engineering activities from the Amey 
pack. Charity initiatives such as “bags 
of hope” have also been supported.

Many of the units across the Division 
have supported the fundraising of 
the girls selected for the Iceland and 
Caymans trips.

Many units are meeting virtually on 
Zoom, completing a variety of  
activities such as bingo, scavenger 
hunts, mug cakes, pebble painting, 
presenting awards and celebrating a 
big birthday of one of our leaders.  

Members across the Division have 
also supported community lockdown 
initiatives, such as sewing for the NHS, 
food bank collections and a scarecrow 
festival.

Commissioner: Fiona Roberts



Leek 
Division

We’ve had a busy year in Leek  
Division despite many plans being 
thwarted by Covid. In October 2019 
we took a group of girls to Disneyland 
Paris for the Division’s first  
international trip for many years. We 
had a wonderful trip and it was lovely 
to see so many of our young Guides 
grow and develop in such a short time.

The rest of our Autumn/Winter term 
was filled with rememberance  
services, pantos and fun days as well 
as our usual programme activities.

In February some of our members  
attended the Midlands Celebrate event 
at the NEC which was a huge sucesss. 
We also held a Valentine’s disco for 
Rainbows and Brownies as part of a 
fundraiser towards a Division trip to 
Our Cabana. One of our Guide units 
even braved a Winter camp without 
knowing that this may be one of the 
only camps to go ahead this year!

In March our Ranger unit attended the 
County army day event and they had a 

great time. We then went into  
lockdown but guiding didn’t stop in 
Leek Division. Many units now meet 
virtually on Zoom and we’ve even held 
social events just for leaders this way 
too. 

We’ve proudly worn our uniform at 
every opportunity - even if we’ve only 
been stood on our doorsteps. We wore 
it clap for carers and to celebrate VE 
Day.

We’ve taken part in the County virtual 
sleepovers and even units that haven’t 
met on Zoom have stayed in touch and 
encouraged girls to complete badges 
and challenges.

We’re incredibly proud that so many 
of our members were awarded the 
County’s badge and certificate of 
recognition for their community work 
and dedication to guiding during the 
pandemic. 

A massive thank you must go to all of 
our volunteers for the continued  
support and dedication to guiding  
during these unusual times.

Commissioner: Claire Keen



Lichfield  
Division

What a year! 

In November we held a de-brief  
session with the families of the  
Switzerland girls. We shared great 
memories from a fabulous trip. 

We also held the AGM within our  
Division training day. It was lovely to 
see young leaders attend and  
complete their Safe space training! We 
officially said thank you to Penny and I 
took up the helm!

International selection saw us filling 
spaces for two Division trips: one to 
Disneyland Paris and one to ‘Our  
Cabana’ in Mexico.

In December, we held another  
‘Elftastic’ Rainbow day. This was open 
to all Rainbows and those on waiting 
lists. It was a great introduction to 
Guiding for many.

Units across the Division attended 
the screening of Frozen 2 and joined 
with other units from across Midlands 
Region for ‘Celebrate’.

In March we hosted an ‘I’m a  
Brownie, Get me out of here!’ 
sleepover at Ashend House farm. 
We had a tour of the farm, indoor 
campfire singing, climbing in the play 
barn and challenges involving creepy 
critters and padlocked boxes to name 
a few. 

We also held a sleepover for the  
Mexico team and hosted a ‘thank you’ 
tea for the Division leaders. 

Our guiding meetings have moved to 
Zoom with many units embracing new 
ways of delivering guiding. Guiding 
continues in many areas across the 
Division as we keep the guiding light 
shining and the girls engaged.

Commissioner: Samantha Abell



Longton 
Division

Commissioner: Lisa Miller

This has been a year with a difference, 
but we still managed to pack many 
things into the time we had here in 
Longton. 

In September we had a visit from Anna 
McNuff who was on her barefoot walk 
challenge as an ambassador for  
Girlguiding. She told us stories from 
her travels and was fascinating to 
listen to.   

Lots of us spent a lovely Sunday 
morning in October at Maer helping 
to replant the trees in the wood along 
with the other three divisions that 
own Maer. Now we have to wait for 
them to grow!  

As usual in November we gathered for 
the annual Remembrance parade and 
service.  

A few weeks later we held a division 
Christmas jumper disco as part of 
Midlands regions ‘Save the Children’ 
fundraiser.   

