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Girlguiding Staffordshire’s headquarters building is celebrating being open for 25 
years on 22nd February 2025. We are hosting a reception for VIP guests along with 
past and present commissioners and would love you and your unit to join in with the 
celebrations by completing our challenge. 

We have many, many resources stored at our headquaters and part of our challenge 
is to make you all aware of some of what we have and get them used.

Tell us what you did, send us photos, film it, record it, we can’t wait to see how you 
completed the challenges. Once you have completed all your clauses do let us know 
so we can send you some free badges. 

As the challenge is celebrating 25 years of our HQ we have set 25 challenges, have a 
go at at least 5, but there is no maximum number you can do. 

There is, however, one additional compulsory challenge that we are asking everyone 
to complete.

For your convenience, and to ensure that you are offering a balanced and varied  
programme, we have indicated which theme of the programme each challenge  
relates to.

Be well

Have adventures

Skills for my future

Know myself

Express myself

Take action



Compulsory challenge

There is one compulsory challenge that we would like everyone to complete. Please 
send us a birthday card so we can display them at our county headquarters.

Our postal address is:  
25th Anniversary Challenge, Girlguiding Staffordshire,  
St Peter’s School Site, Church Lane, Hixon, Staffordshire, ST18 0PS

Challenge 1

Did you know we have been working on our collection of historical uniform archives at 
the county headquarters? To date we have a box for each era of uniform for  
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. There is still a lot of work to do but we challenge you 
to either book and borrow one of our uniform boxes to explore in your unit or spend an 
evening at the county headquarters looking at all of them and find out how uniforms 
have changed !!

Our boxes are :

Rainbows 	 Charlotte 1987-2004
                    Ava 2004-2026

Brownies 	 Betty 1934-1949
                  	 Dorothy 1950-1966
                  	 Susan 1967-1990
                  	 Ashley 1990-2001
                  	 Chloe 2002-2026

Guides 	 Ruth 1917-1929
               	 Margaret 1930-1945
               	 Patricia 1946-1963
               	 Sarah 1964-1981
               	 Alison 1981-1989
              	 Jessica 1990-1999
               	 Emily 2000-2014
               	 Sophia 2014-2026

To book a box or arrange a visit to the county headquarters please email: 
 county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk

Challenge 2

A musical evening is always good fun. Here at Hixon we have a set of ocarinas,  
chime bars and easy to follow music. Borrow them and make some music, film it and 
send to us to share on our social media channels. Why not put on a quick concert for 
your parents?

Please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to book the chime bars or 
ocarinas.



Challenge 3

As part of our celebration we have hired a steel band as steel drums are silver in  
colour. You could ask us and book the same band, or another, and have a session 
learning how to play. Alternatively why not make your own steel drums out of metal 
sauce pans, frying pans etc. Have a great old time bashing away with wooden spoons 
and make some noise !

Please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk for details of the steel band 
that we used.

Challenge 4

A parent from Lichfield has kindly donated two boxes of traditional costumed dolls. 
They live in a comfy cupboard in the county headquarters but love going on  
excursions! Borrow the dolls and see how many you can match with their country.  
You could use them around Thinking Day and make an evening out of them.

Please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to borrow the dolls.

Challenge 5

Way before the year 2000 (when our county  
headquarters was completed and opened) a new 
type of funeral art appeared in Western Europe. 
Tombs inside churches, often of wealthy or  
powerful people, were topped with large  
decorative stone or brass plaques. 

At our county headquarters we have a traditional 
brass rubbing kit, they are very heavy! Borrow the 
set to do some rubbings and make a giant picture.

Please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to borrow the brass  
rubbing set.

Challenge 6

How can we celebrate without a birthday cake? We challenge you to design and 
make (you don’t have to make it really but we do like cake, so if you wanted to send 
any in we won’t say no) the perfect birthday cake to celebrate 25 years of our county 
headquarters. 

Why not make a competition of it between sixes or patrols. You could even buy a  
pre-iced cake, provide decorating bits and let the girls get creative. If this is a success 
you could hold a bake sale to raise money for charity.

Please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk if you wish to send in any 
cake.



Challenge 7

A blue print is the paper drawing of a building. We have still got the blueprints for our 
county headuarters and they look very complicated! 

Our county headquarters building is great, we have a kitchen, a big hall, a couple 
of smaller rooms, toilets, the office and some cupboards. However, we always need 
more room. Can you design us an up to date headquarters? We would like a specific 
room for all our archives along with a gym, spa, comfy lounge, pizza oven, swimming 
pool … well we can wish. 

Produce some drawings or models (maybe build from LEGO, or go big and build from 
boxes) and let us have a look and choose our favourite parts.