We had lots of planned events for 
2020 and the first was a division 
Thinking Day event. On a cold snowy 
Saturday afternoon over 200 girls 
joined us to celebrate. We split the 
girls into sections and introduced 
them to some of the interest badges. 
Rainbows completed the Storyteller 
badge, Brownies did the Language 
badge and the Guides looked at the  
Guiding History badge.  This was our 
last division event of the year and it 
was fantastic that so many girls and 
leaders attended and it was nice to 
we did manage to get together as a 
whole.  

We also had girls and leaders take 
part in county run events such as Army 
Day and the Park Run Take Over Day.  

Over the last few months some units 
have been running Zoom meetings, 
virtual sleepovers, leaders’ quiz 
nights, a loo roll challenge and we are 
looking into doing more virtual events 
as it could be a while until we can 
fully meet up as a division again. 



Needwood 

Division

Commissioner: Amelia Hill

Needwood Division has seen some 
significant changes in the last year 
beginning with the sad news that our 
Division President, Ruth Bedford,  
died in June 2019. 

Ruth had been a significant member 
of the Division team for many years 
and was well known throughout the 
County having been involved in Unity 
camps and many Trefoil Guild events.

In August 2019 Carol Ridley’s term as  
Division Commissioner came to an end 
and not only did we lose her from the 
Division team but in early November we 
unfortunately saw Carol move out of the 
County into Cheshire as she relocated with 
her husband’s job. 

A farewell afternoon tea was held for Carol 
at the end of which we went to the  
Churchyard in Barton Under Needwood 
to dedicate a bench in memory of Ruth 
Bedford.

Units within the Division have all now  
embraced the programme and we are  
looking forward to celebrating the first 
Gold Awards across the sections in the 
coming months.

A Ranger Unit has been set up in the 
Division and this is going from strength to 
strength and it’s great to be able to offer the 
older girls an option as they finish Guides.

As with all units in Girlguiding, Covid-19 
has disrupted plans over the Spring and 
Summer terms but we are all looking  
forward to the coming months and the 
hope that we will soon be able to meet face 
to face in an indoor setting and catch up on 
what we have all been doing and make up 
for lost time.



Newcastle 

Division

Commissioner: Ruth Farell

Once upon a time, summer 2019 two 
Young Leaders from Newcastle set 
off on their adventures.  They went 
on County and Region trips to Serbia, 
Poland and Romania to undertake 
community projects and make new 
friends.  There was no mention of 
bubbles, no question of not being able 
to come home and go to places to tell 
everyone about it.  

Borrowing the name and the theme of 
the region trip, this sounds like both 
a Fairy Tale and a Scary Tale, but it 
happened.  

In late 2019 other weird and  
wonderful things happened.  The  
highest number for many years  
attended the AGM, lured by cake 
and the change in time to a Sunday 
afternoon.  By guiding magic there 
was enough cake for everyone to 
take some home if they had brought 
their own container to meet the 
#PlasticPromise.  The cakes included 
a special cake to celebrate Glenda 

Lockley, Division President, receiving 
the Midlands Region award – its first 
recipient.

Before all these things, many years 
ago the first brownie meeting took 
place in the Division.  1st Newcastle 
Brownies first met in January 1920 and 
this year of centenary celebrations 
started with a party, a visit from the 
MP and much welcome publicity.
  
In March 2020 several leaders ran their 
first 5k at the Midlands parkrun  
takeover wondering “why am I  
doing this, I never want to run or see 
another Guide again”.  Two days later 
meetings were suspended… be careful 
what you wish for!

And then Zoom – by the power of the 
internet meetings restarted, not at 
every unit but enough to keep the 
guiding light flickering.

We aren’t yet living happily ever after, 
but are hopeful that maybe next year 
we will go on the rescheduled brownie 
holiday, celebrate 101 years and that 
the Scary Tales will have ended.



Rugeley 
Division

Commissioner: Bernie Norbury

Our Division thank you celebration 
for Jenny James, stepping down as 
Commissioner, began our year.

Recent housing developments have 
impacted our Division, with some 
units showing an increased need for 
strategic recruitment of new leaders. 
Our alternative, sadly, will see a  
decline in numbers with a  
rationalisation of units and closure of 
others. 

The autumn term saw eight units 
having fun on camp embracing new 
experiences and building on their 
ongoing skills development. Leaders 
also enjoyed time away together in 
Wales and in Kenya. 
 
Not deterred from offering these 
camp experiences, leaders planned 
two virtual camps for the girls  
(Virtual Heroes and Explore Your 
World). A high numbers of girls 
joined in the fun, but also their  

families who sought a change from 
their lockdown confinement.  
We also had people join in from 
around the UK and abroad as well as 
our own Division.

The message that ‘Girlguiding is 
still happening’ has also been seen 
through the leaders’ engaging with 
the girls in virtual meetings, posting 
cards and badges, dropping off  
activity packs and unit camps. Their 
time and commitment is much  
appreciated, visible in the many 
smiling faces that have filled our 
screens in recent months.



Stafford 
Division

Commissioner: Position Vacant

Wow! The last 12 months have  
certainly been very different from 
other years. 
 
Stafford started the year by taking 
over Laches Wood Outdoor Education 
Centre for a weekend, where the 
Brownies in the Division joined Robin 
Hood and his friends for a fun packed 
weekend of activities.   

Sadly, In October our Division  
Commissioner, Liz Hurst, stepped 
down and unfortunately we still 
haven’t found a replacement for her.  
However, the three district  
commissioners, Mandy, Kim and Alison, 
along with the Division Exec have been 
keeping the Division together. 
 
Obviously Covid 19 has taken over 
this year and the last thing we did as 
a Division was to attend the fabulous 
Thinking Day event ‘Celebrate’ at the 
NEC.  

The Division remains positive and have 
been staying in touch through Zoom, 

email and sending packs out to girls.  
There have been virtual sleepovers. 
Berkswich District Brownies have also 
adopted a Sloth and Elephant from 
Chester Zoo. Girls have been very busy 
in the community and we are very 
proud of what everyone has done in 
such difficult circumstances.  

1st Berkswich Brownies have  
celebrated their 70th Birthday,  
Sandra Collins from 5th Berkswich 
Guides received her 50 years long  
Service and we have a Rainbow,  
Annasophia and a Brownie, Paige  
Harrison-Ward who have gained their 
Gold Awards.  We also have ladies who 
have completed the YLQ and LQ. Well 
done to everyone.  We all hope that 
we are able to get back to some sort 
of normal very soon. 



Stoke North 

Division

Commissioner: Toni Ryan

By September 2019 all units were 
following the new guiding programme.  
Units had their usual annual trip to 
pantomimes and Christmas concerts. 
They also had visits to Cadbury World, 
sleepovers, trips to London and tree 
planting at Copeland cottage to name 
a few.  

Donations have also been made to 
local charities including UHNM gift 
drive, Alice Charity and the food bank. 
There has also been growth within the 
Division with the opening of two new 
Ranger units, one in Kidsgrove District 
in September and one in Forest Park 
District in January.  
 
We held a Division Thinking Day event 
where over 100 Rainbows, Brownies 
and Guides came together for half 
a day of activities taking them on a 
journey around the world.   

By Easter units were forced to close 
as the country went into a national 

lockdown due to Covid-19.  What was 
thought would be weeks turned into 
months. Facebook groups were set up 
with units posting activities to be done 
at home and meetings took place via 
Zoom as we all got used to a different 
way of life.   

There have been changes on the  
executive team as Jackie Mcgowan 
stood down from her role as Outdoor 
Adviser, Liz Wade and Abigail Harvey 
have stood down form their roles as 
District Commissioners for  
Tunstall District and Forest Park  
District respectively and I thank them 
for the support they have given.  I 
would like to extend a warm welcome 
to Leanne Kael as the new District 
Commissioner for Forest Park.  

I continue to be amazed how leaders 
have continued to deliver a  
programme even during lockdown.  
They have adapted to enable girls to 
continue guiding in some form.   
Without them guiding could not  
happen and thank them for all they do 
for the girls in Stoke North.  



Stoke South 

Division

Commissioner: Kimberley Smith

Stoke South has managed to have 
quite a busy year despite so much of it 
being indoors! 

We had meals out, bowling trips,  
cinema trips, Christmas concerts for 
parents, several big birthdays for  
leaders, Thinking Day events,  
including the fantastic Celebrate at 
the NEC which we attended as a  
Division! A few units managed to 
squeeze in an overnight in the first 
term.

Post lock down there have been a lot 
of online meetings with scavenger 
hunts, baking and games. Sharing 
smiles and still having fun. The posties 
have had their work cut out delivering 
fabulous activity packs and the  
internet has never been used so much 
with emails flying from leaders  
containing quizzes and puzzles for 
girls, along with sharing badge work 
on Facebook groups. One of our  
Ranger units even held a virtual prom 
with dessert and a silent disco!

We must not forget the large number 
of indoor camps which have been 
taking place from Rainbows to Rangers 
fun has been had by all. I must confess 
to stealing a room in the house several 
times for some rather elaborate dens 
I’ve been quite proud of!

Even leaders have been able to catch 
up with several online socials and 
a quiz planned to be held over the 
summer.

I wish to extend a huge thank you 
to my fantastic adult volunteers and 
young leaders. Their passion and 
enthusiasm to carry guiding through 
these troubling times has been so 
humbling and I absolutely could not do 
what I do without them.



Stone & Eccleshall 

Division

Commissioner: Jill Piggott

In November 2019 Stone Brownies and 
Guides attended Stone Remembrance 
Service in Stone High Street.

Stone Brownies and Rainbows  
decorated Christmas trees in the 
church of St Michaels & St Wulfords 
which included making baubles made 
from plastic bottle tops and snowmen 
made out of toilet rolls. 

As a division we held a Christmas 
Fayre at the Guide HQ and made 
an impressive £300. We also held a 
Christmas carol service at St Michaels 
& Wulfords church which was well 
attended and very festive.

Brownies and Rainbows enjoyed 
sleepovers and went carol singing at 
Autumn House Residential Home as 
well as collecting money with Santa 
and the Stone Round Table.

Brownies and Guides in Stone  
attended the Thinking Day event at 
the NEC and Eccleshall held a Thinking 

Day celebration at Woodseaves Village 
Hall. All enjoyed their days.

We were extremely pleased to open a 
new Ranger unit at Woodseaves at the 
beginning of the year.

Then we hit lockdown with Covid-19 
but that did not stop us! The Brownies 
decorated Easter bonnets and paraded 
them virtually. Girls have also  
taken part in the Wild Night In and The 
Great Guiding Bear Hunt sleepovers. 

Across the Division we have held lots 
of virtual meetings. Bronze badges 
have successfully been achieved and 
Stone leaders created a video of what 
they had been up to during lockdown 
and this was shared on our Facebook 
page.

Around Stone & Eccleshall rainbow 
pictures were in many windows  
thanking the NHS and candles have 
been lit on a Sunday evening and 
placed in windows keeping our guiding 
light shining.



Stone Outward 

Division

Commissioner: Debra Turner

Stone Outward Division started the 
2019-20 year with a fun AGM that saw 
teams pitted against each other in 
challenges and games.

The changes the Girlguiding program 
have settled in well over the first two 
terms with all units embracing the 
changes. Then COVID hit and we have 
seen some really great ideas with 
Zoom meetings becoming the new 
way of meeting. The Rangers have 
been planning their own sessions with 
varying degrees of success! Baking was 
great fun, bingo was exciting  
(although I didn’t win), but folding  
paper cranes proved much more  
difficult. 

One of our Brownie units based in 
Aston had a fabulous Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory themed  

virtual camp with 20 girls taking part 
in crafts, den building, chocolate bar 
design and camp fire songs. It was a 
brilliant camp and the girls loved it. 
We also managed to get at least one 
scarecrow in each of our towns  
showing our support of the farmers 
and growers at this time.

It has been a strange year with some 
sadness including the postponement of 
our division show, A Handful of Songs, 
for the first time in its history. Over 
sixty girls and leaders had worked so 
hard to pull together a fabulous show 
only to have it pulled at the last  
minute. It will be back bigger and 
better as soon as we are able. 

Whilst the year has thrown up its 
challenges and stresses I’m proud that 
Stone Outward Division has risen to 
the challenges with flare.



Tamworth 

Division

Commissioner: Jill Longhurst

It’s certainly been an interesting and 
very different year.

The local community continue to 
invite us to a variety of events.  We 
showcased activities at the Community 
Games and proudly attended the  
Battle of Britain and Remembrance 
Day Parades. A brownie had the honour 
of switching on the Christmas Lights 
having won a baking competition that 
wowed the judges. We also launched 
our brand-new website took part in a 
community mural project. 

Rainbows joined Watling District in an 
exciting adventure at the  
Legoland Discovery Centre in  
Birmingham, Brownies braved a  
Murder Mystery Sleepover inside  
Tamworth Castle and Guides and  
Rangers partied at the Big Gig.  

Many members made their ‘Plastic 
promise’ and all sections attended a 
‘Christmas Around the World’  
celebration. 

We attended the Midlands Region 
Celebrate event on Thinking Day and 
several units joined Vincent District 
for a Hygiene to Pamper Event with 
the Hygiene Bank overwhelmed by our 
generous donations.

It was not just the leaders that  
attended trainings. Brownies and 
Guides attended Girls Learning to Lead 
and ran activities for their leaders. A 
few Young Leaders earned their Peer 
Educator Qualificationat the BGO  
Compass Event at Whitemoor Lakes.

March surprised us with lockdown 
and disappointments as events were 
cancelled including the Gang Show 
for which many of our members had 
practised for months.

Despite the disappointments we have 
demonstrated our versatility by  
continuing to connect with our units 
and participate in activities including 
our local ‘Lockdown Challenge’. We 
are extremely proud of all our  
members for everything they achieved 
in challenging circumstances.



Threapwood 

Division

Commissioner: Denise Wheat

We have had a year like no other this 
year.  All units had lots of fun Autumn 
activities and we finished 2019 with a 
Christmas party for the Rainbows and 
Brownies whilst the Guides and  
Rangers opted for a night of bowling.

2020 started with lots of fundraising 
events with several of girls preparing 
for international travels to Iceland, 
Cayman Islands and Camp Brave. The 
leaders prepared for Twinkle 2020 to 
Kenya.  The Guides had a Thinking Day 
cake stall and the Kenya team had a 
working party to make sanitary towels.
 
Rainbows and Brownies joined in the 
Park Run in Hanley and received a nice 
badge which they were very proud of.

We celebrated with one of our  
leaders, Pat Byatt, at a cream tea  
afternoon where she received an 
award from our President Isabel  
Branford. Sadly, Pat has now passed 
away, but we have some wonderful  

memories of her guiding years with us.  
We all lit a guiding light candles in her 
memory.

We attended the Midland Region  
Celebrate at the NEC. It was very 
emotional when we all renewed our 
promise with so many members in one 
place. 

Then Covid struck and the lockdown 
turned our world upside down. But, 
we soon emerged with new skills and 
embraced new technology.  We all 
started to be screen stars!  Before 
long we had a whole virtual Superhero 
day planned and lots of girls  
registering online to join in.

Huge thanks go to retiring  
Commissioner Sandra Walker a real 
wonder woman, and Gaya Pickett  
Super Girl, for all their support as I 
took on the role as Division  
Commissioner from September.  I have 
a fantastic team of leaders adapting 
to the current situation and we are 
working as a team to offer as much as 
possible to the girls in our Division.



Uttoxeter 

Division

Commissioner: Tracey Chamberlain

We were pleased to host Anna McNuff 
during her barefoot walk and  
approximately 150 Brownies, Guides 
and adults listened to her entertaining 
tales of adventure.  We left the talk 
with a light heart and images of her 
Pants of Perspective.
  
A programme air ‘n share was well 
supported and the views for and 
against discussed.  

Rainbows have learned about plastic 
in the ocean and recycling rubbish. 
They made a recycled Christmas tree 
for church display and turtles from 
rubbish.

Rainbow Leader, Sally Wain,  was 
awarded the Chief Commissioners 
Award in December.  

Members of the Division travelled to 
Kenya and did tree planting in Haller 
Park, visited the resting place of Lord 
and Lady BP and went on safari.

Midlands Region Celebrate at the NEC 
was well supported by the Division.

Abbots Bromley Rainbows had some 
of the first Gold Awards in the County. 
Grants from both Waitrose and Tesco 
mean we are planning an event to 
celebrate after lockdown.

Since lockdown the guiding  
programme is being adjusted for use 
on Zoom.  The units in the Division are 
in contact with the girls and where 
possible Zoom meetings are taking 
place.  Both parents and girls have  
expressed appreciation. 

Whilst many girls were selected for 
international trips, they were all  
postponed until 2021 giving the girls 
extra time to fundraise.

We were pleased to welcome Louise 
Taylor on board as our President at the 
last AGM and the Division  
continues to thrive with a wonderful 
band of volunteers each doing their bit 
to make Girlguiding fun for girls in the 
Uttoxeter area.



We awarded the following 
Long Service Awards

93 x 5 years
56 x 10 years
18 x 20 years
16 x 30 years
8 x 40 years
1 x 50 years

2 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 

Guides licence

1 leader completed 
their Going Away With 
international licence

5 leaders completed 
their Going Away With 

Brownies licence

4 leaders completed their 
Going Away With Rangers 

licence

We awarded 1 
Laurel Award

2 leaders completed 
module 4 of the  

leadership qualification 
to become leaders  
instead of assistant 

leaders.

The following ladies 
were awarded the  

Region Chief  
Commissioner Award:
Linda Hollis - Cannock
Julie Cragg - Lichfield
Kathryn Reid - Lapyley
Sally Wain - Uttoxeter

We awarded 53 adult  
leadership qualifications

13 leaders completed 
their module 1  

Leadership Qualifcation 
to retrain with another 

section

A Year of Achievements!