Please email your designs to county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk.

Challenge 8

As part of the archive collection we are establishing a lending library and badge  
collection at county headquarters. We have so many badges, story books, annuals, 
history books, photo albums and old handbooks. It’s a great way to find out about 
guiding in the past. Our badge collection is amazing and never complete. We are  
always on the lookout for badges we don’t have.  Pop along to county headquarters 
to take a look at all of our books and photos and maybe borrow some books for a 
time. 

Email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to arrange a visit to our lending 
library.

Challenge 9 

Another set of equipment that we have stored at our county headquarters is a couple 
of bags of sports equipment. Including giant feet, balls of various sizes, elastics and a 
velcro target set. Host your own games and sports night in the fashion of the  
Olympics. Present bronze, SILVER and gold medals to participants.

Email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to borrow the sports equipment.



Challenge 10

Whittling is sometimes seen as a dangerous activity, and trust us it can be, however 
with the correct equipment and safety even Rainbows could have a go. We have a set 
of whittling knives at county headquarters. You can borrow them to create a wooden 
masterpiece, or even just a wooden tent peg.

Email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to borrow the whittling set.

Challenge 11

There are lots of activities you can do in an evening with fire, but sometimes you just 
don’t have access to one. We have fire lighting kits at county headquarters, metal  
colanders, flint and steels and fire safety equipment. You just need the tinder and 
wood. Borrow the kit and have a go at fire lighting, maybe make s’mores (always a 
very popular option) or something more adventurous!!

Email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to borrow the fire lighting set.

Challenge 12

We challenge you to get out into the community, 
make yourselves seen and create a noise. We can 
help with the county gazebo, banners, feathers and  
PR postcards. There are lots of opportunities to be 
seen in your local community - fairs, schools, church 
bazaar, etc. Christmas is a great time to have a stall 
but there are fairs and fetes throughout the summer 
too.

Email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to 
borrow the PR equipment.

Challenge 13

As we are celebrating our 25th year of the county headquarters, we thought it would 
be a great idea for you all to have a silver themed evening. Take part in lots of silver 
activities, for example, polish some silver, make some models out of silver wire, make 
a list of 25 things that are silver.

Challenge 14

Do you have a really tall person in your unit, or access to a drone, or even a table to 
stand on? We challenge you to make a giant sized number 25 and photograph it to 
send to us. Maybe you could use the members of your unit, or natural objects, or  
furniture, or cars (that really would be giant). Take a photo from as high as you can 
so we can see your number 25 and send it for us to see by emailing  
county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk.



Challenge 15

On 22nd February 2000 Girlguiding Staffordshire opened our headquarters building. 
We had just begun the new century and we were all celebrating. But what else  
happened in that year? Have a look back into history and discover some of the world 
events from 2000. Make a poster, podcast or drama to show what you found out.

 
Challenge 16

25 years is a long time! How exciting would it be to be able to open a time capsule 
from the year 2000 today? We can’t help you with that, but we challenge you to make 
up your own time capsule now and keep it safe somewhere until 2050 when members 
of the future can open it.

Challenge 17

There is always something to raise money for in guiding, maybe for an international 
adventure, a unit trip to the zoo, a new set of equipment or maybe for another cause. 

We are always thinking up ways of raising money but here is a 
simple one that you could do as a unit. Set yourselves a target 
time period (such as a week, a month or a term) and ask  
everyone to collect their 5p and 20p coins and bring them in 
each week. At the end of your time count up and see how much 
you have raised as a unit. What are you going to use it for?  
Top tip - a Smartie tube is good for collecting small coins. 

Challenge 18

We challenge you to each have a small matchbox and fill it with as many items as 
you can. If you can get 25 items in your match box you are amazing !! Who can get 
the most in your unit, make it into a unit competition.

Challenge 19

Can you do 25 acts of kindness? It could be that you do these as a unit, patrol, six or 
individually. Could you grow 25 plants and give out in the local community, send a 
card to some one just to say hello or donate your loose change to a collecting pot to 
give you a few examples. Don’t forget to include a Girlguiding tag wherever  possible if 
you’re handing things out in the local community.



Challenge 20

Here is a shopping list from 2000 when HQ was opened. How much would everything 
cost today?

A can of Coca-Cola 		  24p
1L semi skimmed milk 		  34p
A soft white medium loaf 	 52p
12 large free range eggs 	 69p
A Mars bar 				   29p
A Freddo	  			   10p
Tin of baked beans 		  31p
Tin of Heinz tomato soup 	 41p
Jar of marmalade 		  89p
Tin of pineapple chunks 	 75p
Jar of coffee 			   £1.25
Box of 250 tea bags 		  £1.50

Challenge 21

In 2000 Pokémon trading cards were the latest big 
craze. There was a picture of the Pokémon character 
and its attributes on the card. We challenge you to 
make your own unit set of Girlguiding trading cards, 
choose a theme and which attributes you want to 
have and everyone make some cards. Have a  
competition to see who ends up with the top card.

Challenge 22

Some of your leaders will remember the ‘Scoobie’ craze that hit the UK from around 
the year 2000 onwards. Scoobies are lengths of plastic string which you can weave 
into various shapes, keyrings, animals, bracelets using knots. Scoobie string can be 
brought from Amazon and instructions can be found on the internet. We challenge 
you to have a go at this pastime from 25 years ago to create something fun.

Challenge 23

We always love a quiz! Here’s a simple quiz all related to the year 2000, you may need 
to Google some answers. Good luck!

1. Who was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom in the year 2000?  
   a) Tony Blair  
   b) Gordon Brown  
   c) John Major  
   d) David Cameron  



2. Which famous British band released the song “Yellow” in 2000?  
   a) Oasis  
   b) Coldplay  
   c) Blur  
   d) Radiohead  

3. In 2000, which UK city was named the European Capital of Culture for 2008?
   a) Manchester  
   b) Glasgow  
   c) Liverpool  
   d) Birmingham  

4. Which famous children’s book series had its fourth book released in 2000, titled 
“Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire”?  
   a) The Chronicles of Narnia  
   b) Percy Jackson  
   c) Harry Potter  
   d) His Dark Materials  

5. Which UK sporting hub briefly closed after 77 years in 2000?
   a) Wimbeldon
   b) Wembley Stadium  
   c) Silverstone  
   d) Aintree racecourse  

6. Which UK city did not become a city in the year 2000, marking the new  
millennium?  
   a) Brighton  
   b) Wolverhampton  
   c) Inverness  
   d) Derby  

7. What was the name of the UK’s largest dome-shaped building, which was a central 
attraction in the year 2000?
   a) The London Eye  
   b) The O2 (Millennium Dome)  
   c) The Shard  
   d) The Gherkin  

8. Which British children’s TV show, featuring a young girl and her best friend, first 
aired in 2000?
   a) Dora the Explorer
   b) Tracey Beaker  
   c) Bob the Builder  
   d) My Parents Are Aliens  

9. Which British athlete won two medals, one gold and one silver at the Sydney 2000 
Summer Olympics?  
   a) Jason Queally  
   b) Steve Redgrave  
   c) Chris Hoy  
   d) Paula Radcliffe  



10. Which major UK retail store, known for its catalog shopping, celebrated its 28th  
anniversary in 2000?
    a) Woolworths  
    b) Argos  
    c) Marks & Spencer  
    d) BHS  

Answers:

1. a) Tony Blair  
2. b) Coldplay  
3. c) Liverpool  
4. c) Harry Potter  
5. b) Wembley Stadium  
6. b) Derby  
7. b) The O2 (Millennium Dome)  
8. a) Dora the Explorer
9. b) Jason Queally
10. b) Argos

Challenge 24 

Girlguiding Staffordshire has 24 letters in it but using those letters you can make a 
staggering 1034 different words! We challenge you to make as many as you can, but 
you must make a minimum of 25 words.

Challenge 25

Our final challenge for you, and think outside the box for this one, can you build  
something that has 25 levels!

Programme links

There are numerous ways you can tie in UMAs and skill builders, here are a few.

Rainbows - A big thank you, Time travelling Rainbows, Higher or lower,  The story of 
us, Tune into our history, Clickety clack, Music maestro

Brownies - Mime time, Build it up, It’s on the cards, Pop-up cards, Brownie  
broadcasters, Charity choices, One good turn leads to another, Headline generator, 
Room in a box, Need v. Want, Game over, Momentous monuments, Celebrate good 
times, Century time travel, Brownie pocket challenges, Memory hoops.
                  
Guides - Architects for action, Designer drawings, House of Guiding, Creative curating

Rangers - Creative communities, Balance it out, Trefoil tree



We hope you have enjoyed celebrating our 25th year of Girlguiding Staffordshire’s 
headquarters.

To order your badges please email county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk with 
the following information. 

•	 Unit name
•	 Leader’s name
•	 Number of badges requested
•	 Address for delivery

Whilst the badges themselves are free of charge we will invoice you to cover the 
postage costs.

Badges are in very limited supply so don’t leave it too late!

This challenge pack has kindly been created by our county archivist, Penny Williams.



girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk

Girlguiding Staffordshire, St Peter’s School Site, Church Lane,  
Hixon, Staffordshire, ST18 0PS

01889 270757
county.office@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk


